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arts advocate

The Winter 2017 edition of Perspectives 
on Arts was available online only – not 
mailed or printed for other distribution – to 
determine how an electronic-only version 
would be received. Members and other 
readers responded that they prefer the 
hands-on edition. The printed issue allows 
PlacerArts to reach new audiences directly, 
they noted, through distribution to more 
than 30 locations in Placer and Sacramento 
counties. We appreciate your comments and 
feedback.
 Thursday, May 4, is the annual “Big 
Day of Giving,” the Sacramento region’s 
annual 24-hour online fundraising event. 
This giving challenge brings together the 
region’s nonprofit community to raise much 
needed unrestricted funds, and to shine a 
spotlight on the work nonprofits do to make 
the Sacramento region the quality place we 
call home.
 For the past few years, the giving day has 
united our community, raising more than 
$16 million for local nonprofits from over 
36,000 donors throughout the region, the 
state, the country, and the world.
 PlacerArts is participating once again 
and would like your support. Your 
contributions help fund our arts education 
programs, community events and cultural 
experiences, as well as general support of 
the organization. The Sacramento Regional 
Community Foundation, in addition to 
individuals and businesses, are matching 
funds with the nonprofits, increasing the 
impact of our fund drive.
 We ask for your support on May 4 by 
contributing to PlacerArts and helping our 
programs and services in Placer County. 
Look for more information at placerarts.org 
as the date gets closer.
 Many things are changing at PlacerArts! 
In December, we moved to a new location 

at 910 Lincoln Way, 
across the from clock 
tower, in downtown 
Auburn. For those of 
you who remember the 
old JC Penney’s, we are 
in that building. The 
new space provides 
room for PlacerArts to 
expand its ARTspace 
classes and workshops 
for youth and adults in the coming 
months. Look for class information on the 
placerarts.org website, through the Palette 
e-newsletter, or by stopping in to pick up a 
brochure.
 The new location also provides gallery 
space to display future exhibits and host 
varied events. In February the Gallery held 
a Valentine’s Day workshop for kids, and 
crafted valentines for 125 Meals On Wheels 
recipients. 
 As you will read in this issue, the Auburn 
Art Walk begins its 2017 season on April 
7, and returns on June 2, Aug. 4 and Oct. 
6, from 6 to 9 p.m. We have an energetic 
new committee that has been working hard 
to produce another great season. In April 
and August, the Gallery will exhibit Placer 
Artists League member shows, coinciding 
with the Art Walks. Planning has begun for 
the 2017 PlacerArts Studios Tour on Nov. 
10 -12. Although it’s months away, it takes 
nearly a year of planning, as well as MANY 
volunteers, to bring the tour to life. In 2016, 
more than 75 volunteers contributed to the 
program.
 Thank you for your support of PlacerArts. 
We hope to see you at our classes, events 
and exhibits. 

 — Bob Reich
  Executive Director, PlacerArts

Community Support Drives PlacerArts

ABOUT THE COVER
When PlacerArts headquarters moved to 910 Lincoln Way in 
Downtown Auburn, it not only gained a gallery, it expanded its 
ARTspace, a place for teaching and learning. Offering ongoing 
classes for all ages in varied media, this PlacerArts program 
brings students and artists together in a creative environment. 
ARTspace hosts technique classes, model courses, specialty 
workshops, f ield trips, and customized parties. 

In addition to the Auburn studio, there is a second ARTspace at 
Johnson Springview Park in Rocklin. Both offer weekly classes 
and sessions tailored to a theme. To be on the mailing list, call 
530.613.6284; 916.672.6950; or email to ARTspace Coordina-
tor Linda Green at: linda@PlacerArts.org. For a complete list of 
scheduled classes, check the online calendar at placerarts.org. 
Photo by Rebecca Martinez.
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Participants in the PlacerArts Studios Tour 
display an array of artistic techniques, like 

Ann Henderickson-Pantos of Penryn who uses 
found objects to create uncommon works of 
art. Read more on Page 12. Courtesy photo.

This ‘Flower 
Power’ pendant 
was crafted by 
Doug Horton, 

one of the art-
ists opening his 

studio during the 
Loomis Art Loop 
tour. Read more 

on Page 14. 
Courtesy photo

http://www.placerarts.org/goto_perspectives/2015janmar.pdf
http://perspectivesonarts.org/
http://PlacerArts.org
http://www.placerarts.org/programs/artspace/
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Imagine friends and family gathering 
on a Friday evening to stroll the streets 
of Auburn, listen to music, partake of 
refreshments, view interesting works of 
art and meet their creators. That’s a typical 
Auburn Art Walk.
 When it began in the 1990’s, it was a 
small event: just a handful of businesses 
displaying the works of a few local artisans. 
Now the free walking tour is a community 
celebration, offering demonstrations, live 
music, children’s activities, wine and beer 
tastings, pop-up exhibits, readings and—of 
course—abundant art exhibits.
 Showcasing local artists in businesses, 
civic centers and galleries, the Art Walk 
occurs the first Fridays of April, June, 
August and October, from 6–9 p.m. at 
sites throughout Auburn. The artists’ 
works remain on display for two months. 
Participating businesses may host once 
during the Art Walk season, but many 
commit to sponsoring artists at all four 
events.
 Sierra Moon Goldsmiths in Old Town 
knows the value of being a recurring Art 
Walk venue, says Gallery Coordinator Nicole 
Pierce: “It’s such a fun event, and it’s so 
nice to interact with the community. We 
love showcasing great artists. And because 
we are artists as well (in custom jewelry 
design), it’s a way of bridging both forms of 
art. People appreciate seeing that.”
 Normally the store closes at 5:30 on 
Fridays. So being open on Art Walk nights 
brings in a different crowd, Pierce notes: 
“It gives people a chance to stop by who 
otherwise might not have an opportunity to 
come in.”
 Like many of the venues, Sierra Moon 
includes tastings of locally produced wines 
during the Art Walk, adding to its festive 
atmosphere. Pierce says the Art Walk is 
one reason why the city is becoming a 
hot spot for the arts. “It lends a nice bit of 

culture and sophistication to our town and 
draws in people who will give back to the 
community.”
 That’s its mission. 
 A program of PlacerArts, the Art Walk is 
designed to cultivate a partnership between 
the business and arts communities, promote 
artists and local commerce, and provide 
public access to the arts. 
 Last year marked the biggest change 
in the Art Walk events: moving them 
to Fridays, making them an end-of-the-
workweek social occasion. Each year adds 
something new.
 In 2017, for the first time, the Placer 
Artists League (PAL) will present two 
Member Shows and an Open Juried Show 
during the April, June and August Art Walks 
(see the PAL feature story on Page 8 for 
details.)

Auburn Art Walks Take Big Steps Forward
New technology and Placer Artists League shows keep events progressing

By Janis Dice 

Digital photographer 
Dan Ernest, who 
produced this image 
of a workroom in 
the historic Gladding 
McBean factory, 
was so impressed 
at the reception 
he received as 
an Auburn Art 
Walk artist that 
he now serves on 
the organizing 
committee. 

Experience Art 
in All Degrees

Find out how to join us! 
Call 530.885.5670 

or visit PlacerArts.org/
learn-more

Placer Artists League
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Old Library Art Studios

Advocacy and  more…

Artist Directory 

Poetry Out Loud

ARTspace for Teaching & Learning
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MAkInG PrOGrESS
The Art Walk was inspired by Anthony Maki 
Gill and Larry Ortiz, then Arts Council of 
Placer County Board Member and Executive 
Director respectively. They watched it grow 
to more than 35 participating businesses, 
with hundreds of artists showing their works 
to more than 5,000 people annually.
 Those numbers may climb this year as 
technical improvements make it easier for 
businesses and artists to apply online.
 “Automation will not only help keep 
things organized for this year, but will 
allow us, going forward, to figure out what 
happened in prior years: what was popular, 
what didn’t work, and where we need to 
improve,” explains Committee Chair Carol 
Grismore. “It will also allow PlacerArts staff 
and volunteers to spend less time shuffling 
paper and more time helping venues and 
artists.”
 The 2017 Art Walk Committee comprises 
many new faces and long-time volunteers. It 
includes Grismore, Ann Robinson, Anthony 
Maki Gill, Bob Reich, Bobbie Powell, 
Dan Ernest, Diane Tharp, Gia McNutt, 
Joy Chung, KayLynn Sanderson, Linda 
Green, Lisa Gliever, MaryTess Mayall, Patty 

Pieropan Dong, Rick Watson, Susan Stoll, 
Shana Laursen and Rosie Stilwell.
 In addition to working on general 
coordination, committee members serve 
as venue managers, securing exhibit sites, 
assisting artists, and working with city 
officials and business groups.
 Stilwell, a veteran Art Walk volunteer, 
arranges the free shuttle bus service for 
visitors that typically is funded by the Old 
Town Merchants and Downtown Business 
associations. The Auburn Arts Commission 
covers the cost of musical entertainment. 
PlacerArts underwrites some of the 
children’s activities.
 “We have had a caricaturist doing free 
sketches of visitors on the street, and 
children creating sidewalk chalk art,” 
Stilwell recalls. “We hope to bring those 
back, and more.”
 “When you’re looking at art, talking 
to people, and enjoying the music, it’s 
surprising just how fast three hours can go 
by,” Stilwell cautions. “But then, that’s the 
nature of the Auburn Art Walk.”  

979 Hair Design 
Advanced Naturopathic Wellness
Auburn City Hall Gallery
Auburn Coffee Company
Auburn Old Town Gallery
Avantgarden
Baked & Brewed
California Welcome Center
Forever Enlightened 
General Gomez Arts & Events 

Center
Gold Rush Realty

Kid’s Closet
Monkey Cat Cafe
Nectar Cafe
OLAS (Old Library Art Studios)
Ordaz Gallery
PlacerArts Gallery
Placer High School
Roper’s Jewelers
Select Estate Properties
Sierra Moon Goldsmiths
SIP Auburn
Southside Art Center

State Theatre 
Stella + Parker Revival
Studio 802
Tango Frozen Yogurt
The Domes - Placer County          

Administration
The Golden Swann
Tucked In
Uptown Signs

2017 Auburn ArT WALk VEnuES
The following sites are expected to host artist exhibits during the Auburn Art Walk season. Maps of the sites partici-
pating in each individual Art Walk are posted at www.placerarts.org/programs/artwalk/auburn-art-walk-map in the 
week prior to the event:

On January 29, the Arts Council of 
Placer County hosted the annual Poetry 
Out Loud Placer County Finals for the 11th 
consecutive year. Placer High School student 
Dayanara Campos Sarmiento was named the 
winner. 
 The recitation competition, held at Sierra 
College in Rocklin, brought the literary arts 
to the stage as students from high schools 
across Placer County competed in front of 
judges and spectators. After two rounds 
of competition, Campos Sarmiento was 
declared the county champion. Placer High 
junior Brenn Haydon was runner-up.  
 Other competitors were: Kristin Pischel 
from Colfax High, Sabrina Desha and 
Phiroze Engineer from Lincoln High, 
Miranda Fedoronczuk from Placer High, and 
Madeleine Almond from Truckee High. 
 Following a pyramid structure, classroom 
winners advanced to a school-wide 
competition. Then each participating school 
sent their top competitors to vie at the 
county level. 
 Judging the Placer County Finals were: 
Tricia Caspers, published poet and Auburn 
Journal reporter; Elizabeth Johnson, writer, 
poet, educator; Terri Kent-Enborg, writer, 
visual artist and spoken-word performer; 
Valerie Bowman, poet, editor; John 
Bowman, poet and editor; and D. Pierre 
Butler, artist, poet and activist. 
 Campos Sarmiento and the other county 
champions went on to compete at the 
Poetry Out Loud State Finals in Sacramento 
on March 12-13. They were honored at 
a dinner reception where each received 

a Certificate of Recognition from their 
legislative representative.
 Despite a dynamic performance by 
Campos Sarmiento, Levi Lowe--a senior at 
Sonora Union High School in Tuolumne 
County--took first place at the state finals. 
He recited “The Death of Allegory,” by Billy 
Collins; “Chorus Sacerdotum,” by Baron 
Brooke Fulke Greville; and “Self-Inquiry 
before the Job Interview,” by Gary Soto. 
Lowe also won the title of California State 
Poetry Out Loud Champion in 2015. 
 As the 2017 Champion, Lowe received 
a $200 cash prize, $500 for his school to 
purchase literary materials, and an all-
expense paid trip to the national finals in 
Washington D.C. on April 24-26. (At press 
time, the winner was not known.)
 The National Endowment for the Arts 
(NEA) and the Poetry Foundation support 
this innovative program that encourages 
high school students to learn about 
great poetry through memorization and 
performance. A total of $50,000 in awards 
and school stipends is awarded annually at 
the national finals, with one winner taking 
home a $20,000 college scholarship. 
 Poetry Out Loud is presented in 
cooperation with the NEA, California Arts 
Council, and National Poetry Foundation. 
The local program was presented by 
PlacerArts with the sponsorship assistance 
of the Dwelle Family and the ARP Family 
foundations. 

For more information, visit: www.poetryoutloud.org/. 

Students Perform Poetry Out Loud
Contestants represent Colfax, Lincoln, Placer and Truckee schools at recitation contest

The 2017 Placer 
County Poetry Out 
Loud contestants 
were, from left: 
Kristin Pischel, 
Colfax High; Brenn 
Haydon, Placer 
High; Sabrina 
Desha, Lincoln 
High; Dayanara 
Campos Sarmiento, 
Placer High; Phiroze 
Engineer, Lincoln 
High; Miranda 
Fedoronczuk, Placer 
High; Madeleine 
Almond, Truckee 
High. Courtesy 
photo.

poets speak

http://www.placerarts.org/goto_perspectives/2015janmar.pdf
http://perspectivesonarts.org/
http://PlacerArts.org
http://www.poetryoutloud.org


8 Apr/May/Jun 2017   Perspectives on Arts  PlacerArts.org   Apr/May/Jun 2017 9 

Placer Artists League Presents Three Exhibits in 2017
Events include two Member Shows and a return of its annual Open Juried competition

By Janis Dice

Excitement is high within the Placer Artists 
League (PAL) as 2017 brings a return of its 
annual fine arts exhibit and competition, 
plus two members-only shows, giving 
participating artists more exposure while 
offering the public an opportunity to view 
the works of its talented arts community. 
Best of all, the three shows are exhibiting 
during Auburn Art Walks.

PAL MEMbEr SHOWS
Under the leadership of member Pat 
Stoddard Aragon, the Placer Artists League 
is presenting two 2017 Member Shows at 
the new PlacerArts Gallery at 910 Lincoln 
Way in Downtown Auburn. The first is set 
for April 4 through April 27, with an Artists 
Reception during the first Auburn Art Walk 
of the season on Friday April 7, from 6-9 
p.m.
 “We are happy to have a permanent 
location at PlacerArts for our artists to 
display their work,” says PAL Chairwoman 
MaryTess Mayall. “The new gallery space 
is beautiful, with plenty of room to exhibit 

our members’ works of art. It will be a very 
good location for us during the Auburn Art 
Walks.”
 A second Members Show will be held 
in summer, coinciding with the Auburn Art 
Walk on Friday, Aug. 4. Check the calendar 
at placerarts.org for details. 
 “Member Shows are not competitive,” 
Mayall points out, “but we will present a 
‘Take the Cake’ people’s choice award.” 
Visitors touring the Art Walk may come into 
the PlacerArts Gallery and vote for their 
favorite work of art; enter a free giveaway 
raffle; enjoy some light refreshments with 
PAL members; tour the new offices of the 
PlacerArts organization and meet the staff.
 “The new storefront along Lincoln Way 
has beautiful natural light and a perfect 
central location 
in Auburn,” 
Mayall says, 
“especially for 
the Art Walks.”
 That 
prominent public 
exposure not 
only provides 
artists with 
opportunities for 
exhibiting their creations, it also serves to 
market their work. And the fresh quarters 
offer space for workshops, classes and other 
arts events, too.
 The PlacerArts Gallery recently hosted 
the Springtime Celebration Show, exhibiting 
the work of its own Old Library Art Studio 
(OLAS) Artists in Residence: Thien Dao, 
Sandy Delehanty, Merridee Joan Smith, 
Paula Amerine and Linda Green.
 “We are in the process of evaluating a 
number of options for future shows,” says 
PlacerArts Executive Director Bob Reich. 
“There are a couple we are trying to put 
together in October and November related 
to previewing the PlacerArts Studios Tour.”  

OPEn JurIED SHOW
Long-time member Diane Friedberg is 
chairing PAL’s annual Open Juried Show, 
which she has done since 2008. The fine 
arts competition and exhibition has been 
held each year since PAL was established, 
she says, first staging the exhibit at the 
Umpqua Bank Art Gallery in Lincoln. That 
show accepted 56 pieces of art from 31 
artists, Friedberg recalls. 
 Every year it has grown, moving from 
site to site to accommodate the increasing 
number of exhibited art. In 2015, 225 pieces 
were submitted. By 2016, there were no 
local galleries large enough to host the 
show within its usual Spring time frame.
 “It has always been a challenge for PAL to 
find a venue large enough to accommodate 
the artwork,” Friedberg explains. “We 
usually want to accept around 100 pieces at 
the minimum. We were disappointed that 
we were unable to have our show in 2016 
due to the unavailability of venues and 
conflicting schedules of the volunteers. We 
are excited to be able to hold our show in 
2017.”
 The exhibit and competition will be held 
May 24 – June 13 at the General Gomez 
Arts and Events Center, 808 Lincoln Way in 
Downtown Auburn. This show is open to 
all artists and will be juried by Frank Ordaz, 
a renowned oil painter of landscapes and 
portraits. There will be seven categories: 3-D 
Sculpture, Acrylic, Mixed Media and Other 
Media, Oil, Pastel, Photography (including 
Digital Photography), and Watercolor. 
 Most of the artists who submit their 
artwork are local; either from Placer, Nevada 
or Sacramento counties, Friedberg notes. 
“This year we are using ‘EntryThingy’ for 
our online submissions, so we hope to have 
better exposure because it has a national 
Call to Artists directory.”
 This year, technical improvements are 
smoothing the way to completing exhibit 

applications and submitting works of art for 
consideration. Even judging is being done 
online for the 2017 show, Friedberg says.
 Honorees in the 2015 Open Juried Show 
were: Traci Owens, who received the 
General Gomez “Special Recognition” award 
for her painting “Blue Moon”; Lucinda 
Johnson took Best of Show for “The Autumn 
Vineyard”; Paul Harman took First Place – 
Pastel for “Journey Into a Storm”; Barbara 
Kempe’s “Wild Tropics” won First Place 
– Watercolor; Pam Avery ‘s “Pink Figure in 
the City” took First Place – Acrylic; Ingrid 
Lundquist won First Place – Photography 
for “Future Unknown”; Ann Ranlett’s 
scratchboard “Sleeping Patterns” took First 
Place -- Mixed Media; Ann Henderickson-
Pantos painting “Ginger in Paradise” won 
First Place – Oil.

PLAcErArTS PrOGrAM
Founded in 1958, PAL now is a PlacerArts 
program comprised of approximately 80 
active visual artists who meet regularly for 
camaraderie, artist presentations and expert 
demonstrations on a variety of art-related 
topics. The league’s charter is to support, 

During the Placer 
Artists League’s 

2015 Open 
Juried Show, 

‘Best of Show’ 
honors went to 

Lucinda Johnson’s 
watercolor 

painting of ‘The 
Autumn Vineyard’. 

Courtesy photo.

(Right) Placer 
Artists League 

Chair MaryTess 
Mayall, who works 

in mixed media, 
is expanding the 

groups’s social 
media outreach. 
Courtesy photo.  

http://www.placerarts.org/goto_perspectives/2015janmar.pdf
http://perspectivesonarts.org/
http://PlacerArts.org
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educate and encourage emerging artists, 
providing opportunities for exhibition and 
sale of members’ works.
 League artists create in a variety of 
two-dimensional and 3-D media. Many 
experienced members also offer classes in 
their areas of expertise.
 In addition to exhibiting their works in 
gallery shows, PAL members have produced 
Sketchcrawl events where they take to 
the streets to create art on the spot. Open 
to all artists--member and nonmember 
alike--participants of all genres gather to 
draw, sketch or paint in a specific area, 
then meet up to show what they created. 
PAL has sponsored Sketchcrawls at 
Auburn’s  Annual Community Festival and 
in historic Old Town Auburn.
 “Doing sketchcrawls was brought up by 
PAL member Carol Grismore, and it’s a great 
idea,” says MaryTess Mayall. “The public can 
see the artists in action, and it’s a fun excuse 
for us artists to all get together and work 
outside. Observers seemed interested so, 
hopefully, we will see some new members 
from that.”
 Mayall has created a Facebook page as 
another way to reach out to the community: 
“We are going to start sharing our events on 
social media, so that’s just another step in 
telling people they are welcome to join us.”
 PAL members receive monthly 
e-newsletters with local Calls to Artists, 

artist profiles, and schedules of meetings 
and classes. Members meet on the first 
Tuesday of every month, (except July) for 
guest demonstrations, expert art critiques, 
workshops and field trips to galleries and 
museums in the region. The public is invited 
to attend any meeting. 
 To accommodate work schedules, 
meeting times alternate between 10 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. each month. Locations also 
rotate between Auburn City Hall, member 
studios, and local businesses. On May 
2 at 10 a.m., Rudy Browne will offer a 
formal critique session of members’ works 
at Auburn City Hall. On June 6 at 7 p.m., 
Anthony Maki Gill will give a ceramics 
demonstration at 380/390 Racetrack Street in 
Auburn.
 “Since becoming a PAL member last 
year, I have found the league to be a great 
network of visual artists in a very wide 
range of media,” MaryTess Mayall says. 
“Their mentorship and camaraderie have 
been instrumental in my journey as a 
professional artist.”
 Like any journey, it’s not just about the 
destination: It’s enjoying the trip along the 
way. 

For more information, visit www.placerarts.org/
programs/pal.

(Right) Traci Owens 
received the 

General Gomez 
‘Special Recognition’ 

award in 2015 for 
her painting ‘Blue 
Moon.’ Courtesy 

photo.

(Below) Ann 
Henderickson-

Pantos won ‘First 
Place – Oil’ in the 

2015 PAL fine arts 
exhibition and 

competition for her 
painting ‘Ginger in 
Paradise.’ Courtesy 

photo.

“Art that is ‘eccentric’ in being obsessive 
or weird in some way,” is how Blue Line 
Arts’s curator artist Tony Natsoulas describes 
the new show opening at Blue Line Art’s 
Coker Family Gallery in June.
 “Some artists, for instance, are obsessive 
in their imagery, like painting every inch of 
their canvas. In curating this show, I was 
looking for figurative work that was very 
bold and wacky, but well done—to show 
art lovers an eccentric side of figurative art.”
 “Eccentric Imagery” was a show 
originated in 1986 by Michael Himovitz 
of the Himovitz Solomon Gallery in 
Sacramento. The show traveled to Berkeley 
Art Center; Ek’ymose Art Contemporain, 
Bordeaux, France; Caroline Corre Gallery, 
Paris, France.
 “I used the name for the first show I 
curated at Blue Line, in 2008. I was trying to 
honor Michael and his show that toured us 
artists for the first time out of Sacramento. 
Michael used his connections to get us to 
Berkeley and to the foreign galleries. This 
exhibit has different artists and will not 
travel.”

 Blue Line’s new version of the show, an 
invitational not a competition, will feature 
the ‘eccentric,’ wild and strange work of 25 
artists, from the Sacramento region, the Bay 

Area, and even one from Washington 
D.C. The opening reception, June 
17, 5-8:30 p.m., includes talks by 
the artists. The exhibit runs June 2 
through July 8. 

For more information, call 916.783.4117 or 
visit  www.bluelinearts.org/

(Left)‘Flooded and Toxic’ is a 36-by-52-inch 
painting by Zoran Peshich on display at 
the ‘Eccentric Imagery’ exhibit. Courtesy 
photo.

‘Eccentric Imagery’ Exhibit Puts What is
Weird and Obsessive in Artistic Focus
By Sandra Reeves

(Above) Bob 
Androvich created 
‘People and Places: 
1940s,’ a 30-by-38-
inch collage from 
more than 400 
layers of images 
digitally removed 
from a CD version of 
National Geographic 
magazine. Courtesy 
photo.

http://www.placerarts.org/goto_perspectives/2015janmar.pdf
http://perspectivesonarts.org/
http://PlacerArts.org
http://www.placerarts.org/programs/pal
http://www.placerarts.org/programs/pal
http://www.bluelinearts.org
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Placer Artists Prepare for the P.A.S.T.
Annual autumn studios tour brings visitors to artisans’ workspaces for 
hands-on demonstrations, discussions and great deals

By Janis Dice

The 24th annual PlacerArts Studios 
Tour (P.A.S.T.) may be months away, but 
organizers and artists are busy preparing for 
the area’s largest display of local talent.
 Set for Nov. 10-12, from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., the tour is a free, self-guided driving 
expedition to Placer County studios, 
workspaces and galleries where artists 
exhibit--and often demonstrate--their 
creative techniques. Last year 77 artists in 
40 locations participated, and organizers are 
planning for about the same in 2017.
 The biggest changes to the studio tour 
this year are technical improvements, such 
as initiating the application process sooner 
and streamlining online processes, plus 
strengthening its social-media, sponsor-
outreach and publicity networks.
 Painter and performing artist Gia McNutt 
is chairing the 2017 PlacerArts Studios Tour, 
bringing her years of business and Informa-
tion Technology experience to the task. Fel-
low artists Janet Nicholson and Jay Staargard 
independently nudged McNutt to take on 
the role, knowing her deep passion for the 

arts and vast knowledge of new technolo-
gies could push the P.A.S.T. into the future.
 “It was not a lightly made decision,” 
McNutt admits, laughing. “But I had a belief 
that I could make some lasting contributions 
by putting more structures in place and 
using automation that will benefit the artists, 
sponsors and visitors.” 
 For the first time, the complete artist 
application and submission process is 
taking place online, via the http://placerarts.
org website. This year’s art entries even 
will be juried online to ensure high-
quality standards are met. Jurors are: 
Tony Natsoulas, ceramic artist, curator at 
Blue Line Arts and Adjunct Professor at 
Sacramento State University; Phil Teefy, 
artist and owner of Rainbow Glass Art;.
com; Cynthia Charters, artist, lecturer and art 
instructor at Sierra College.
 With McNutt’s assistance, the volunteer 
sign-ups, scheduling and tracking systems 
also will be automated, allowing workers to 
easily find and commit to the jobs and shifts 
that work best for them. There are plenty of 

duties to cover, including acting as docents 
at the P.A.S.T. preview sites.

A TASTE OF THE TOur
To help build excitement for the three-
day event, provide more exposure for the 
artists, and allow the public to plan their 
routes, A Taste of the Tour preview shows 
will exhibit samples of each artist’s work in 
the weeks prior to the event.
 At press time, the sites include the 
General Gomez Arts and Events Center 
in downtown Auburn, which will host an 
Artists Reception on Friday Nov. 3, from 6-8 
p.m., and the Westfield Galleria at Roseville 
mall. (Check http://Placerarts.org for the 
latest details.)
 The 2017 PlacerArts Studios Tour 
planning committee includes: Chairwoman 
McNutt; Bob Reich, PlacerArts Executive 
Director; Janet Nicholson, glass artist and 
photographer; Janet Paehlig, painted silk 
artist and Sponsorship Chairwoman; John 
Kennedy, ceramics artist and Placer Arts 
Board member; Karen Killebrew, a former 
tour coordinator; and Trisa Swerdlow, an 
artist who participated in the tour for the 
first time in 2016.
 The committee is expanding the tour this 
year to include student artists to help foster 
emergent creators.
 “With diminished arts—or none at all—in 
public schools, it’s important to ensure we 
have a new generation of artists entering the 
arts community,” McNutt explains.
 Qualified students will be allowed to 
participate if they receive a recommendation 
from a professional artist, teacher or mentor. 
They will be paired with experienced artists 
in their studios. Students pay no entry fee 
and their works will not be juried. 
 “We are limiting student participation 

in this first year to 
ensure we have 
mentors and studio 
spaces for every 
youth artist,” McNutt 
says, “and to gauge 
the success of this 
initiative.”
 Adding students 
to the tour 
promotes PlacerArts’ 
mission to present 
quality classes, 
exhibits, tours, events—and professional 
performing arts and community theatrical 
performances—for people of all ages, that 
add significantly to Placer County’s quality 
of life. PlacerArts connects with teachers 
and county education officials to keep arts 
alive in the schools today. Now it also will 
put them on view in the P.A.S.T.. 

PlacerArts Studios Tour guides will be available 
from September through the tour at: PlacerArts, 
910 Lincoln Way, Auburn; ARTspace Rocklin, 5460 
5th Street, Rocklin; Old Library Artists Studios, 175 
Almond Street, Auburn. For more information, visit 
www.Placerarts.org.

Demonstrating 
the diversity of 
genres Placer 
County artists 
explore, Neal 
DeVore of Lincoln 
displays his wood-
turning skills dur-
ing the free stu-
dios tour. Courtesy 
photo.

This painted lady is 
the work of Granite 
Bay artist Mya Louw, 
one of 77 artists on 
the 2016 studios 
tour. Courtesy photo. 

http://www.placerarts.org/goto_perspectives/2015janmar.pdf
http://perspectivesonarts.org/
http://PlacerArts.org
http://www.placerarts.org/past/2017-placerarts-studios-tour/
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Spring Art Tours Are a Sure Cure for Cabin Fever
From indoor studios to city streets, communities celebrate the beginning of arts season

By Gloria Beverage

 After the long, wet and cold winter, a 
series of art shows and studio tours will 
combat the lingering effects of cabin fever. 
The Spring art season opens in April and 
continues through Mother’s Day weekend 
and beyond. Here’s a sampling of what’s 
planned.

cLAYFEST – LIncOLn cLAY DAY
The Art League of Lincoln presents America’s 
Clayfest V from April 15 through April 28 
at various locations throughout downtown 

Lincoln. Highlight of the 
festival will be Lincoln 
Clay Day on April 22 
in Beermann Plaza. 
Regional clay artists 
will be demonstrating 
techniques, selling their 
artwork and sculpting 
Gladding McBean 
factory-produced 
unfired clay pipes.
 “Since we won’t be 
able to have an event at 

Gladding McBean this year, we are focusing 
on making Clay Day a bigger event with 
many different elements,” says Art League of 
Lincoln President Jean Cross.
Clay Day on Beermann Plaza activities 
include: Kids’ Camp Clay, sponsored by the 
Rotary Club; Artists and members of the City 
Council carving on clay pipes; Teams of 
Clay, where businesses with a five-person 
team creating sculptures representing their 
businesses.
 The America’s ClayFest V Ceramic Exhibit 
has returned to Lincoln in two venues, 
Cross says: The second floor of the Lincoln 
Archives Museum on Beermann Plaza; and 
at the Art League of Lincoln’s Art Center, 580 
Sixth Street, in Lincoln. The new Rotunda 
Gallery on the second floor of Lincoln City 
Hall will be exhibiting a special presentation 

on the History and Art of Gladding McBean.

For more information, visit www.all4art.net 

ArT & cHOcOLATE 
STuDIO TrEk

Artists’ studios in Roseville, Rocklin and 
Granite Bay will be open for touring from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on April 29-30. Twenty-
one artists will be stationed in 12 art studios, 
exhibiting and demonstrating their creative 
processes and techniques.
  Metalsmith Chris Magisano, who is 
participating in the studio tour for the 
first time, will be exhibiting at Blue Line 
Gallery in downtown Roseville. She will 
be demonstrating the cold connection 
techniques she uses for creating unique 
jewelry pieces.
 Since moving from Houston, Texas to 
Auburn in 2015, Magisano has been striving 
to get her work placed in local galleries. 
Her work is now on display at a gallery in 
Truckee and was recently accepted by jurors 
at the Auburn Old Town Gallery, and the 
High Hand Gallery in Loomis.
 “I’ve always worked in some form of the 
arts,” Magisano explains, adding her artistic 
journey started with photography, then 
progressed to collage, beading and, finally, 
to metalwork.
 In addition to meeting and watching 
the artists at work, visitors will be able to 
purchase art from the participants on the 
studio tour.

Studio tour maps can be downloaded at www.
ArtStudioTrek.com

(Right top) Watercolorist Sonja Hamilton’s painting 
of Hyacinth beans is inspired by a visitor from a 
previous North Auburn Art Studios Tour. Courtesy 
photo.

Metalsmith Chris 
Magisano will 

demonstrate her 
ability to craft jewelry, 

like this decorated 
cuff, during the Art & 
Chocolate Art Studio 
Trek. Courtesy photo.

nOrTH Auburn 
ArT STuDIOS TOur 

Twenty noted Northern California artists 
will participate in the 20th annual North 
Auburn Art Studios Tour scheduled from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on May 13 and 14. The artists 
participating in this free event are located 
within a few miles of each other.
 A long-time tour participant, Sonja 
Hamilton is an award-winning watercolorist 
who moved from the San Francisco Bay 
area to Auburn in 2000. “It didn’t take 
long to become assimilated into the art 
community here,” she says, adding that she 
has been participating in the North Auburn 
Studios Tour since settling in the Foothills.
 Hamilton estimates between 120 and 140 
people take the studio 
tour each Mother’s 
Day weekend. It’s 
an ideal outing for 
families to celebrate 
their mothers, she 
suggests. 
 Her most 
memorable visitor was 
“Butterfly,” a woman 
in her 80s dressed in 
vibrant, rainbow colors 
and wearing a large hat. An avid gardener, 
Butterfly described Hyacinth beans to 
Hamilton. When planted in a sunny spot, 
Butterfly told the watercolorist, the vine 
pops out in sweet pea-shaped flowers each 
summer.   
 A few weeks after Butterfly’s visit to the 
studio, Hamilton was delighted to receive 
a packet of the Hyacinth beans in the mail. 
She planted them in front of her studio, then 
painted the plant’s growing stages. Now she 
harvests their seeds each year for friends 
and visitors. 
 “I’m the Johnny Appleseed of the 
Hyacinth beans,” she says, laughing.
That’s the type of personal connections 

often made between artists 
and visitors on the tours.

For a map of the artists’ sites, visit 
northauburnartists.com.

LOOMIS ArT LOOP
At the other end of Placer 
County, the 14th Annual Spring 
Artist Studio Tour will be 
open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
on Mother’s Day weekend. 
Seventeen professional artists 
will be sharing workspaces on 
May 13 and 14.
 One of the founders of 
the Loomis Art Loop, Victoria 
Brooks, will share her studio 
and garden with ceramic artist 
Sherron Totter, who will be 
working at a small potter’s 
wheel in the garden. Although 
they use different mediums, 
their work complements each 
other.
 “Her ceramics have an 
ocean theme,” Brooks says. 
“And a lot of my work features 
beaches. It’s nice to have 
people come and go between 
the two of us. People have 

(Left) Victoria 
Brooks, shown 
painting on location 
in Oia, Santorini, 
will be sharing her 
studio with potter 
Sherron Totter 
during the Loomis 
Art Loop. Courtesy 
photo.

Auburn ArT WALkS
6-9 p.m. on Fridays; April 7, June 2, 
Aug. 4 and Oct. 6
Downtown and Old Town Auburn
www.placerarts.org/programs/

AMErIcA’S cLAYFEST V
April 15 through May 20
Venues throughout Lincoln
www.all4art.net

ArT & cHOcOLATE 
STuDIO TrEk
10 a.m.-5 p.m., April 29-30
roseville, Granite bay and rocklin 
www.artstudiotrek.com

LOOMIS ArT LOOP
10 a.m.–5 p.m., May 13-14
Loomis
www.loomisartloop.com

nOrTH Auburn ArT 
STuDIOS TOur
10 a.m.–5 p.m., May 13-14
north Auburn
www.northauburnartists.com

http://www.placerarts.org/goto_perspectives/2015janmar.pdf
http://perspectivesonarts.org/
http://PlacerArts.org
http://www.all4art.net
http://www.ArtStudioTrek.com
http://www.ArtStudioTrek.com
http://northauburnartists.com
http://www.placerarts.org/programs/artwalk/
http://www.all4art.net
http://www.artstudiotrek.com/
http://www.loomisartloop.com
http://www.northauburnaretists.com
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GALLErIES OFFEr OnGOInG ArT ExHIbITS
After trekking around Placer County to observe artists in their natural habitats, there are still plenty of art-filled spaces 
to explore. Some galleries operate stores; most rotate themed exhibits and host artist receptions. All offer free admis-
sion. Here is a sampling of what’s going on at local galleries:

Auburn Old Town Gallery
218 Washington St., Suite A, Auburn
530.887.9150 
Flora & Fauna
Artists Reception April 7, 6 – 9 p.m.
Exhibit April 7–May 4
Mind Your Metal
Artists Reception May 5, 6–9 p.m.
Exhibit May 5-June 1
Wild Things
Artists Reception June 2, 6-9 p.m.
Exhibit June 2-July 7

blue Line Arts
405 Vernon St., Suite 100, Roseville
916.783.4117
Eccentric Imagery
June 2-July 8, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
It Figures
June 2-July 8; 11 a.m.-3 p.m.

General Gomez Arts & Events center
808 Lincoln Way, Auburn
530.745.4230 

Out on a Limb!
Artists Reception April 28, 5-7 p.m.
Exhibit April 28-May 21
Check the website for affiliated  
events
Placer Artists League Open Juried Show 
Artists Reception June 2,  6-9 p.m.
Awards Ceremony 6:30 p.m.
Exhibit May 24–June 13

High Hand Art Gallery
3750 Taylor Rd., Loomis CA
916.259.4298
Pairings
Exhibit continues through April 30
Desert Song
Artists Reception May 7, 1-3 p.m.
Exhibit May 7–June 27

north Tahoe Arts
380 N Lake Blvd, Tahoe City
530.581.2787
Annual Members Exhibit
Reception April 7, 5-7 p.m.
Exhibit April 5-30

PlacerArts Gallery
910 Lincoln Way, Auburn
530.885-5670
Placer Artists League Members Show
Artists Reception April 7, 6-9 p.m
Exhibit April 4-27

Sierra college – ridley Gallery
5000 Rocklin Road, Rocklin
916.624.3333
$3 campus parking fee 
20th Annual 
Juried Student Art Exhibition
Exhibit May 1–18, 11 a.m.-6 p.m., 
Monday through Thursday
Awards Reception May 4, 5–7 p.m.

umpqua bank Art Gallery
571 5th Street, Lincoln
916.408.8087, 916.209.3499
Art League of Lincoln Members Exhibit
June 13-July 11, 9 a.m.-5 p.m

twice the reason to come on the tour.”
 As a preview to the annual art loop—and 
a follow-up exhibit--each of the 17 artists
will have pieces of their art on display 
throughout the Flower Farm, 4150 Auburn 
Folsom Road in Loomis, from April 11
through July 31. A reception honoring the 
artists will be held from 1-4 p.m. on April 
23 at the Flower Farm. Brooks indicates she 
will be painting in the garden during the 
reception. 

To download a map of the Loomis Art Loop tour, 
visit www.loomisartloop.com. 

For those who want to keep cabin fever at 
bay through Autumn, PlacerArts presents the 
free Friday evening Auburn Art Walks from 
6 to 9 p.m. on April 7, June 2, Aug. 4 and 

Oct. 6. Businesses and galleries host artist 
receptions and ongoing exhibits throughout 
Downtown and Old Town Auburn, with 
music, demonstrations and hands-on 
activities along the way. For locations of 
participating venues, visit www.placerarts.
org.
 To finish the year, the 24th annual 
PlacerArts Studios Tour is held the weekend 
of Nov. 10-12. This three-day art expo offers 
the public a free, self-guided driving tour 
of Placer County studios, workspaces and 
galleries where artisans exhibit--and often 
demonstrate--their creative processes. And 
visitors get to purchase works of art directly 
from the creators.
 No matter the time of year, in Placer 
County, art is always in season. 

Ink & Ivory: The “Ink” is tattooing; the 
“Ivory” is creating scrimshaw. Examples of 
these two nautical art forms are featured in 
a year-long exhibit opening in May at the 
Tahoe Maritime Museum, on Lake Tahoe’s 
West Shore. Like each of its gallery shows, 
Ink & Ivory reflects the museum’s aim to 
portray and preserve Tahoe’s maritime 
history.
 “Ink & Ivory developed from a 
brainstorming session between my director, 
Lora Nadolski, and me,” explains Museum 
Curator Barbara Bogucki. “Tahoe Maritime 
Museum has always tried to have an art 
component, and that has grown in recent 
years to a full art exhibition.  In our new 
phase, as we transition to becoming the 
Tahoe Maritime Center, the new exhibition 
hall we are building will have a dedicated 
art gallery. We try to stay true to a theme 
related to Tahoe, but we also like to 
incorporate other ideas of maritime culture. 
Ink & Ivory developed into a good blend of 
the two.”

 “The two” are known as “arts of the 
sailors,” as the exhibition guide explains.
 Cultures from around the world have 
practiced tattooing for thousands of years, 
but the connection between tattoos and 
sailors began as a result of voyages by 
British Royal Navy Captain James Cook. 
These voyages to the South Pacific resulted 
in drawings of native New Zealanders’ 
tattoos and the first European account of 
Tahitian tattoo methods. British sailors 
adopted the practice following their contact 
with these Polynesian cultures, and soon 

interest in this body 
art quickly spread 
across the Atlantic 
to American sailors. 
 Some consider 
scrimshaw an 
American art form, 
but the art as it is 
recognized today 
was developed 
and refined by sea-
going men of many 
nationalities who 
worked on whaling 
ships during the 
“golden age” of 
whaling in the mid-
1800s.
 The whale-man’s scrimshaw is the 
carving of whale ivory, walrus ivory, 
baleen, skeletal bone and other found 
objects--such as seashells and man-made 
materials--salvaged from the sea. A maker of 
scrimshaw is known as a scrimshander.
 “In Ink & Ivory we will feature tattoos 
and scrimshaw, chosen from the many 
entries, that are specific to the nautical 
tradition of Tahoe, and also historical 
photos from elsewhere,” Bogucki says. “The 
opening reception, along with our historical 
exhibition, What’s in a Name, will be May 
26. Both exhibitions will run for a year.”
 Tahoe Maritime Museum is located at 
401 West Lake Boulevard in Tahoe City. For 
more information, call 530.583.9283 or visit 
www.tahoemaritimemuseum.org/ 

‘Ink & Ivory’ Explores Nautical Art Forms
Lake Tahoe’s ties to scrimshaw and tattoo artistry subject of year-long display

By Sandra Reeves

MuSEuM LAuncH PArTY & ExHIbIT 
OPEnInG rEcEPTIOn

Friday May 26

MuSEuM SuMMEr HOurS bEGIn MAY 27, 
10 a.m – 4:30 p.m

(Above) The tradition of 
sailors tattooing their 
bodies dates back to 
Captain James Cook. 
This photo was taken 
aboard the USS New 
Jersey, December, 
1944. Courtesy photo. 

(Left) Scrimshaw on a 
Sperm Whale tooth, 
circa 1828, by Edward 
Burdett. Photo courtesy 
of: New Bedford Whal-
ing Museum.

http://www.placerarts.org/goto_perspectives/2015janmar.pdf
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The legacy of a turn-of-the-century fine 
arts photographer, who was born and raised 
in Colfax, is being kept alive by a group of 
arts-loving volunteers.
 The non-profit Grace Hubley Foundation 
was formed to preserve the legacy of one 

of California’s 
earliest 
professional 
female 
photographers, 
as well as 
support the arts 
and cultural 
heritage of the 
area.  
 Raised on 
her parents’ 80-
acre property 
off Ben Taylor 
Road, Hubley 
left the foothills 
in the early 

1900s to pursue a career as a fine arts 
photographer in the Bay Area, according 
to the foundation’s website. Jones is one of 
the few women active in photography in 
California before 1920, and one of a small 
number of those interested in photography 
as art.
 Her early photographs were exhibited 
throughout San Francisco; several claiming 
top honors in amateur photography 
contests. Hubley’s budding career, however, 
was nearly destroyed by the San Francisco 
earthquake in 1906. 
 Undaunted, the aspiring photographer 
enrolled in San Francisco’s Artist School of 
Photography the following year and then 
opened a commercial portrait studio in 
Sacramento. 
 In 1916, she married Frank R. Jones, a 
dispatcher for Southern Pacific Railroad. 
Two years later, after she inherited her 
parents’ property, the couple settled in 

Colfax. Jones became the city’s station 
manager and Hubley continued with her 
photography.
 It’s unclear when she closed the 
Sacramento portrait studio or when Hubley 
died. What is known is the bulk of her 
commercial work remained.  
 In 1989, nearly 12,000 of Hubley’s glass 
negatives--stored under the house and in 
a small adjacent building--were discovered 
by Colfax Area Historical Society member 
Gertrude Paul during a yard sale at the Ben 
Taylor property.
 In talking with the renter, Paul was 
told about the numerous boxes of glass 
negatives cached around the property. 
Recognizing an historic treasure when she 
saw one, Paul contacted the owners and 
asked if they would donate the negatives to 
the Historical Society.  
 The owners agreed and the glass 
negatives were retrieved. Volunteers spent 
the next 10 years cleaning, counting, 
categorizing, numbering and storing the 
Grace Hubley collection.  
 Paul also researched Hubley’s life and 
oversaw the production of a 120-page 
monograph, including a portfolio of selected 
images from the collection. 
 The Historical Society’s efforts to preserve 
and honor Hubley’s work launched the 
creation of the non-profit organization that 
not only oversees the restoration of the 
historic Hubley House and gardens, but also 
annually commissions, produces and funds 
works by local artists.

SHADOW ArT
One of the foundation’s most visible 
commissions was awarded to Jim Bowers 
and Foxey McCleary for a series of shadow 
murals throughout historic Colfax.
The two artists--who have collaborated 
on major art works in Grass Valley 

Grace Hubley Foundation Shines a Light on Shadow Art
In memory of an early photographer, a trail of shadow murals leads viewers  through Colfax’ past

By Gloria Beverage

and Sonoma--began painting murals in 
downtown Colfax in the early 2000s.
Bowers, a longtime Colfax resident, has 
created several massive public art projects, 
including the world’s largest clock (1.25 
miles in diameter), which put him in the 
Guinness Book of World Records.  
 McCleary, whose family has lived in 
Colfax since its pioneer days, was born in 
China and lived abroad for many years. She 
studied art in New York and California and 
taught at the City College of Chicago. Since 
returning to Colfax in 1980, she has taught 
at Colfax Elementary and Studio 700. 
 The plan for the series of shadow murals 
slowly evolved, McCleary notes: “Colfax 
desperately needed art to attract tourism and 
uplift its image and historic reputation.”
 The first shadow mural, “Shadows 
Past,” went up around 2010, Bowers says. 
The concept took about three months to 
organize, gathering materials and “tracing” 
live models in period costume, with horses 
and dogs there, too. The actual painting was 
done within four days.
 “I got the idea while walking down 
the sidewalk on South Auburn Street on a 
sunny summer afternoon,” Bowers recalls. 
“I noticed my own shadow on the 350-
foot cinder block wall and got the idea to 
transpose the idea back to the 1800s with 
historic figures on the wall.
 “Visitors and art lovers can now travel 
back in time by casting their own shadow 
into the art,” he continues, “and then 
photographing their own historic reflection.”
 Other shadow murals followed: “The 
Parishioners,” “Break Out,” “The Black 
Hole” and “The Mercantile.”
 Working with McCleary has been a 
good experience, Bowers says: “I’ve never 
collaborated cohesively with any other 
artist. I’ve known Foxey for 15 years and 
our collaborative art is synchronous and just 
comes together seamlessly.”

 In 2012, the two artists were presented 
with the Grace Hubley award in recognition 
of their work on the two newest murals: 
“Celebration” and “Glee.” 
 McCleary did the groundwork for the 
most recent murals with the assistance and 
support of Nancy Hagman, co-founder/
agent for the Hubley Foundation.  
 “Some of the children (depicted) are 
children of foundation board members,” 
Hagman points out, making the murals 
more organic to the community.
 In addition to covering the cost of the 
murals, the foundation is paying for their 
care and upkeep. Funding to produce a 
map, which shows the location of the seven 
murals depicting life in Colfax through the 
years, was provided by the Grace Hubley 
Foundation. 
 Created by Colfax Area Chamber 
of Commerce volunteer Cathy Kiefer, 
the walking/driving tour map can be 
downloaded from the Colfax Area Historical 
Society web page: colfaxhistory.org. Copies 
are also available at the Colfax Museum/
Chamber of Commerce office in the Train 
Depot on Railroad Street.  
 In the spirit of the Hubley Foundation’s 
mission to keep the arts alive, Bowers and 
McCleary are considering adding two murals 
along South Auburn Street, recreating the art 
in the Lot of Art park, and painting a mural 
in the laundromat next to Sierra Market.
 With the Grace Hubley Foundation’s 
assistance, the city of Colfax is continuing to 
put shadow art in the spotlight. 

Featured in the tour 
of shadow murals 
is ‘Black Hole,’  
depicting a Chinese 
laborer in the 
1800s. Conscripted 
Chinese workers 
were instrumental 
in constructing 
the Central Pacif ic 
Railroad line 
through Colfax and 
across the rugged 
Sierra Nevada. 
Photo courtesy of 
Jim Bowers.

The Grace Hubley 
Foundation sponsored 
the creation of several 

shadow art murals 
including ‘Celebration,’ 

painted by Jim 
Bowers and Foxey 

McCleary. The image 
is located on Main 

Street, just past the 
Colfax Freight Depot. 
Photo courtesy of Jim 

Bowers.
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arts news arts news

rAnLETT rEcEIVES HOnOrS
“Safety,” Ann Ranlett’s scratchboard 
drawing of a greyhound dog, received a 
second place Silver Award in the Masters 

Division at the 2017 International Society 
of Scratchboard Artists Exhibition. Avril 
Thomas was the juror for the Masters 
Division. The exhibition was held in South 
Australia at the Stump Hill Gallery at the 
McLaren Vale Visitor’s Center.
 Ranlett’s scratchboard drawing of a 
border collie pup, “Sheep”, has been 
selected for publication in another of North 
Light Books’ compilation editions: Art 
Journey Animals – A Collection of Inspiring 
Contemporary Masterworks. The book was 
published in December of 2016. Art featured 
in the book was selected from previous 
North Light publications.
 Her drawing of a Shire draft horse’s legs, 
“Fresh Feathers,” was awarded Second Place 
in the Miniature category at the 2016 Art 
at the Classic art show at the Draft Horse 
Classic. Ranlett says she shot the reference 
photo of the horse at the wash rack at a 
Classic event a few years ago. 
 Most recently, Ranlett’s “Sleeping 
Patterns,” a scratchboard drawing of a 
pair of Sumatran tigers, was accepted in 
the Society of Animal Artists’ 56th Annual 
Exhibition. The show was held last autumn 
at the Houston Museum of Natural Science 
and may be included in a touring exhibition 
of select works.
 To see more of her work, 
visit annran.com.

OrDAZ On PODcAST
Placer County recently released a podcast 
about local artist Frank Ordaz, a matte 
painter for the hit movie  “Return on the 
Jedi,” as well as many other iconic films 
from the Eighties. In the “Hugging George 
Lucas” online podcast, Ordaz recalls his 
early days and experiences working with 
the filmmaker, then explains why the arts 
are so important to Placer County. To hear 
the interview, visit:
soundcloud.com/placercounty/hugging-
george-lucas-placer-artist-frank-ordazs-
journey-from-star-wars-to-the-sierra.

SPrInG cOncErT
The Sierra Nevada Winds presents its annual 
spring concert on Saturday, April 29, from 
7:30 – 9:30 p.m., in the Dietrich Theatre on 
the Sierra College campus, 5000 Rocklin 
Road, in Rocklin. Program highlights include 
Festive Overture, Op. 96 by Shostakovich; 
Bernstein’s Suite from “Mass”; and the tunes 
of Duke Ellington. Tickets are available at 
the door: $10 for adults; $7 for seniors and 
students. The performance is sponsored 
by Sierra College Friends of the Library. 
The Sierra Nevada Winds, under the 
direction of esteemed conductor Robert 
Halseth, was recognized in 2016 as one 
of two outstanding community concert 
bands in the USA.  530.269.0395; www.
sierranevadawinds.org 

LAkE TAHOE rEPHOTOGrAPHY
Friday, April 14, at 5 p.m., Peter Goin 
-- author, photographer, and University 
of Nevada, Reno Foundation Professor 
-- will speak on One Hundred Years of 
Shoreline: Rephotography and Lake Tahoe, 
at the Tahoe Maritime Museum. Travel in 
time as the 1916 Lake Tahoe Shoreline 
Survey reappears in Professor Peter Goin’s 
photographs of nearly the identical site. 
One hundred years ago, photographer 
H.T. Cowling’s 150 photographs showed 
conditions on the shores of the lake with 

the water at its maximum level, and helped 
property owners present their complaints 
about the lake’s elevation. Professor Peter 
Goin will present visually entertaining 
comparative views of then, and now. 
This event is free and open to the public. 
The museum is located at 401 West Lake 
Boulevard in Tahoe City.

‘bOLD ExPrESSIOnS’
‘Bold Expressions 2017,’ the 62nd 
International Open Juried Art Exhibit 
presented by Northern California Arts, Inc., 
is open to fine artists everywhere.  NCA, Inc. 
located in Sacramento, invites you to submit 
your original artwork: No photography, 
film or crafts. The juror is David Lobenberg.  
The online application deadline is Aug. 
12; exhibit date is Oct. 3-29.  Best of 
Show receives $1,000; with $3,000 in total 
cash and gift awards.  For detailed Artist’s 
Prospectus, go to: www.sacfinearts.org, or 
norcalarts.cloud, and click on Call to Artists.  
For info, joanmcmurray2470@att.net.

ArT AS THErAPY
“Image Nation,” an art installation featuring 
Nevada County veterans, continues at the 
Truckee Community Recreation Center 
through June 30. Admission is free and 
open to the public. The photographs – self 
portraits and pictures of veterans’ hands, are 
the result of a therapeutic workshop with 
master photographer Michael Llewellyn.
 Along with the artistic value of the 
collection, “Image Nation” helps veterans 
express themselves and connect with each 
other and society, a key element in treating 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.
 Llewellyn, a veteran himself, has been 
working in photography since 1988. “I have 
personal experience with the debilitating so-
cial isolation caused by episodes of trauma,” 
he says. “The practice of photography of-
fered me insight into understanding creative 
self expression, which contributed to the 
success of my career.”

 His instruction begins with basic camera 
operation, then delves into how to identify 
different qualities of light. Llewellyn plans 
to host a series of nine veteran photography 
workshops in 2017. Veterans interested 
in participating in the next Image Nation 
Workshop may contact Llewellyn at 
michael@michaelllewellyn.com.
 “Image Nation” is an initiative of the 
Nevada County Arts Council in partnership 
with Welcome Home Vets, funded in part 
by the California Arts Council and local 
contributions.

‘MuSIc AnD THE MuSE’
The Colla Voce Chamber Singers will 
present “Music and the Muse” Sunday, May 
7 at 3 p.m. at Pioneer Methodist Church in 
Auburn. The concert presents an eclectic 
variety of music and poetry about the arts 
that range from the serious to the silly; from 
John Rutter to the well-loved melodies, such 
as “How Can I Keep From Singing,” Leonard 
Cohen’s “Hallelujah,” “The Cup Song” (made 
popular by Anna Kendrick in the movie 
“Pitch Perfect”), music from “Phantom of 
the Opera,” and other American standards 
including “Fascinatin’ Rhythm” and “Daddy 
Sang Bass.” Other performance dates 
and ticket details are available online at 
collavoce.org, or by calling 530.270.9407.

‘Sleeping Patterns’ 
by Ann Ranlett
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Top 10 Reasons to Support the Arts in 2017
Excerpted from a post by Randy I. Cohen, Vice President of Research and Policy, at Americans for the Arts

end paper

recently, U.S. Senator Tom Udall (NM)—co-chair of 
the Senate Cultural Caucus and chief sponsor of the 
CREATE Act—was asked how best to advocate for the 
arts in the current environment. “Start by telling every 
one of your Senators about the economic benefits of 

the arts,” he said without hesitation.
 The effective arts advocate needs a full quiver of 
case-making arrows to articulate the value of the arts 
in as many ways as possible—from the passionately 
inherent to the functionally pragmatic.

1. Arts improve individual well-being. 63 percent 
of the population believe the arts “lift me up beyond 
everyday experiences,” 64 percent feel the arts give them 
“pure pleasure to experience and participate in,” and 
73 percent say the arts are a “positive experience in a 
troubled world.”

2. Arts unify communities. 67 percent of Americans 
believe “the arts unify our communities regardless of age, 
race, and ethnicity” and 62 percent agree that the arts 
“help me understand other cultures better”—a per-
spective observed across all demographic and economic 
categories.

3. Arts improve academic performance. Students en-
gaged in arts learning have higher GPAs and standardized 
test scores, and lower drop-out rates. The Department 
of Education reports that access to arts education for 
students of color is significantly lower than for their white 
peers, and has declined for three decades. Yet, research 
shows that low socio-economic-status students have even 
greater increases in academic performance, college-going 
rates, college grades, and holding jobs with a future. 88 
percent of Americans believe that arts are part of a well-
rounded K-12 education.

4. Arts strengthen the economy. The arts and cul-
ture sector is a $730 billion industry, which represents 
4.2 percent of the nation’s GDP—a larger share of the 
economy than transportation, tourism, and agriculture 
(U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis). The nonprofit arts 
industry alone generates $135 billion in economic activity 
annually (spending by organizations and their audiences), 
which supports 4.1 million jobs and generates $22.3 bil-
lion in government revenue.

5. Arts are good for local businesses. Attendees at 
nonprofit arts events spend $24.60 per person, per 
event, beyond the cost of admission on items such as 
meals, parking, and babysitters—valuable revenue for 
local commerce and the community. Attendees who live 
outside the county in which the arts event takes place 

 spend twice as much as their local counterparts ($39.96 
vs. $17.42).

6. Arts drive tourism. Arts travelers are ideal tourists, 
staying longer and spending more to seek out authentic 
cultural experiences. Arts destinations grow the economy 
by attracting foreign visitor spending. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce reports that, between 2003-2015, 
the percentage of international travelers including “art 
gallery and museum visits” on their trip grew from 17 to 
29 percent, and the share attending “concerts, plays, and 
musicals” increased from 13 to 16 percent.

7. Arts are an export industry. The arts and culture 
industries had a $30 billion international trade surplus in 
2014, according to the Bureau of Economic Analysis. U.S. 
exports of arts goods (e.g., movies, paintings, jewelry) 
exceeded $60 billion.

8. Arts spark creativity and innovation. Creativity is 
among the top 5 applied skills sought by business lead-
ers—with 72 percent saying creativity is of high impor-
tance when hiring. The Conference Board’s Ready to 
Innovate report concludes, “The arts—music, creative 
writing, drawing, dance—provide skills sought by em-
ployers of the 3rd millennium.” Research on creativity 
shows that Nobel laureates in the sciences are 17 times 
more likely to be actively engaged in the arts than other 
scientists.

9. Arts improve healthcare. Nearly one-half of the 
nation’s healthcare institutions provide arts programming 
for patients, families, and even staff. 78 percent deliver 
these programs because of their healing benefits to pa-
tients—shorter hospital stays, better pain management, 
and less medication.

10. Arts and healing in the military. The arts are part 
of the military continuum—promoting readiness during 
pre-deployment as well as aiding in the successful reinte-
gration and adjustment of Veterans and military families 
into community life. Service members and Veterans rank 
art therapies in the top 4 (out of 40) interventions and 
treatments.

For more information, visit www.americansforthearts.org

This Spring, the Crocker Art Museum in 
Sacramento offers a taste of “Forbidden 
Fruit,” then explores the works of San Fran-
cisco artist Raimonds Staprans.
 The museum continues hosting “Forbid-
den Fruit: Chris Antemann at MEISSEN®“ 
through June 25. This exhibition of con-
temporary porcelain sculpture is centered 
around a lavish banquet scene inspired by 
18th century grandeur. The installation in-
cludes a pleasure garden made up of eight 
pieces that surround a temple, creating 
an elaborate tableau. The banquet scene 
is accompanied by a collection of smaller 
sculptures. A massive porcelain chandelier 
completes the lush atmosphere, evoking 
the tradition of palatial porcelain rooms. 
The intricate surface ornamentation is hand-
painted or applied to the sculptures using 
specially designed transfer decals, mixing 
18th century designs with modern technol-
ogy.
 Much of Antemann’s inspiration comes 
from painted patterns gracing 18th century 
MEISSEN® tableware – a rich sampling of 
which can be found in the Crocker Art Mu-
seum’s permanent collections. The traveling 
exhibit was organized by Antemann with 
support from MEISSEN®. The artworks were 
produced in collaboration with the porcelain 
factory in their studio arts program. 

FuLL SPEcTruM
A retrospective exhibition of a California 
Master, “Full Spectrum: Paintings by Rai-
monds Staprans” will be on view from June 
25 through Oct. 8. Staprans is a Latvian-born 
painter of landscapes, architectural elements, 
and still lifes with ties to California’s Bay 
Area figurative movement and pop art. More 
than 55 paintings will afford viewers the op-
portunity to appreciate Staprans’ bold color 
and richly layered technique. 
 Many of his paintings highlight Califor-
nia landscape and architecture, with a basis 
both in reality and the artist’s imagination. 

In his landscapes, which are devoid of 
people, taut contours and bold hues define 
fields, marinas, isolated trees, and architec-
ture, while scorching sunlight descends from 
skies of the deepest blue. His still lifes share 
this same quality of light and rich color, of-
ten through a full prismatic spectrum. 

The Crocker Art Museum is located at 216 O Street 
in downtown Sacramento. For more information, 
call (916) 808-7000 or visit crockerartmuseum.org.

Crocker Presents ‘Forbidden Fruit’
and Works of Raimonds Staprans

(Above) Oregon 
artist Chris 
Antemann works 
on ‘Forbidden Fruit’ 
at the MEISSEN® 
Porcelain 
Manufactory in 
Germany. Courtesy 
photo.

(Left) ‘Four 
Windswept Oversize 
Oranges’ oil on 
canvas by San 
Francisco artist 
Raimonds Staprans. 
Photo courtesy of 
the Glass Family 
Collection

http://www.placerarts.org/goto_perspectives/2015janmar.pdf
http://perspectivesonarts.org/
http://PlacerArts.org
http://crockerartmuseum.org


  

910 Lincoln Way
Auburn cA 95603-4807

http://api-marketing.com

