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arts advocate

With this issue, we are publishing 
Perspectives on Arts only in an online 
version. PlacerArts has published 
Perspectives for over 25 years, with the 
broad change from printed publications 
only to online issues, too. We are evaluating 
an online-only publication--as compared 
to producing both printed and online 
versions—from a budget and efficiency 
standpoint, as well as what our audiences 
and supporters prefer. Our plan for this 
year is two printed and two online-only 
editions of Perspectives. We would like your 
feedback on whether you prefer online-only 
or printed versions. 

STUDIOS TOUR
As the largest program at PlacerArts, our 
2016 PlacerArts Studios Tour was very 
successful. Seventy-seven artists in 40 
locations were visited by guests from 
throughout Placer County, as well as other 
areas. Many artists saw an increase in 
visitors over previous years, and an increase 
in sales, during the three-day tour. I was 
thrilled at the diversity of artists, mediums 
and styles showcased on the tour. We had 
many artists who have participated on 
the tour for several years, and many new 
artists. Among the new artists was a group 
of four artists at Sun City Roseville, who 
collaborated in one of the art studios, and 
had a very good response. 
 The Studios Tour would not be possible 
without the support of many businesses and 
individuals who contributed to the program. 
Diamond level sponsors were Placer 
Community Foundation, and Westfield 
Galleria at Roseville. Platinum level sponsors 
were Andy and Shana Laursen. Our Gold 
level sponsors were Advantage Marketing 
and Print, Blue Cat Studio, Flyers Energy, 

and Placer County Visitors Bureau. All of the 
2016 PlacerArts Studios Tour sponsors are 
listed in this edition of Perspectives. Please 
thank them for their support. 

MOVING AHEAD
In 2017, we look forward to continued 
growth of the organization and our 
programs. One focus is our education 
programs. ARTspace in Auburn will add 
classes for all ages in our new location at 
910 Lincoln Way. With our own facility, we 
will be able to schedule classes throughout 
the week. We also look to increase classes 
and workshops in our Rocklin ARTspace, as 
well as branch out to offer arts education in 
schools and other locations.
 The Auburn Art Walk will start again in 
April. In 2016 we moved to the first Friday 
of the month with positive response. We 
will continue adding entertainment and 
hands-on kids’ art activities, and reach out 
to more venues and artists. Poetry Out 
Loud in January will include more schools 
and students than in recent years as an 
introduction to the wonders of poetry for 
high school students. We are beginning to 
work on the selections for the 2017 Summer 
Concert Series. PlacerArts is looking 
to expand its Board of Directors and 
increase the number and opportunities for 
volunteers. 
 We look forward to a great 2017 and 
hope you will join us often. 

 — Bob Reich
  Executive Director, PlacerArts

New Year is Time to Look Back; 
Move Forward

ABOUT THE COVER
‘The Nine of Cups,’ one of Cathy McClelland’s illustrations 
in her newly completed 78-card Tarot deck, represents 
giving and receiving. The butterf lies signify sending out 
love and acceptance to the universe and humankind, 
which is represented by the dove. McClelland’s Star Tarot 
Deck and Book Set is expected out this spring 
(see feature story on Page 22). Courtesy photo.

CORRECTION
In the Fall 2016 issue Pat Aragon 
Stoddard was incorrectly identif ied as 
president of the Pastel Society of the 
West Coast. She is a member, not the 
president.
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The work of seven new members, like this 
vase by clay artist Shoshana Bilunos, will 

be featured during the month of January at 
the Auburn Old Town Gallery cooperative. 

For details, see Page 21.

Famed guitarist Nina Gerber performs 
with singer-songwriter Karla Bonoff 

at the Auburn Placer Performing Arts 
Center. Read more on Page 14.
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Emerging Creators Explore the 
Commercial Aspects of Artistry at the 
Business of Art workshop
By Gloria Beverage

Brett Christman finds it difficult to describe 
himself as an artist: “It started out as a 
hobby, but it’s turning into something 
more,” says Christman, a retired landscape 
architect who has turned his creative energy 
to ceramics.
 For 35 years, Christman operated a 
successful landscape business; now he 
wants to focus on his artwork. “The whole 
idea is overwhelming,” he explains. “I 
just wanted it to be a hobby. At the same 
time, when I consider the number of hours 
invested in producing my pieces of art, I 
don’t want to just give them away.”
 Christman joined 30 emerging artists
at last fall’s “Business of Art” workshop,
facilitated by Blue Line Arts, with the hope
of gathering tips for building his art career.
What he took home was the realization that
an artist must take the same steps to build a
business as any other entrepreneur.
 At the top of the list, he recognized, is 
marketing the product.
 “I’ve been working on marketing my 
art for some time now,” says Marianne 
Harris, a Loomis artist specializing in animal 
portraits. “The one thing I felt good about 
was knowing that I’m going in the correct 
direction with my marketing. I did get a 
couple of new ideas that I haven’t been 
doing and will be incorporating them into 
my plans.”
 Hannah Stubee, a senior at Granite Bay 
High School, attended the workshop at the 
suggestion of her art teacher. “It was really 
good to talk to people in the business,” says 
the youthful artist, who earned Best of Show 
honors at Crocker Art Museum’s Student Art 
Show.
 Within days of the workshop, “I went 

in and cleaned up my website,” Stubee 
continues, “and I did a cover letter and 
worked on my portfolio (in anticipation of 
applying to private art colleges).”
 Like Christman, Stubee recognizes one of 
the cardinal rules of marketing oneself as an 
artist: Keep promotional materials clear and 
simple. 
 That message was driven home by Blue 
Line Arts Exhibitions Curator Tony Natsoulas 
and Diana L. Daniels, former Curator of 
Contemporary Art at Crocker Art Museum.
Initially, the facilitators offered advice on 
how to grow as artists. 
 “Focus on what you’re completely, 
personally attached to,” Natsoulas told the 
gathering. “At the same time, be prepared 
to accept mistakes. You can’t be afraid to 
throw things away. If you think you can’t do 
better, you stop growing (as an artist).”
 He also recommended developing a 
series. “Try to show us all the different ways 

About 30 emerging 
artists attended last 
Fall’s ‘The Business 
of Art’ workshop 
hosted by Blue Line 
Arts in Roseville. 
Exhibitions Curator 
Tony Natsoulas, 
shown with students, 
co-facilitated the 
session. Courtesy 
photo.
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you can make art,” he said, pointing to 
Wayne Thiebaud, who is widely recognized 
for his colorful series of pies, paint cans and 
even hot dogs. 
 Natsoulas and Daniels then got down to 
business. 
 The following are highlights of 
recommendations made during the two-
hour workshop held at the downtown 
Roseville art gallery.
 

CARDS AND RESUMES
First and foremost, keep the business card 
clean and simple, just listing the basics, such 
as name and contact information, urged 
Natsoulas. 
 “People are happy to get your business 
cards,” he continued. “It’s really important to 
have them.”
 The same rule applies to the resume. 
Keep the content straightforward and 
concise; resist the urge to use creative or 
fancy fonts. “Resumes are important because 
your art work isn’t enough,” he said. 
“People need to know what you have done 
in the past.”
 In addition to listing education on the 
resume, Daniels recommended identifying 
exhibitions or galleries that featured the 
artwork. “Don’t include statements about 
why you do art,” she warned. 

 Newer artists shouldn’t worry about 
the lack of shows or exhibitions. Daniels 
suggested including related degree work, 
like engineering or graphic design. “It’s OK 
to reinvent yourself,” Natsoulas added. “It’s 
definitely an asset.”

WEBSITE SIMPLICITY
The artist’s website should also be clean 
and simple, Natsoulas said. “It’s a great way 
to get clients and collectors to look at your 
work,” he added. “You don’t want people 
to get confused. If a website is too complex, 
they’ll just walk away.”
 Avoid special effects and videos, Daniels 
added.
 “Give the facts without making them 
explore the whole site,” she said, stressing 
that it’s also important to upload large 
resolution pictures. 

PHOTOGRAPHING ART
“In this digital age, more people are going 
to see your work digitally rather than in real 
life,” said Natsoulas. 

Above, Diana L. 
Daniels, former 

Curator of 
Contemporary 

Art at Crocker Art 
Museum, shares 
business insights 

as co-facilitator of 
the workshop. 

Right, attendee 
Candace Lampe 

Taylor says 
that workshop 

suggestions 
for improving 

marketing and 
visibility techniques 

are getting her 
creative wheels 

spinning. Courtesy 
photos.

 Thus, it’s critical that the art be presented 
in the best possible light by a professional 
photographer, he stressed. 
 “If you must take it yourself, please 
do not use your cell phone camera,” he 
continued. 
 Focus only on the art piece. When 
photographing a painting, zoom in on the 
picture. Leave the fancy frame out. And 
keep the background either black or white. 
When posting the photograph, make sure 
it’s in large format (at least 300 dpi).
 “It’s easier to size a photo down,” he
emphasized.    

GAINING VISIBILITY
Participating in home studio tours is the 
easiest and most inexpensive way to 
showcase your art, said the renowned 
sculptor, who hosts workspace tours every 
three months.
 “It’s a way to show what I’m doing and 
create an email list (of followers),” he said. 
“The overhead is low. Consider doing it 
before the holidays. It’s another way to get 
some sales.”
 Facebook can also be effective in getting 
out the word about upcoming shows or 
sales.
 “Apply to art competitions,” Natsoulas 
added. “Look online for listings of shows. 
Getting into juried competitions will make 
your art appear more professional to 
collectors. Don’t be personally insulted if 
you don’t get in. I applied for five shows 
last year and only got into one.”
 Both speakers recommended artists 
participate in outdoor art shows and 
festivals. Galleries are harder sells, primarily 
because of the competition, Daniels and 
Natsoulas agreed.
 Avoid cold calls. Rather, send a 
personally addressed letter to the gallery 
owner requesting an appointment and 
including a postcard featuring the artwork. 
Follow up every three to four months. 
 “If you don’t get into a gallery, it has 
nothing to do with your work,” Natsoulas 
said. “Above all, be humble. It’s a good 

policy at every level if you want to get your 
work in studios or museums.”
 “Pick your battles, added Daniels. “There 
are so many people to pick from and so 
much work: Take (criticism) with a grain of 
salt.”
 And pay attention to pricing your work. 
“Keep your prices consistent,” Daniels said. 
“Sell your pieces for as low as you can 
without feeling bad about the price.”
 For Candace Lampe Taylor, the workshop 
got her wheels spinning. “The concept of 
art as a viable business is important because 
I am working full-time on my art now. I 
was a fundraiser for the nonprofit sector 
for 18 years, a real estate broker for 13, 
and recently worked in the senior living 
industry, but always made art along the 
way.”
 Meeting and talking to the other 
attendees, “was illuminating,” she adds.
 Christman also enjoyed meeting other 
artists. “Going to these workshops can be 
intimidating,” he admits. “I just thought this 
was a hobby, but I was so encouraged. 
I met a lot of real nice people. I heard a 
lot of different lifestyle stories. It was very 
encouraging to be included (with other 
emerging artists).”
 It appears Christman is beginning to 
accept his new career. 

‘I’ve been working 
on marketing my 
art for some time 
now,’ says Loo-
mis artist Marianne 
Harris. ‘The one 
thing I felt good 
about was  know-
ing that I’m going in 
the correct direction 
with my marketing.’ 
Courtesy photo.
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Chavez and the United Farm Workers. The
collaborative was instrumental in leading
the Chicano Movement’s push for social
and political fights and is best known for its
murals and art posters, though it was
also active in music and literary arts.
 Orosco, one of the original members, 
first met Padilla when he visited the 
collaborative’s community art center in 
midtown Sacramento in the mid-1970s.
 “Stan told me that he had read about our 
Chicano Cultural Center and he expressed 
an interest in exhibiting with us,” Orosco 
says. “At best this is my recollection of our 
first meeting, even though we were both 
born in Lincoln and our families knew each 
other.”
 At that meeting, Padilla presented slides 
of his work to the core artists, Orosco 
recalls. “Upon reviewing his slides, I was 
very impressed with his images and the 
great method and style that he worked 
with,” he says. “Stan’s imagery was exactly 
the imagery that I was attempting in my 
paintings, silkscreen prints and murals.”
 The two men connected not only as 
members of RCAF, but have also developed 
a strong friendship.
 “Our two families have, over the course
of these many years, solidified our mutual
and spiritual visions and lives,” Orosco says.
“We have become a very united, creative,
philosophically-, artistically- and culturally-
dedicated compadres. Stan and I have a 
mission and an important role: to work for
and with our communities, where he and I
provide and use our artistic talents for the
betterment and growth of our communities.”
 Padilla is honored to join Villa and 
Orosco in restoring “Metamorphosis” as well 
as designing a piece of art that pays homage 

to the past while looking toward the future.
 “It is an honor and a great creative 
opportunity for us to be able to bring to the 
Golden 1 Arena a new artwork,” he says. 
“We will express our vibrant cultural roots 
and the seeds of our common humanity in 
an innovative project respectfully dedicated 
to the Sacramento community and region.”
 The multi-dimensional mosaic mural is 
still in the design stage with installation 
expected in 2017, Padilla says. “This is 
a special project – three artists working 
separately, then coming together. The theme 
will be light.”
 “Metamorphosis,” an image of a giant 
swallowtail butterfly, holds a special place 
in Padilla’s heart. During a 1977 interview 
on KVIE, he responded to criticism of 
the mural raised not only by the arts 
community, but also by Chicanos. According 
to Padilla, the critics asked: “Where are all 
the power fists? Where are all the huelga 
birds? We’re not used to this kind of art. 
This does not seem to be a Chicano mural.”
 “Well, we say we believe this to be a 
human mural,” he continues. “I remember 
the day we finished the mural, when we 
finished the big butterfly, there was a Tiger 
Swallowtail butterfly that flew from the top 
of Macy’s building right to the center of 
the painted butterfly. It almost genuflected; 
it paused there, and then it flew away. 
We all watched it. And we knew we had 
completed it. And it was confirmed what we 
had done.”

MULTICULTURAL CAREER
Padilla, who lives on a 13-acre art sanctuary 
in Pleasant Valley, has been involved with 
the multi-cultural community throughout 

Stan Padilla is a man on creative fire. The 
71-year-old multi-disciplinary artist, author, 
educator and cultural activist is currently 
juggling multiple public art commissions, 
including a sculpture and two murals on the 
Rocklin campus of Sierra College and the 
restoration of Auburn’s Confluence mural.
 But the projects that have Padilla fired 
up are the two commissions at Sacramento’s 
newly opened Golden 1 Center.
 As part of an ongoing commitment 
to invest in public art, the Sacramento 
Kings and Sacramento Metropolitan Arts 
Commission have commissioned Royal 
Chicano Air Force (RCAF) members Esteban 
Villa, Juanishi Orosco and Padilla to create 
a new mural to be displayed inside Golden 

1 Center, as well as update and restore their 
1977 mural “Metamorphosis,” located in the 
downtown parking garage on Third and L 
Streets.
 “Promoting arts and culture are central 
to our role in revitalizing downtown 
Sacramento and the Royal Chicano Air Force 
represents the city’s long-standing tradition 
of cultivating thought and inspiring action 
through the arts,” says Sacramento Kings 
President Chris Granger. “We’re honored to 
have an opportunity to add a unique piece 
by three respected artists that reflects the 
passion and values of Sacramento.”  
 Sacramento County Supervisor Phil Serna 
(District 1), whose father, former Sacramento 
Mayor Joe Serna Jr., was a member of 
the artist collaborative, recommended the 
RCAF artists for the projects and will be 
the lead funder. Serna’s office made the 
initial contribution in the range of $75,000 
to $100,000 and will work closely with the 
Commission to identify and raise additional 
funds for the artwork.
 “The Royal Chicano Air Force represents 
one of our region’s great arts traditions 
and it is entirely appropriate that their 
contribution and legacy be in full public 
view,” says Serna. 

ARTIST COLLABORATIVE
The artist collaborative was founded at 
California State University, Sacramento in 
1970 by Villa, then a professor at California 
State University, Sacramento, and Jose 
Montoya, a student at CSU Sacramento.
 Their goal was to foster the arts of the 
Chicano/Latino community, educate young 
people in Chicano culture, promote political 
awareness and foster support for Cesar 

Stan Padilla: An Artist on Creative Fire
A commission at the new Golden 1 Center and multiple public art projects  are the latest flames fueling the imagination of this cultural activist  

By Gloria Beverage

The Sacramento
Kings organization

and Sacramento
Metropolitan

Arts Commission
commissioned Royal

Chicano Air Force
members, from

left, Stan Padilla,
Esteban Villa and

Juanishi Orosco, to
create a mural for
the new Golden 1

Center. Courtesy
photo.
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his adult life. His career, a reflection of his 
Yaqui Indian and Mexican heritage, has 
focused on Indian education programs, 
including serving as artist/mentor of the 
“All Colors of the Earth Wisdom Project” in 
conjunction with the Placer Arts Council. 
 When he’s not working in his studio, 
Padilla serves as the artistic/cultural mentor 
at the United Auburn Indian Community 
School on Indian Hill Road in Auburn.
 Padilla, who describes himself as a 
peaceful man, takes pride in serving as a 
positive male role model. “I care that they 
become good people and good citizens.”  
 Over the years, Padilla has taught 
art classes at Sierra College, community 
and cultural centers. He was artist-in-
residence in community schools for over 
10 years through grants from the California 
Arts Council and is associated with the 
international Waldorf education movement.
 Padilla, whose disciplines include 
drawing, painting, and jewelry designing, 
has exhibited his work throughout the 
world. Many of his pieces are in private 
collections. He also has written and 
illustrated three children’s books.

 An active hiker, outdoorsman and 
environmentalist, he draws inspiration 
from the Sierra Nevada Mountains. Padilla 
is on the Advisory Board of the Maidu 
Interpretive Center, serves as an interpretive 
guide for the Sutter Buttes and leads groups 
on the American River as well as into 
Nevada’s Black Rock Desert. He has been a 
participant in cultural exchange programs in 
Russia, Mexico, El Salvador and Nicaragua.   
 In keeping with his belief in mentoring 
the next generation, Padilla has gathered 
a crew of younger artists, including his 
grandson, to work alongside him on the 
public art projects in Rocklin, Auburn and 
Sacramento. 
 “I’m continuing the mural tradition, 
trying to innovate,” he says. “I’m developing 
people so my work will continue after I’m 
gone.”  

Artists Esteban Villa, 
Juanishi Orosco and 

Stan Padilla are 
updating and restoring 

their 1977 mural 
‘Metamorphosis,’ 

located in the 
downtown parking 

garage on Third and L 
Streets in Sacramento 

The horizontal bars 
are an architectural 
element within the 
structure. Courtesy 

photo.

The 14th annual Lincoln Hills Fine Arts 
Show hosts a free exhibition the weekend 
of Feb. 24. The show opens with a preview 
night on Friday, Feb. 24, from 5:30 to 8 
p.m. The show continues on Saturday, from 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sunday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
The event takes place in the Lincoln Hills 
Orchard Creek Ballroom at 965 Orchard 
Creek Lane in Lincoln. Admission to all 
events is free and open to the public.
 The Lincoln Hills art show has grown 
from a few artists presenting their talent in 
the Community Association living room to 
the three-day event that it is today, with 
approximately 60 artists and more than 350 
works of art on display. The juried show 
represents a broad range of high quality 
creations, including watercolors, oils, 
pastels, original computer-generated fine art, 
sculptures, mixed media, and photography
 Since the first residents moved into 
the community, a diverse group of artists 
who call Sun City Lincoln Hills home 
have participated in an arts show. These 
artists include professionals who are 
nationally recognized; beginners making 
their first tentative strokes of paint or 
clicks of a camera shutter; and many 
who are somewhere in between. All have 
contributed to the important role art plays in 
the community.
 These artists have formed several groups 
and clubs that have furthered the arts, not 

only in Lincoln 
Hills but the 
community 
at large, by 
participating in 
activities and 
events sponsored 
by local art 
venues. Several 
artisans also have 
participated in the 
annual Placer Arts 
Studios Tour held each autumn.
 The 2017 show is a culmination of 
the work and dedication of the show’s 
committee that built it into the quality event 
that it is today. The exhibit is presented in 
the community ballroom accompanied by 
music played by several talented Lincoln 
Hills musicians. The organizing committee 
includes Chairman Joyce Bisbee, and 
committee members Marlin Anderson, 
Paulette Pesavento, Bonnie Dunlap, Gordon 
Powers, Diane Pargament, Barb Iniguez, and 
Chuck Gebhardt. They receive tremendous 
support from the artists of the Lincoln Hills 
Painters Club, which sponsors the show 
each year. Several volunteers from the 
community also assist with the setup and 
running of the show.
 It’s a community show that everyone can 
enjoy. 

Lincoln Hills Hosts Annual Fine Arts Show

Above, Dennis Carr, 
the 2016 show juror, 
and committee 
member Paulette 
Pesavento tag a 
work of art at last 
year’s exhibit.

The Orchard Creek 
Ballroom, below, 
becomes an exhibit 
hall during the 
annual Lincoln Hills 
Fine Arts Show. 
Courtesy photos.
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hand made. That work includes jewelry, 
paintings, photography, dreamcatchers, bath 
and body products, candles, and mosaics.
 “We have done our best to stick with 
Amanda’s original vision: to create high-
quality handmade products as well as 
provide the town of Kings Beach with a 
friendly, affordable, and clean space to 
showcase the local art scene, share ideas, 
and find gifts,” Marrone says.  
 The partners are trained and experienced 
artists. Dabel earned a Bachelor of Fine 
Arts in studio art with a concentration in 
ceramics from Sierra Nevada College, in 
Incline, NV. Marrone earned the same 
degree from Colby-Sawyer College in 
New London, NH. Their formal fine arts 
training consisted of a variety of scientific 
explorations of earthen materials and 
how to present and document them in 

professional gallery environments.
 After graduation, Dabel obtained multiple 
accounts in North Tahoe, making products 
for local coffee shops and markets. Before 
moving from New Hampshire to Kings 
Beach, Marrone had been “throwing 
production” at Indikoi Sinks and teaching at 
Wellhouse Farm Pottery. Both artists have 
presented their work at street fairs and 
festivals.
 The future looks bright for Blue Wolf, 
the owners believe. Expanding it since they 
opened, the studio gallery itself is an art 
project being constantly rearranged and 
upgraded with new front retail displays 
and “fun” tools for the back workspace. 
They’ve also begun expanding their 
personal production lines into more stores 
around the lake—in Tahoe City, Incline 
Village, South Lake, Westshore, and 
Northstar.  They participate in weekend 
fairs in the area such as the annual Made 
in Tahoe Festival, at Squaw Valley. Their 
growing artist network has increased their 
ability to complete more 
custom orders.
 “We’ve worked with 
individuals and businesses 
to bring a number of 
local custom and one-of-
a-kind products to the 
community and surrounding 
areas,” Marrone says. “In 
addition, our website is 
brand new, and we are 
excited to feature an online 
store option soon. The 
future’s opportunities seem 
limitless.”

Contact Blue Wolf for 
winter hours or the subjects and dates of 
Demonstration Days and other special events. 
530.213.6080, www.bluewolftahoe.com. 

‘She envisioned her studio as a 
workspace, but also as an affordable place 
for local artists to show their work in Kings 
Beach,” says ceramicist Anthony Marrone. 
“Blue Wolf Studios officially opened on June 
6, 2015, as a for-profit combined studio 
gallery fully funded and managed by both 
Amanda Dabel and me.”
 The studios at first occupied a small 
Kings Beach space Dabel, also a ceramics 
artist, had rented. To make a more 
cost-effective and creativity inspiring 
environment, she had brought in other 
artists to share the space, among them 
Marrone.  Early in 2015, she approached 
him with the idea of turning half the space 
into a retail outlet.
 “I helped her a day or two a week 
through the summer as she took all 
appropriate steps to bring the store to life,” 

Marrone says. “By the end of the summer, 
Amanda had brought the work of 12 other 
local artists into the space and begun to 
establish a presence in King’s Beach.”
 Dabel invited Marrone to become an 
official business partner in October 2016 
when their current location on Main Street 
became available. With a new, larger 
workspace and visible storefront, Blue 
Wolf Studios grew overnight, Marrone says. 
By Christmas last year, the enterprise had 
doubled in size, and it doubled again last 
summer. 
 “As before, the shop is set up as both 
our work and retail space,” Marrone 
explains. “We’ve built the back out as a 
fully functioning ceramics studio that can 
be modified on the fly to our needs. The 
front of the space is our retail gallery that 
now carries the work of over 40 local artists, 
including local authors of books about 
Tahoe.”
 Dabel, Marrone and several potter friends 
work in the studio creating multiple lines of 
functional ware, one-of-a- kind-sculptures, 
and custom orders, using both porcelain 
and stoneware clay bodies (clay mixtures) 
to make the pieces. All of the functional 
ware is food, dishwasher, and microwave 
safe.
 “We specialize in working with clay; 
however, we don’t limit ourselves to one 
medium,” Marrone says.  “Amanda has a 
green thumb and sells a popular line of 
hanging plant terrariums throughout the 
gallery.  In addition to my production clay 
line, I create a line of wall-mounted wooden 
pieces illustrated via pyrography, the art of 
decorating wood or other materials with 
burn marks.”
 The rest of the gallery’s offerings are 
made by area artists whose work meets 
the owners’ criteria: that it’s different from 
what they already have, high quality, and 

Blue Wolf Studios—Business as Unusual
Two artist entrepreneurs make and sell their work, and others’ creations, in their Kings Beach studio gallery

By Sandra Reeves

Left, business 
partners 
and creative 
collaborators 
Anthony Marrone 
and Amanda Dabel, 
shown with her dog 
Chai, are expanding 
their personal 
product lines 
into more stores 
around Lake Tahoe. 
Courtesy photo.

Below, Ceramicist 
Anthony Marrone 
crafted this quartet 
of mugs at Blue 
Wolf Studios, 
a combination 
communal 
workspace and 
retail gallery. 
Courtesy photo. 

Blue Wolf ’s retail 
shop markets 

the work of 
more than 40 

local artists and 
authors. The 

shop’s hanging 
terrariums are 

created by 
Amanda Dabel. 
Courtesy photo.
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Now that the old State Theater in Auburn 
is renovated, revitalized and reinvented as 
the Auburn Placer Performing Arts Center, it 
is a hub for live entertainment with spokes 
wheeling in every musical direction. Here is 
a sampling of the coming line up. 
 For a full listing of Arts Center events, 
visit placerarts.org.

KARLA BONOFF CONCERT 
With Nina Gerber
Jan. 28, 7:30-10 p.m.
Price: $29, Advance; $31, Day of Show; $24, 
Student

Karla Bonoff is one of the great female 
vocalists and singer-songwriters of this era. 
A songwriter by the age of 15, Bonoff wrote 
several tunes that scored hits for Linda 
Rondstadt. Bonoff herself was signed as 
a solo artist to Columbia Records in 1977 
where she recorded the hit single “I Can’t 
Hold On,” and the tune “Home,” which 
wound up on one of Bonnie Raitt’s albums. 
Throughout the years, she’s toured with 
Raitt, Jackson Browne, John Prine, J.D. 
Souther and others who have performed to 
sold-out crowds.
 Sharing the stage with Bonoff is Nina 
Gerber, a guitarist perhaps best known 
for her accompaniment to the late Kate 
Wolf. Gerber’s first album as a leader, “Not 
Before Noon,” follows two decades of 
gaining prominence as an artist without 
ever placing her name on the front of an 
album cover. Whether it’s on her own “solo” 
CDs--collaborations with many of the folk 
world’s finest--or producing, arranging, or 
performing with others, Gerber continues to 
prove with her guitar that some of the most 
sincere and emotional communication needs 
no words. 

RICHARD GLAzIER: 
Homage To The Brothers Gershwin
Jan. 29, 4-6 p.m
Price: $26, Advance; $28, Day of Show

Classically-trained, award-winning pianist 
Richard Glazier was inspired at an 
early age by the music of the legendary 
brothers, George and Ira Gershwin. At 
age nine, Glazier wrote a fan letter to 
famed lyricist Ira Gershwin and the two 
subsequently became friends. Fueled by 
Ira’s encouragement and interest, Glazier 
dedicated himself to the Gershwin repertoire 
and the American Popular Songbook, 
eventually becoming one of the genre’s 
leading authorities. 
 In this concert he weaves interviews, 
performances and commentary into a 
tapestry of tunes written for Broadway 
musicals, Hollywood film and television. 
Some selections include Medley from “My 
Fair Lady;” An accomplished host, narrator 
and performer, Glazier shares his lifetime 
love of each song and its origin.

Local Talent, Touring Stage Shows and  Timeless Tributes Fill the Bill

CALIFORNIA GUITAR TRIO
with Peppino D’Agostino
Feb. 5, 4-6 p.m.
Price: $26, Advance; $28, Day of Show; $20, 
Student

The universe of guitar knows no boundaries 
for The California Guitar Trio. Since 1991, 
the group has enthralled listeners with a 
singular sound that crosses genres. The 
trio explores the intersections of rock, jazz, 
classical, and world music--even throwing 
in an occasional surf or spaghetti Western 
tune. Comprised of Bert Lams, Hideyo 
Moriya and Paul Richards, the group 
has established an uncommon personal 
connection with audiences. In addition to 
dazzling musicianship and interplay, The 
California Guitar Trio’s shows are full of 
captivating stories and humor that enable 
concertgoers to feel like they’re part of the 
production. 
 Peppino D’Agostino emerged on the 
acoustic guitar scene in the early ’80s as 
a leading member of the second wave of 
the great finger stylists that helped redefine 
the instrument in the ’90s. His remarkable 
technique, penchant for open tunings, and 
percussive effects are the basis of his unique 
compositional style.

DAIMH REELS OFF
TRADITIONAL GAELIC MUSIC

Feb. 15, 7:30-9:30 p.m.
Price: $24, Advance; $26, Day of show

Known as “The Gaelic Super Group,” 
Dàimh — pronounced dive — is based 
entirely in the West Highlands of Scotland. 
From pyrotechnic jigs and reels, to achingly 
poignant ballads, the group’s music runs 

the gamut of folk music in thrilling live 
shows. Recent accolades include last year’s 
award for the “Best Folk Band in Europe” 
at the prestigious Folkherbst competition in 
Germany, and most recently winner of “Folk 
Band of the Year” at the Scottish Traditional 
Music Awards. Their unique sound is a 
mixture of high-energy and fast-flowing 
music from the Gaelic tradition. Daimh has 
taken its contemporary take on Highland 
and Gaelic music to over 20 countries, from 
Moscow to San Francisco — and, now, 
Auburn. 

ELLIOT ANDERS SHARES 
‘A MUSICAL LIFE’
Feb. 19, 4-6 p.m.; Price: $28

Placer County resident Elliot Anders 
presents his first concert showcasing original 
compositions from his career in feature 
films, documentaries and musical theatre.
 A storyteller whose musical themes create 
vivid images in the listener’s mind, Anders 
will be accompanied by string quartet 
players Richard Altenbach, First Violin; 
Sid Page, Second Violin; Melinda Rayne, 
Viola; and Alexandra Roedder, Cello. Guest 
vocalist is Dawn Simmons.

the score

California Guitar Trio. 
Courtesy photo.
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 Anders began performing at a young
age. In seventh grade he organized a band
that played the music of Herb Alpert, The
Fifth Dimension and Dave Brubeck. At
the age of 10 he landed TV roles on The
Addams Family, Mister Ed, and The Beverly
Hillbillies, and a couple of movies including
Jerry Lewis’ The Family Jewels and Herman’s
Hermits’ Hold On. After high school and
junior college, music became a nightly gig as
a keyboard player in a Top 40 band touring
West Coast hotels, all the while continuing
to compose.
 In the late eighties, he mixed his interest
in music with computer software, managing
an electronics store where he created a Midi
department and taught composers how to
use computers. He then attended UCLA
and received his Film Scoring Certificate.
An internship at Concorde Films followed,
where he scored four films for director
Roger Corman.
 He has created musical arrangements for
many singers, was a dialogue editor and
recording engineer for Screenmusic Studios,
and worked on television and feature
animation for Disney, Dreamworks, and
Warner Brothers. He has recorded voices
and edited sound for Lucas Arts, Activision
and Microsoft productions. He received a
Golden Reel Award for the animated TV
series Casper, and two Emmy nominations
for excellence in dialogue editing on
Disney’s Aladdin and Recess. He recorded
and edited Doc McStuffins, winner of the
2014 Peabody Award.
 A few years ago, he composed the
music for You Made Me Love You, a musical 
based on the life of Judy Garland.
 More recently he scored the music for the
comedy-documentary on ventriloquism I’m
No Dummy. He continues to write music,
and works as a freelance audio and video
editor at his home studio in Auburn, where
he lives with his wife, Kate, and their cat,
Clyde.
 This is an opportunity to share the 
creations of a local multi-talented musical 
artist.

COME TOGETHER: BEATLES
Concert Experience
March 11, 7:30-9:30 p.m.; Price: $44 

This live musical performance recreates 
the look, sound and history of the Beatles, 
taking you back in time to witness 
the Beatles’ phenomenal rise to pop 
stardom. Through authentic costumes, 
intricate live performances and soaring 
vocal harmonies, “Come Together” takes 
audiences on a musical journey from 

the early years of the British Invasion 
through the Beatles legendary ’60s and ’70s 
recordings. There are highlights from the 
Sgt. Pepper era, their solo careers and a 
special salute to John Lennon. Over thirty 
five Beatles hits are included in this touring 
stage show that has dazzled audiences 
worldwide.

SISTER ACT - THE MUSICAL
March 17-April 2, 7:30-10 p.m.
Advance Purchase Price: $24, Adults; $22, 
Seniors ages 65 and up; $20, Youth 17 and 
under/Students; $20 for groups of 10 or 
more. Day of Show: $28, $26, $24, $20

The State Theatre Acting Company and the 
Auburn Placer Performing Arts Center are 
presenting “Sister Act,” a feel-good musical 
comedy smash based on the hit 1992 film 
that will have the audiences on their feet. 

Featuring original music by Tony and eight-time 
Oscar winner Alan Menken, this uplifting musical 
was nominated for five Tony Awards including 
Best Musical. Filled with powerful gospel music, 
outrageous dancing and a truly moving story, 
“Sister Act” is a tribute to the power of music and 
friendship.

On Saturday, Feb 11, 
from 11 a.m. to noon, 
Conductor Peter Jaffe 
leads the Auburn 
Symphony through 
musical “Magnificent 
Merriment” at its annual 
family concert at the 
Placer High School 
Theatre, 275 Orange Street 
in Auburn. Tickets are $7 
per person.
 Designed to educate 
while entertaining, this 
special presentation 
focuses on peppy, upbeat 
music, with Maestro 
Jaffe explaining the 
featured instruments and 
introducing the audience 
to the composers’ works. 
The orchestra will explore 
symphonic treats such as 
Weber’s sprightly Second 
Clarinet Concerto; Jupiter, 
from Holst’s “The Planets;” 
the Cantina Band, from 
“Star Wars;” and more.
 The concert also introduces the Symphony’s 
2016 Young Artist Competition Grand Prize Winner, 
Robert Mitchell. A sophomore at the Sacramento 
State School of Music, Mitchell has been playing 
clarinet since age 10. He is broadening his musical 
background by playing in local musical productions 
and in a swing band where he displays expertise 
on saxophone and flute, as well. He sits the 
principal clarinet chairs in the University Wind 
Ensemble, and Golden State Wind Orchestra. He 

plans to further his musical 
career in graduate school.
 The Young Artist 
Competition is open to 
serious musicians, ages 8-20, 
residing in Placer, El Dorado, 
or Nevada counties, and to all 
students or relatives of Auburn 
Symphony musicians. The 
Symphony organization holds 
this annual competition to 
promote and encourage young 
musicians who are interested in 
performance and the study of 
classical music.
 The Family Concert is 
all about exposing youth to 
orchestral music, and it is the 
culmination of the Symphony 
Goes to School project. This 
outreach program provides 
teaching materials and musical 
assemblies in area elementary 
schools and preschools to 
demystify classical music, so 
it becomes more familiar and 
approachable to the children.

 Since its inception, the program has touched 
the lives of thousands of Placer County students, 
with musicians demonstrating their instruments, 
performing in the classroom, and encouraging 
children to attend the Family Concert for a 
complete symphonic experience. The goal of all 
the youth-oriented programs is to give children an 
appreciation of classical music, hoping their interest 
in music will grow.
 For concert tickets or other information, call 
530.823.6683 or visit www.auburnsymphony.com.

In the weeks prior to the Family Concert, 
members of the Auburn Symphony take to the 
classroom to introduce students to orchestral 
music as part of the Symphony Goes to School 
outreach program. Courtesy photo.

FAMILY CONCERT PROMISES ‘MAGNIFICENT MERRIMENT’
Toe-Tapping Tunes, Orchestral Explorations and an Introduction to the 2016 Young Artist Competition Winner Will 
Entertain People of all Ages  
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POETRY GETS LOUD
Placer County is in the midst of the 
2017 Poetry Out Loud (POL) recitation 
competition, with students from the 
following schools competing at the County 
Finals: Placer High, Colfax High, Lincoln 
High, Truckee High, Roseville High, CORE 
Placer, and Horizon Charter. The county 
competition is on Sunday, January 29 in 
Room D-12 in the Sierra College Music 
Building, then the winner moves on to 
State Finals in Sacramento on Sunday and 
Monday, March 12-13. The state champ will 
head to the National Finals in Washington, 
D.C. April 24-26.  
 The structure of Poetry Out Loud is 
similar to a spelling bee. This annual 
program starts in the fall with high school 
teachers using the free Poetry Out Loud 
teacher toolkit and related materials to 
teach poetry recitation and run classroom 
competitions. Following a pyramid 
structure, classroom winners advance to a 
school-wide competition.  Each school’s 
champion competes at the district or 
county level, and county winners are 
treated to an unforgettable two days at the 
California Poetry Out Loud State Finals in 
Sacramento. The State Finals are usually 
held in the historic Senate Chamber 
(legislative calendar permitting) and are 
televised via the California Channel on the 
California Arts Council site.
 Locally sponsored by PlacerArts, the 
free POL program is an extraordinary 
opportunity for high school students to 
learn great poetry, perform it, and win 
prizes for themselves and their schools. The 
competition helps students master public 
speaking skills, build self-confidence, learn 
about their literary heritage and compete 
for college scholarship funding. Nationwide, 
Poetry Out Loud has grown every year with 
millions of students participating across 
the country. California features the largest 
competition of all.
 “The Poetry Out Loud competition 
inspires me as a poet, a mom and a human 
being to see what students can do with 

presenting a poem to an audience,” says 
PlacerArts Poetry Out Loud Coordinator 
Julie Valin in an emailed message. “I always 
tell students that they have the power to 
take a poem that is stagnant on a page, 
and bring it to life in a way that is always 
surprising, moving and life-affirming.”
 The county champions are honored 
with a dinner reception and each receives 
a certificate of recognition from their 
legislative representative. At the state level, 
the winner receives: $200 cash prize and an 
all expense paid trip to Washington, D.C.; 
$500 for their school to purchase literary 
materials; an opportunity to compete at 
the National Finals for college scholarship 
funds.
 For the latest news on the competition, 
visit www.poetryoutloud.org. 

SMILE AND DONATE
PlacerArts now is enrolled in the Amazon 
Smile Program, a simple and automatic 
way for customers to support their favorite 
charitable organization every time they 
shop, at no extra cost. When shopping 
at smile.amazon.com, consumers will find 
the same prices, selection and convenient 
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with 
the added bonus that Amazon will donate a 
portion of the purchase price to PlacerArts.
 To shop and donate, go to www.smile.
amazon.com from the web browser on 
your computer or mobile device. On your 
first visit to the site, before you begin 
shopping, select PlacerArts as the charitable 
organization to receive donations from 
your eligible purchases. Amazon Smile will 
remember your selection, and every eligible 
purchase you make at smile.amazon.
com will result in a donation to PlacerArts. 
Millions of products on AmazonSmile are 
eligible for donations. These products are 
marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” 
on their product detail pages. Customers 
use the same account on Amazon.com and 
AmazonSmile. 

MASTER SCRATCHBOARDIST
Ann Ranlett has been awarded Master 
Scratchboard Artist (MSA) member status 
in the International Society of Scratchboard 
Artists (ISSA, www.scratchboardsociety.
com). Ranlett has been a member of the 
ISSA since its formation in 2011. She was 
awarded Signature status in 2012, and has 
been a board member since 2015.
 To become an MSA, prospective members 
must submit an application along with 10 
images of their scratchboard work. A jury of 
three MSAs evaluates the applicant’s quality 
of work and dedication to the promotion of 
scratchboard, based on various categories, 
including recognition in art exhibitions, 
publication in art magazines or books, 
and teaching. Applicants must achieve a 
90 percent score, averaged across all three 
jurors’ scores, to qualify for MSA status.
 Ranlett has worked in scratchboard 
since 1999, when she took a scratchboard 
workshop at an llustrator’s conference. “That 
was truly a ‘light bulb moment’,” she recalls. 
“I learned that a good quality scratchboard 
is actually quite forgiving, even though it 
allows for incredible detail and depth.” Over 
the last few years, she has worked almost 
exclusively in the uncommon medium.” A 
purpose of the ISSA--and one of my goals-- 
is to introduce scratchboard to as many 
people as possible and share my enthusiasm 
for, and dedication to, this incredible art 
form,” Ranlett says.
 Her interest in animals, biology, and 
detail are reflected in her scratchboard 
work. Her drawings have won national and 
international awards, and one of them is 
included in two different North Light Books 
art compilation editions. “Boston Style,” her 
drawing of a Boston Terrier, was licensed in 
2015 for use by Suzuki Motor Corporation in 
Japan. The drawing is re-created as one of a 
series of optional decals for application on 
the tailgate of the Alto automobile.
 Visit www.ScratchboardArtByAnn.com, 
or tour the Auburn Old Town Gallery, 218 
Washington Street, to see Ranlett’s works.

It’s been a busy beginning to the new year for the 
Placer Artists League (PAL): Members finalized 
its 2017 presentation schedule; slated its 2017 
open juried show for May 26 through June 13 at 
the General Gomez Gallery, 808 Lincoln Way in 
Auburn; and announced that Mary Tess Mayall is 
the organization’s incoming chairperson.
 In partnership with PlacerArts, PAL is a group 
of active visual artists who meet regularly for 
camaraderie, artist presentations and demonstra-
tions on a variety of media and art related topics 
from award winning professionals. The league’s 
charter is to support and educate local artists, 
encourage emerging artists and provide opportu-
nities for exhibition and sale of members’ work. 
PAL general meetings are held the first Tuesday of 
every month, except July. Monthly newsletters are 
sent to members with information about upcom-
ing events and exhibitions.
 Following is the PAL upcoming meeting schedule:
Jan. 3, 10 a.m. -- Craig Johnson, Photographing 
your art for online submission and/or reproduc-
tion at Auburn City Hall, 1225 Lincoln Way.
Feb. 7, 7 p.m. -- Patty Pieropan-Dong, Oil or Wa-
tercolor Demonstration at Image Pathways, 461-2 
Main Street in Newcastle.
March 7, 10 a.m. -- George Allen Durkee, Oil 
Demonstration at Auburn City Hall.
April 4, 7 p.m. -- Mary Tess Mayall, Social Media 
101 at Image Pathways.
May 2, 10 a.m. -- Rudy Browne, Formal Critique 
Session at Auburn City Hall.
June 6, 7 p.m. -- Anthony Maki-Gill, Ceramic 
Demonstration at 380/390 Racetrack Street in 
Auburn.
July 4, no meeting.
For more information, visit www.placerarts.org/
programs/pal/.

PAL GETS BUSY WITH PLANS FOR
A JURIED SHOW, PRESENTATIONS
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GALA EVENT 
On Sunday, April 9, from 4 to 8 p.m., 
join neighbors and friends for an evening 
of good company, spectacular food, 
lively music, and a special preview 
of the Auburn Symphony’s 2017-2018 
season by Maestro Peter Jaffe. Being 
held at the Blue Goose Event Center, 
3550 Taylor Road in Loomis, the event 
features local farm-fresh fare prepared 
by Placer County Real Food Cookbook 
co-author Laura Kenny; wine and beer 
from Placer County vintners and brewers; 
plus a raffle; live and silent auctions; 
and music by members of the Auburn 
Symphony Orchestra. The cost is $75 per 
person; $135 per couple. Reservations 
are recommended as space is limited. 
530.823.6683; AuburnSymphonyOffice@
gmail.com; www.auburnsymphony.com/
tickets/annual-gala/ 

OFF CENTER
Blue Line Arts in Roseville is making a call 
to artists for Off Center, a new international 
ceramic art competition for 2017. Noted 
ceramic artists Sandra Simon and Robert 
Brady will be the judges. First Place winner 
will receive $1000; Second Place, $750; 
Third Place, $500. One participating artist 

will be named The Curator’s Choice and 
awarded a solo exhibition, to take place in 
Blue Line’s Westpark Workshop Gallery in 
2018. Deadline to enter is Feb. 23. www.
bluelinearts.org

CLASSIFIEDS FOR ARTISTS
PlacerArts has added “Classifieds for Artists” 
listings on its website to advertise the 
sorts of things artists are interested in. Do 
you have an abundance of unneeded art 
supplies? Looking to share studio space? 
Are there musical instruments at your home 
that could be played more often? Just go 
to http://www.placerarts.org/art-scene/
classifieds-for-artists/ and click on the link to 
post a listing.

PLACERARTS HAS A
NEW HOME IN AUBURN 

PlacerArts has moved in Auburn. Our new 
location is 910 Lincoln Way, across from 
the Clock Tower Plaza. In addition to 
housing our administrative offices in the 
new quarters, we will offer onsite classes 
and workshops, and host small events and 
special gallery exhibits in our expanded 
space. 

ARTS ACADEMY
HOLDS AUDITIONS
Roseville Theatre Arts Academy (RTAA) is 
holding open auditions for its first adult 
Shakespeare show, “MacBeth,” which 
has been added to its 2016-2017 season. 
Directed by RTAA co-founder Michelle 
Raskey, this Shakespearean tragedy delves 
into the question of destiny, and how 
fate, time, and personal choices affect it. 
Ultimately, the show reveals the truth: 
that we may have more in common with 
the play’s namesake than we care to 
admit. Auditions will be held April 18-
19 at 8 p.m., and are open to performers 
ages 16 and up. Rehearsals will be on 

Tuesdays through Thursdays from 8-10:30 
p.m. Extra workshop rehearsals will be 
scheduled after casting. Performance 
Dates are June 24-25. 916.772.2777 www.
rosevilletheatreartsacademy.com 

STORYTELLING FEST 
Storytelling is part of our national culture: 
From repeated family histories to fables 
told at bedtime, stories pass on legends that 
spark the imagination while informing and 
entertaining the listener. The public will 
get to explore this ancient art form at the 
Auburn Winter Storytelling Festival, set for 
Saturday, Jan. 28, from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., 
at the General Gomez Event Center, 808 
Lincoln Way in Auburn. Admission is free.
 The festivities begin at 10 a.m. with a 
children’s concert of music and tales with 
Linda Franklin and Joan McCammon. At 1 
p.m., Joan Stockbridge--the 2016 National 
Storytelling Network Pacific Region Oracle 
winner--will conduct a 90-minute workshop 
for budding tellers and experienced yarn 
spinners alike. The afternoon is filled with 
Open Telling and a Liar’s Contest. At 6:30, 

six regional featured tellers—including Ed 
Lewis and Tom Wade--will entertain with 
grown-up stories and slightly outrageous 
tales. www.FoothillStorytellingGuild.com. 

GALLERY FEATURES NEW 
MEMBER ARTISTS

To celebrate the start of a new year, 
Auburn Old Town Gallery is featuring 
the works of seven artists it welcomed 
as new members last year: Matt Konar, 
painter; Neal Devore, wood worker; Todd 
Juchau, wood worker; Priscilla Roach, 
handpainted furniture; Kathleen Woolsey, 
metal worker; Shoshana Bilunos, clay 
artist; Lori Humphrey, mosaic artist.
 The “New Beginnings” show runs Jan.
6-31, with a reception on Friday, Jan.
6, from 4-9 p.m. where Matt Konar will
demonstrate his unique ability to paint
a story. The Auburn Old Town Gallery,
218 Washington Street, is open: Sunday-
Wednesday, 10 a.m.—6 p.m.; Thursday–
Saturday, 10 a.m.-9 p.m. 530.887.9150. 
AuburnOldTownGallery.com

JAPANESE CERAMICS
The Crocker Art Museum in Old 
Sacramento presents “Into the Fold: 
Contemporary Japanese Ceramics from 
the Horvitz Collection” from Jan. 22 
through May 7. This exhibit highlights 
the diversity, creativity, and technical 
virtuosity of 20th and 21st-century 
ceramic artists working in Japan. The 
show features artists whose work is 
inspired by traditional themes, as well as 
those who work in—or who are influenced 
by--the avant garde. Tensions between form 
and functionality, traditional and modern, 
national and international are often evident 
across works in the exhibition and within 
individual pieces. Forty artists, including 
many of Japan’s greatest living ceramicists, 
are represented by 75 works. 916.808.7000; 
www.crockerartmuseum.org

Maestro Peter Jaffe. 
Courtesy photo.

Darlene Engebretsen, Joan McCammon and Linda 
Kennedy tell tall tales and share lively music during 
the children’s story hour in 2016. Courtesy photo.

Akoda Pumpkin 
by Katsumata 
Chieko. Courtesy 
photo.

Child’s Rocking 
Chair by Priscilla 
Roach. Courtesy 
photo.

http://www.placerarts.org/goto_perspectives/2015janmar.pdf
http://perspectivesonarts.org/
http://PlacerArts.org
http://www.auburnsymphony.com/tickets/annual-gala
http://www.auburnsymphony.com/tickets/annual-gala
http://www.bluelinearts.org
http://www.bluelinearts.org
http://www.placerarts.org/art-scene/classifieds-for-artists
http://www.placerarts.org/art-scene/classifieds-for-artists
http://www.rosevilletheatreartsacademy.com
http://www.rosevilletheatreartsacademy.com
http://www.FoothillStorytellingGuild.com
http://AuburnOldTownGallery.com
http://www.crockerartmuseum.org
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California Arts Council Report Outlines
Changes to Public Media Program
By April Simpson of the California Arts Council

A state-supported program to fund arts coverage by 
California’s public media outlets is refining its goals 
and will begin accepting applications next year for 
support under the revised guidelines.
 In 2013, the California Arts Council created Arts on 
the Air, a funding program that supported projects at 
KQED, PBS SoCal, Radio Bilingüe, KALW and KCET. 
In the years following, the council gave a total of 
$350,000 to the recipients, including $78,000 to Radio 
Bilingüe for productions about Latino artists and art 
in Latino communities and $75,000 to PBS SoCal for 
videos about California artists and arts organizations.
 But the council suspended the program last year. 
“The pilot grant program was a high priority for the 
Council,” writes Communications Director Caitlin 
Fitzwater, in a newly released report. “But key to 
a productive investment is ensuring that grants are 
effectively serving the field and meeting the actual 
needs of California’s communities.”
 After evaluating its work and convening grantees 
and others to consider challenges and opportunities, 
the council found that it needed to change the 
program’s structure and re-evaluate how to measure 
the impact of the funding and the audience for 
the projects it supported. Among other findings, 
the report notes that audience data are not easily 
quantifiable and that public events can result in 
deeper engagement.
 Council board members, who are appointed by 
state leadership, reviewed preliminary results of 
the report in September and voted to reinstate the 
program with a $200,000 investment. The council will 
develop program guidelines based on the findings 
and additional input from advisors, the report says.
 As a result of the findings, the funder will put less 
emphasis on a project’s reach when reviewing grants, 
which will allow smaller and mid-size stations to 
be more competitive. It will also broaden eligibility 
to include media organizations such as online-only 
outlets and public-access stations, and it will aim to 
foster more partnerships and exchanging of content 
among stations.

 The council will consider the new guidelines in 
December and begin accepting applications for grants 
in 2017.

REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS:
Develop new methods for measuring 
success. Measuring impact and audience by sheer 
numbers puts smaller stations as a disadvantage, the 
report said. Stations also have difficulty determining 
precise audience demographics because they use 
many different platforms, and it’s also challenging to 
isolate the audience for arts content from the general 
audience.
 “… [G]rant applicants should be given the 
opportunity to define impact as it relates to the needs 
of their local communities,” the report said. Other 
considerations should include a broader network 
of platforms, as well as the “role community events 
and performances can play in deepening audience 
engagement, outreach and promotion.”
 Vary grant sizes. Out of 29 applicants, the program 
previously supported seven grantees with awards 
from $28,000 to $75,000. The council found that 
“providing a larger number of smaller grants would 
allow smaller organizations to participate and benefit 
from a grant program, while continuing to support 
larger organizations as part of a network of funders 
investing in large-scale projects.”
 Take advantage of the breadth of expertise 
and diversity in the field. To foster growth and 
development, funders should facilitate mentorships 
and pair organizations that serve different areas and 
demographics and use different approaches.
 Encourage participation of nonprofit media 
organizations in broader grant programs. Besides Arts 
on the Air, the council should promote other arts and 
media grant opportunities to help public broadcasters 
take advantage of other resources.
 To read the entire report, visit www.arts.ca.gov/
resources/pubmediareport.php. 

Mysterium Est: the Mystery of Being—
It’s in the Cards 
A North Tahoe artist conjures up a new Tarot card deck 

By Sandra Reeves 

Magic, mystery, and myth; symbol, 
spirit, and nature—these aspects inform 
and inspire the art of Cathy McClelland—
illustrations, paintings, sculptures, murals, 
and tapestries. And they led her to create 
over time her own version of the 78-
card tarot deck, a centuries-old tool for 
divination. 
 McClelland started her deck with its 22 
major images. The result, in 2008, was a 
self-published Star Majors-only deck and 
booklet sold from her website and other 
outlets. The positive response prompted 
publication of a second edition. Now she 
has also finished painting the 56 minor 
cards, making a complete Star Tarot Deck 
and Book Set, expected out this spring.  
 First in the project, McClelland created 
The Fool card. “The Fool’s number is zero,” 
she explains. “The Fool starts the journey 
and lessons of the majors through to the last 
major card, The World. Then it starts over 
with the Fool again starting with a deeper 
understanding of the self. It’s like peeling 

back the onion layers.” 
 The Devil card became one 
of the most difficult for the 
artist to portray. “The traditional 
imagery of The Devil was so 
uncomfortable,” she says. “I 
finally realized there was no 
way around this disturbing 
image—I had to embrace 
its shadow. I had to look 
deep inside myself to really 
understand the true meaning 
and message of this ‘key.’” 
 The process for creating 
the entire deck was long and 
arduous. Before starting each 
card, McClelland read about 

its different interpretations, exploring its 
traditional meaning and then blending 
symbols of color, animals and other 
cultures into her own idea. She first drew a 
thumbnail sketch that was then expanded 
into a 26-by-34-inch drawing, each card 
taking up to three months to finish. Later, 
to speed the process, she began making the 
paintings much smaller.  
 “The final result is a traditional deck and 
book with non-traditional ideas,” McClelland 
says. “I wanted to make it less patriarchal 
by weaving in more of the feminine energy, 
spirituality, nature, and the awareness that 
we are all connected, needing to recognize 
and claim our responsibility to Mother Earth 
and our fellow human beings with honor 
and respect.”  
 The Star Tarot Deck and Book can 
be pre-ordered on Amazon.com. After 
publication, McClelland will sell it on her 
website and at art shows. Her Star Tarot 
emailed newsletter features a different card 
each month and gives publication updates. 
www.cathymcclelland.com. 

Artist Cathy 
McClelland’s Star 

Tarot Deck and 
Book Set is expected 
to be out this spring, 

available through 
Amazon.com. 

Courtesy photos.

http://www.placerarts.org/goto_perspectives/2015janmar.pdf
http://perspectivesonarts.org/
http://PlacerArts.org
http://www.arts.ca.gov/resources/pubmediareport.php
http://www.arts.ca.gov/resources/pubmediareport.php
http://www.cathymcclelland.com.


DIAMOND ($5,000)

PLATINUM ($2,500)

GOLD ($1,000)

SILVER ($500)

BRONZE ($350)

FRIEND OF TOUR ($100)

Andy & Shana Laursen

Placer County  
Visitor’s Bureau 

Auburn Symphony
Composite Technology International
InConcert Sierra
Julie Gilmore – Coldwell Banker
Laughlin/Freeman Trust

Auburn Honda

Barber Kenes Retirement Solutions of Ameriprise Financial

Helen W. Phillips – Batik Artist

American Cancer Society Discovery Shop
April Maynard, Family Law Attorney
Art League of Lincoln
Auburn Chamber of Commerce 
Auburn Host Lions Club
Baked & Brewed
Cali-Color
Carolyn Metzker – Lyon Real Estate
Cathy Cline Designs
Connie St. James, Realtor
Dawn’s Hallmark Shop
Dorothea Mahan
Foothills Ceramic Art Museum – Kenneth Underwood, Founder
Frank & Kim Cognato
Golden Swann Jewelers
Jennifer Montgomery
Joan-Michele Originals
Joanne Neft
Karen Killebrew
Katherine Miller
Leslie Lohse
Lone Buffalo Vineyards
Lyon Real Estate  

Maki Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.
 Mike Holmes
 Newcastle Mini Storage
 Newcastle Produce
 Nicholson Blown Glass
 Pacific-Custom Machining Co.
 Paula Maxwell & Bob Bugay
 Placer Propane
 Roper’s Jewelers
 Rosie Stilwell
 Sandy Delehanty, Artist
 Selby’s Soil Erosion Control Co., Inc.
 Select Estate Properties
 Shawn Baldwin Homes
 Sierra Moon Goldsmiths
 Sillivan Concrete
 Steve Galyardt & Leslie Maita

Steven E. Phillips, CPA
 Sunset Oaks Framing & Gallery
 Susan Stoll Photography
 The Pottery Studio – Larry Carnes
 Tre Bella Salon & Spa

The Berman Studios – Allan Berman

Umpqua Bank 

Knee Deep Brewing Company

Recology Auburn Placer
Sutter Auburn Faith Hospital 

Warehouse Paint
Williams + Paddon 

PLACERARTS STUDIOS TOUR 2016 SPONSORS
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