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ABOUT THE COVER
‘Autumn Blaze,’ a scene of the High Sierra, is a pastel painting 
by the late Reif Erickson (1950-2015) who expressed his 
passion in these words: ‘My original inspiration has always been 
nature, and its calming effect. I touch the Earth with my heart 
and paint the Spirit of the Land.’
 Mr. Erickson was an instructor and a regional artist with 
works in public, corporate and private collections throughout 
the Pacif ic Coast and Japan. He attributed the success of 
his 38-year career to painting with pastels ’on location,’ or 

what he called Fresh Air painting. Through careful observation 
and technical expertise, he created masterful landscapes, or 
’Earthscapes,’ of his travels in the U.S. and abroad.
 ‘Erickson’s paintings are more than pigment and paper,’ 
says his art representative, John Potter. ‘His Earthscapes take 
you beyond what is seen. Paintings which distill the essence of 
sound, sand, wind, and sun invite you to take the journey with 
Erickson and touch the earth again.’
 Selected original pastels are available for purchase by 
contacting Potter at 530.823.1140 or jpotter@bluecatstudio.com.
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From left, artists Gia McNutt, Rick Watson and 
Pat Stoddard Aragon, who have workspaces in 
the historic Newcastle Packing Shed Studios & 

Gallery, share insights on the value of belonging. 
Read more about ‘Success by Association’ on 

Page 4. Photo by Farn Dupre.

Jewelry, wood crafts,  paintings, wearable 
art, and sculptures – like this one by Heidi 

Temko – will be on display and available 
for purchase during the PlacerArts Studios 

Tour, Nov. 11-13, throughout Placer County. 
Read more about the self-guided driving 

tour on Page 10. Courtesy photo.
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Success by Association
Members find many benefits networking 
within supportive arts organizations

By Farn Dupre

Artists of every genre will 
tell you that creating art can 
be a lonely endeavor, and that 
it’s sometimes difficult to keep 
the creative juices flowing all 
alone. So how do artists find 
the interaction they crave? In 
Placer County, many turn to arts 
associations where like-minded 
souls help spur and sustain 
their passion. These supportive 
groups offer camaraderie, 
networking opportunities, and 
public exposure, as well as 
tangible benefits of membership.
 For Gia McNutt, an acrylic- 
and mixed-media painter and a 

relative newcomer to the art scene, joining 
PlacerArts three years ago was a way to get 
involved in the local arts community. Within 
a year she joined Placer Artists League (PAL) 
and accepted positions as editor of the 
newsletter, then chairperson of the group. 
“As a new artist, but really for any artist, 
getting to know people was a huge benefit. 
When I was in charge of PAL’s Open Juried 
Show I met over 160 artists and other 
leaders in the art community.” 
 After moving to the area from Los 
Angeles about four years ago, oil and pastel 
painter Terry Fink joined the newly formed 
Art League of Lincoln for a similar reason 
when she wanted to get involved in the 
local art community. The biggest benefits 
to members, she notes, are “an outlet to 
show their work, to get feedback, and the 
camaraderie. Those are really important 
things for a small town and a group like 
this.”
 If you ask Auburn poet and novelist June 
Gillam why she belongs to writing groups 
such as Gold Country Writers (GCW), plus 
numerous other state and international 

organizations, she’ll also tell you that the 
main reason is the fellowship and support. 
GCW has a mentor program that pairs 
experienced members with newbies, as well 
as drop-in critique meetings twice a month. 
“It’s a way of building your craft. You hear 
what others are doing, and you learn from 
each other,” she adds. Visual artists also 
agree that peer critiques are invaluable.

SHOW AND SELL
Camaraderie and critiques aside, art 
associations provide artists with a platform 
to show and sell their work to the public. 
For example, PAL members may participate 
in shows at the Umpqua Bank gallery in 
Lincoln twice a year. Both the Art League of 
Lincoln and Blue Line Arts in Roseville also 
guarantee acceptance of art by members 
in their annual shows. PlacerArts hosts Art 
Walks in downtown Auburn four times 
a year and hosts its largest endeavor--
the annual PlacerArts Studios Tour-- each 
autumn, inviting visitors to explore the 
workspaces of noted artists. 
 “The shows are not only valuable for 
established artists, they are really valuable 
for emerging artists,” says McNutt. “Recently 
we had a brand new artist come to one 
of our meetings and tell us she had been 
working on her own for many years, but 
didn’t know how to get her work shown, 
or even how to hang her art. And her work 
was beautiful! So we connected her with 
a watercolor artist who helped her hang 
her art, we invited her to our membership 
show, and she brought three pieces that are 
all hanging there.”
 In addition, both PlacerArts.org and 
Bluelinearts.org offer members explicit 
representation on their websites’ art 
directories, so anyone with an Internet 
connection can see the artists’ work. 

Members post a professional profile or 
statement with images of their work, plus a 
link to their own website or Facebook page. 
 It’s not quite as easy to display the 
written word, but Gillam and other Gold 
Country Writers get out to sign and sell their 
books at events like the Gold Country Fair 
and the Christmas Craft Fair in Auburn, at 
the authors’ booth at the California State 
Fair, and at poetry readings and other events 
at the General Gomez Arts & Events Center 
in Auburn.
 For some artists, belonging to national or 
international art associations brings public 
exposure to a different level. Mystery writer 
Gillam says membership in the Sacramento 
chapter of International Sisters in Crime has 
led to opportunities to participate in panels, 
lectures and publicity interviews at large 
writers’ conferences. PAL member and pastel 
artist Pat Stoddard Aragon, president of 
the international Pastel Society of the West 
Coast for the past three years, exhibits her 
Western-themed paintings in major juried 
shows on a regular basis.

TANGIBLE BENEFITS
The annual cost to join most of the local 
Placer County art associations falls between 
$20 and $70. Since PAL is a program of 
PlacerArts, prospective members must join 
PlacerArts first at a cost of $35. Here’s a 
sampling of some of the tangible benefits 
artists get in return for membership:
• Regularly scheduled meetings. PAL artists 

meet once a month to watch a demonstra-
tion, hear a presentation, or take field trips 
to studios or museums. GCW meets every 
week.

• Insurance. Since PlacerArts is a legal 
entity, members may purchase liability 
insurance.

• Gift Gallery submissions. Members of Blue 
Line Arts, North Tahoe Arts, and the Art 
League of Lincoln have exclusive rights to 
submit and sell small works in the associa-
tions’ gift galleries.

• An online newsletter, eblast, and/or online 
calendar: Most art associations keep in 
touch with members to announce calendar 

events, member news, educational oppor-
tunities, and Calls to Artists with links and 
deadlines. The GCW newsletter includes 
tips on topics such as character develop-
ment and writing children’s literature.

• Discounts. The Art League of Lincoln, 
Blue Line Arts, and North Tahoe Arts offer 
member discounts at many local busi-
nesses.

• Discounted rates or waived entry fees. 
PlacerArts offers some financial assistance 
for select gallery exhibits, events and festi-
vals. The organization also mails members 
the quarterly Perspectives on Arts news-
magazine. 

 For most artists, the best part about 
joining an arts association is the opportunity 
to mingle with peers, 
but the tangible benefits 
do make an impact. 
Oil painter Rick Watson 
sums it up when he talks 
about the advantages 
of belonging to both 
PlacerArts and PAL: “For 
me, this is heaven. Being 
in a small community 
and belonging to an art 
association takes away 
the stress of being in 
business as an artist. 
You’ve already got the 
resources right here.”
 Those resources are 
helping Placer’s arts 
community reach success 
by association.  

During their monthly 
meetings members 
of the Placer 
Artists League 
enjoy critiques, 
f ield trips, and art 
demonstrations, 
such as this one 
by sculptor and 
instructor Jim Lee. 
Courtesy photo.

SOmE PLAcEr 
cOuNTy ArT 
ASSOcIATIONS

Art League of Lincoln
 www.all4art.net 
Blue Line Arts
 www.bluelinearts.org
Gold country Writers
 www.goldcountrywriters.com
rocklin Fine Arts
 www.Rocklinfinearts.org 
North Tahoe Arts
 www.northtahoearts.com
PlacerArts / 
Placer Artists League
 www.placerarts.org  

Poet and crime 
novelist June 

Gillam has the 
opportunity to 

lecture, participate 
on panels, and 
perform poetry 

readings thanks to 
her membership 

in a variety of 
professional 

organizations. 
Courtesy photo.

http://www.placerarts.org/goto_perspectives/2015janmar.pdf
http://perspectivesonarts.org/
http://PlacerArts.org
http://www.all4art.net
http://www.bluelinearts.org
http://www.goldcountrywriters.com
http://www.northtahoearts.com
http://www.placerarts.org
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“They always say time changes things, but 
you actually have to change them yourself,” 
Andy Warhol once said. Acting bravely on 
that premise, two well-known Placer County 
artists are making changes in their work—
one to improve her health, the other to 
extend her creative reach.

mETAL ArTIST 
JENNIFEr JOHNSON 

She didn’t realize that the practice of her 
art was hurting her. For 25 years Jennifer 
Johnson has created sculptures large and 
small of the human form and horses from 
found and discarded metals. Her sculptures 
have won many awards, been shown in 
galleries far and wide, featured in arts 
magazines and on TV shows, used in movie 
sets, and displayed in PlacerArts’ annual 
studio tours. But not long ago, Johnson 
recognized that her work was adversely 
affecting her health.  
 “I began creating metal sculptures in my 
20s,” Johnson recalls. “I was taught well but 

didn’t always use my safety gear. I collected 
a variety of metal from different industries—
automotive, agricultural, household, etc. 
Metal is porous and holds a residue of 
oils or any chemicals it was saturated in.  
When the metal is welded, that property 
burns, and the smoke is dangerous, which 
caused scar tissue on the inside of my lungs. 
Normally, your lungs create oxygen gases 
and put them into your bloodstream to keep 
your vital organs alive. I was getting close to 
only 70 percent, which isn’t enough. I have 
since changed my living habits, lost weight, 
and in the studio always wear safety gear.”  
 Johnson’s safety gear now includes a 
ventilation welding mask that blows fresh 
air into her mask; she uses tools that do 
the tough jobs her body can’t do anymore. 
And she has help—from her son. “At first 
I was grieving and fighting the changes,” 
she admits. “It was very frustrating telling 
someone how to do something that would 
take me very little time. My son has watched 
me and helped me in the studio for years, 
so he knows what I want sometimes before 
I even say it. It is starting to become a 
positive thing again.” 
 The “positives” at the moment are six 
monumental metal sculptures, each about 14 
feet tall, that Johnson is making for Lennar 
homes in Alameda. “In order to do these, 
I have to take safety precautions to stay 
healthy, and I have the assistance of my son 
and, now, also an art student. 
 “So the journey continues,” she says, “and 
constant change is inevitable. Life is always 
interesting, and when you concentrate on 
the positive, you blossom.”
 Visit Johnson’s website at 
www.jjohnsonstudio.com.
  

FINE ArT ArTIST mArILyN rOSE 
Last December, artist Marilyn Rose, an 
expert in many media, shifted her to focus 
to portraiture. “I grew up drawing faces, 
as my mother had taught me the basic 
proportions at a very early age,” Rose 
explains. “I’ve taken portrait and figure 
workshops from masters--like Craig Nelson, 
Michael Siegel, Tom Nash, Suchitra Bhosie, 
and Deladier Almeida--and in other classes 
and open sessions. But I wanted a more 
concentrated portrait practice where I 
could have more control of clothing, pose, 
lighting, and mood. So I started project 
P.A.inT.—Portrait Artist in Training.” 
 So far Rose has painted two portraits for 
the project and has requests for two more. 
In sittings, customers pose comfortably in 
Rose’s home studio while she paints a basic 
likeness in oil on a 12-by-16-inch linen, 
then finishes details from reference photos. 
The completed portrait is professionally 
photographed and printed on high-quality, 
heavy paper. The print is free to the 
customer, who has the option of buying 
the original for $100. The initial phase of 
P.A.inT. runs through this December, after 
which the cost for a commissioned portrait 
will increase.  
 Rose had been an artist in her youth but 
life took her away from art for many years. 
“In mid-life, I went back to art studies—
drawing, brush and knife technique, color 
theory, landscape, still life, photography, 
portraiture—anything to help me in my 
creative journey,” she says. “I found that 
each medium I tried helped improve my 
work in the others.” 
 Rose’s renewed studies, many with 
renowned artists, have yielded multiple 
successes. Since 1993, she has sold more 

than 400 paintings and drawings; exhibited 
in local co-op and traditional galleries, 
including three years at Sacramento’s Elliott 
Fouts Gallery; shown in several state and 
national juried arts groups’ shows, and 
participated in the Pacific Fine Arts outdoor 
shows. She taught oil painting at the School 
of Light and Color, plein air workshops, and 
oil and acrylic classes, among others.  
 Along with the portraiture project, Rose 
continues to work in other media. “I’ve 
tried to tie myself down to one subject 
matter and one style in order to make 
my statement in the art world, but I love 
painting portraits, landscapes, and still lifes 
equally, so I can’t seem to exclude any of 
them for long.” 
  For more about P.A.inT., visit http://
artistmarilynrose.fineartstudioonline.com/
page/7617/your-story. 

Shifting Gears
Two artists find making changes in techniques keep the processes – and thei r lives – interesting 

By Sandra Reeves 

After realizing her 
health was at stake, 
metal artist Jennifer 

Johnson made chang-
es to her equipment 

and processes, in-
cluding working with 

two new apprentices. 
File photo.

Employing an inven-
tive way to improve 
her portraiture skills, 
artist Marilyn Rose 
is offering clients 
a free photograph 
of their portraits in 
exchange for posing. 
They also may pur-
chase the original oil 
painting on linen at 
a discounted price. 
Courtesy photo.

http://www.placerarts.org/goto_perspectives/2015janmar.pdf
http://perspectivesonarts.org/
http://PlacerArts.org
http://www.jjohnsonstudio.com
http://artistmarilynrose.fineartstudioonline.com/page/7617/your-story
http://artistmarilynrose.fineartstudioonline.com/page/7617/your-story
http://artistmarilynrose.fineartstudioonline.com/page/7617/your-story
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BLuES rOcK-cOuNTry 

TrIBuTES
The Auburn Placer Performing Arts Center 
will rock with the bluesy rhythms of The 
Elvin Bishop Band in October, and twang 
with the music of Johhny Cash, Patsy Cline 
and the Statler Brothers in November.
 On Saturday Oct. 29, starting at 7:30 p.m., 
legendary blues guitarist, songwriter and 
singer Elvin Bishop and his band will take 
the State Theatre stage. Tickets are $44 in 
advance; $46 at the door.
 A multiple Blues Music Awards recipient, 
Bishop carved his niche as a hit-making 
roadhouse rocker. He was a founding 
member of the groundbreaking Paul 
Butterfield Blues Band in the early ‘60s, 
recording with legends such as Clifton 
Chenier, John Lee Hooker, and The Allman 
Brothers. He found Pop success with his 

own 1976 smash hit “Fooled Around and 
Fell in Love.”
 On Friday, Nov. 4, from 7:30-10:30 p.m., 
the Rhythm Riders and its Johnny Cash-
Patsy Cline Tribute Show returns to the State 
Theatre with special guests American Pride, 
a Statler Brothers tribute band. Tickets are 
$35 for reserved seating.
 Few artists have left such a lasting 
influence on the American musical 
landscape as Johnny Cash. Though the man 
himself is gone, his music lives on in The 
Rhythm Riders, fronted by Johnny and Dee 
Price who faithfully recreate Cash’s most 
popular hits, such as “Folsom Prison Blues,” 
“A Boy Named Sue,” and “Walk the Line.”
 Johnny Price looks and sounds like 
Johnny Cash. And when his wife Dee joins 
him onstage to take the role of June Carter, 
their voices bring the house down. Dee 
Price also takes center stage as she and the 
band perform the lush arrangements and 
enduring classics of Patsy Cline.
 Special guests American Pride-- with 
group members Bill Tomlinson, Mike 
Whetsel, Jimmy Whetsel, and Adam 
Chambers--join The Rhythm Riders for this 
show, bringing back the sounds of the most 
award-winning act in Country Music history, 
the Statler Brothers, whose first hit record 
was “Flowers on the Wall.”
 530.885.0156; www.LiveFromAuburn.com

ScALING THE HEIGHTS
The Auburn Symphony, under the direction 
of Maestro Peter Jaffe, climbs to new heights 
as it opens its 2016-17 season the weekend 
of Oct. 15-16. Presenting “New World,” the 
first in its Masterworks concert series, 
the program includes: Hershy Kay’s 
dances from Cakewalk; Antonin Dvorák’s 

Mix of Musical Favorites Highlight Holiday Season 

Symphony No. 9, “From the New World,” the 
composer’s symphonic pinnacle of African- 
and Indian-American culture dance. The 
conductor’s son, cellist James Jaffe, will 
take the spotlight performing Ernest Bloch’s 
Schelomo, a powerful, soulful work inspired 
by King Solomon. 
 The evening of Dec. 6, the annual 
performance of the Messiah Singalong 
invites the community to join the orchestra 
and guest vocalists in singing traditional 
carols as well as the choruses of this holiday 
favorite. Tickets are $10-$20. The season 
continues the weekend of Jan. 21-22, 2017 
with “All Aboard,” a concert that musically 
cruises from the Danube to the tropics, 
featuring two solo harps by Kerstin Allvin 
and Beverly Wesner-Hoehn performing 
James Hartway’s Island Dances.
 Unless otherwise noted, tickets range 
from $20 to $45. All performances are at 
the Placer High School Theatre, 275 Orange 
Street, Auburn. www.auburnsymphony.com 

‘NuTcrAcKEr’ rETurNS
Placer Theatre Ballet presents its annual 
production of The Nutcracker in afternoon 
performances on Dec. 3-4 and Dec. 10-11. 
Russian composer Peter Tchaikovsky wrote 
the music of the “Nutcracker Ballet” in 1892. 
Based on a book by E.T.A. Hoffman, it tells 
the tale of Clara, a young girl who receives 
a nutcracker toy for Christmas and dreams 
of her brave Nutcracker Prince battling the 
ferocious Mouse King. Musical selections 
include some of Tchaikovsky’s most 
recognizable works, including “The Dance 
of the Sugar Plum Fairy” and “The Party 
March” from Act I.
 Unlike traditional studios with its own 
company of dancers, the Rocklin-based 
Placer Theatre Ballet is open to any dancer 
age 5-18, as well as adults. After open 
auditions are held, dancers are placed in 
roles based on their age and skill level. A 
typical production includes dancers that 
train at more than a dozen studios, from 
Grass Valley to Sacramento. 916.630.7820; 
placertheatreballet.org.   

the score

The Rhythm 
Riders, a Johnny 

Cash-Patsy Cline 
Tribute Show, 

takes the State 
Theatre stage on 

Friday, Nov. 4. 
Courtesy photo.

Dancers from various studios 
come together to perform 
the Placer Theatre Ballet’s 
annual production of ‘The 
Nutcracker Suite.’ File photo.
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With a new name that reflects its 
countywide scope, a fresh logo and new 
works on display, the 23rd annual PlacerArts 
Studios Tour (PAST) invites the public to 
three days of free arts appreciation. Held 
Friday through Sunday, Nov. 11-13, from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. at galleries and workspaces 
throughout Placer County, the self-guided 
driving tour is PlacerArts largest program, 
with 77 artists showing and demonstrating 
their work.
 Some will exhibit individually or host 
other artisans in their own studios; many 
will share space with fellow artists in locales 
such as Newcastle Packing Shed Studios & 
Gallery, Old Library Art Studio in Auburn, 
General Gomez Arts and Events Center in 
Auburn, and the Gallery iQ in Rocklin. 
 The artists on the Studios Tour range 
from young emerging artists to veterans, 
creating art in watercolor, acrylic, oils, 
ceramics, wood, metal, sculpture, jewelry, 
drawing, glass, painted silk, mixed media, 
calligraphy, woven art, photography, 
furniture, wearable art, and more. 
 The selection process for the PAST uti-

Contemporary Arts Are Found in the PAST
Studios tour allows visitors to meet artists; watch demos; purchase directly

lized the expertise of three Jurors: Tony Nat-
soulas, a ceramic artist, curator at Blue Line 
Arts and Adjunct Professor at Sacramento 
State University; Manuel Rios, an Axis Gal-
lery member and Adjunct Professor at Sierra 
College and Sacramento State University; D. 
Neath, KVIE-TV’s on-air art curator and a 
host of “KVIE Arts Showcase.”
 The jury process ensures that the Placer-
Arts Studios Tour maintains its standards by 
consistently bringing high quality art to visi-
tors. The panel selected artists whose work 
stood out to them to be honored as a “Ju-
rors’ Pick” (see Pages 12-13 for locations).
 To help visitors find their favorite artists 
and plan their routes, preview exhibits will 
be held:

• Blue Line Arts, Roseville – Oct. 7 - 
Nov. 19. Artist Reception - Oct. 15
• Gallery iQ, Rocklin – Oct.1 - Nov. 3. Artist 
Reception - Oct. 15 (selected artists)
• Westfield Galleria at Roseville – Oct.21- 
Nov. 14.
• General Gomez Arts and Events Center/
PlacerArts, Auburn – Nov. 4 - 17.
• Art League of Lincoln – Oct. 20 – Nov. 15 
during gallery hours. 
 All participating artists will have work 
displayed.
 Maps and tour guides will be available 
from late October through the tour at 
PlacerArts, 808 Lincoln Way, Auburn; Blue 
Line Arts, 405 Vernon Street, Roseville; 
Gallery iQ, 3700 Midas Ave., Rocklin; Old 
Library Artists Studios, 175 Almond Street, 
Auburn.
 For more information, visit 
www.Placerarts.org. 

Far left, graphite 
pencil artist Sean 
Bonito drew the 
new oak leaf 
logo for the 2016 
PlacerArts Studios 
Tour. Bonito is one 
of 16 participants 
selected as a Jurors’ 
Pick artist. Courtesy 
photo.

2016 JurOrS’ PIcK ArTISTS 
Sandy Delehanty, Auburn (OLAS) – Watercolor, Oil Painting & 
   Photography
Linda Green, Auburn (OLAS) – Acrylic, Oil & Ceramics 
Keith Smith, Auburn (OLAS, Guest Artist) – Batik 
Sonja Hamilton, Auburn – Watercolor  
Janet and Rick Nicholson ,** Auburn – Blown Glass 
Jay Stargaard, Colfax – Metal Sculpture and Jewelry 
Ritu Atwal Tara, Granite Bay – Mixed Medium 
Mya Louw, Granite Bay – Oil, Acrylic & Pastel 
Neal DeVore, Lincoln – Wood Turning 
Barbara Ann Chestnutt,** Meadow Vista – Ceramics 
Sean Bonito, Newcastle – Graphite Pencil 
Thomas Caswell, Penryn – Ceramic and Glass 
Noel Sandino,** Roseville – Printmaking, Oil & Acrylic Painting 
Robert Chaponot, Roseville – Photography 
William Lum,** Roseville – Watercolor, Mixed Media, & Ink 
Philip Sargent, Roseville – Woodturning & Pyrography   
**Artists receiving two or more Jurors’ Pick votes

ExEcuTIvE DIrEcTOr’S WELcOmE

The 2016 PlacerArts Studios Tour 

is upon us. This annual event, 

now in its 23rd year, show-

cases the talents of Placer 

County artists and brings the 

art to life in the studios of the 

artists.  The new name (for-

merly the Autumn Art Studios 

Tour) represents the countywide 

scope of the tour. This year we high-

light 77 artists from Colfax to Roseville, Granite Bay 

and Lincoln in 40 locations. Many of the artists have 

participated on the tour for many years, and we have 

several new ones this year, including a group from 

Sun City Roseville. A number of artists have partnered 

to share studios or venues, which makes it easier for 

visitors to see and experience more artists. 

 The Studios Tour is an excellent opportunity for 

Placer County artists to show and demonstrate their 

artistic talents and for visitors to learn about the art-

ists, see their work and experience the excellent art cre-

ated in our county. 

 Besides reaching Placer County residents, the arts 

in Placer County and the Studios Tour program are 

an excellent attraction for tourists and visitors from as 

close as Sacramento and other neighboring communi-

ties to as far away as other countries.

 I want to thank all of the generous sponsors who 

have supported the 2016 PlacerArts Studios Tour. Their 

support makes this program possible and helps it grow.

I also want to thank the artists and others who are 

part of this year’s tour for your participation, energy, 

assistance and dedication to this PlacerArts program. 

It is you that makes this annual event a success.

 Join us for the tour weekend meeting and visiting 

with the talented artists on our self-guided tour and 

learning about them and their work, as well as taking 

home your favorite works of art.

—Bob Reich, Executive Director PlacerArts

Ceramics are the specialty of Barbara Ann 
Chestnutt, one of 77 artists who will be exhibiting 
during the free studios tour. Courtesy photo.

‘High Hand Koi 2’ is the title of one of the works 
that will be shown by William Lum of Roseville who 
works in mixed media, watercolor and ink. Courtesy 
photo.
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With a little taste of traditional Dickens 
and a bit of Steampunk spice, the artists of 
High Hand Gallery host their first Victorian 
Holiday Faire on Saturday and Sunday, 
Nov. 26-27, in conjunction with High Hand 
Nursery’s annual Tree Lighting Ceremony. 
Free to the public, the Victorian Faire is 
open from 10 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. on Saturday; 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday.
 Held in the historic High Hand Fruit Shed 
at 3750 Taylor Road in Loomis, the Faire 
will exhibit the work of regional artists, and 
offer a Gingerbread Man Creation Station 
where kids of all ages can decorate their 

own cookie masterpieces. The well-known 
a cappella ensemble The Merrie Olde 
Christmas Carolers will add their voices to 
the holiday celebration on Saturday evening.
 Dressed in Victorian costumes, the 
quartet will rove throughout the Fruit Shed 
and Art Gallery singing traditional Christmas 
carols accompanied by the merry sounds 
of cymbals, tambourines and kazoos. Many 
of the artists and participants in this event 
also will adorn themselves in elements 
of customary Victorian dress or fantastic 
Steampunk attire. Vendors and visitors are 
encouraged to do the same.
 “High Hand Gallery’s Victorian Holiday 
Faire will resemble an old-fashioned 
street market,” says Debra Hosler, exhibit 
coordinator. “Local artists will display and 
sell their work to the public in a fun and 
festive atmosphere at a time when people 
may be looking for a special holiday gift.”
 With High Hand Gallery’s history of 
hosting entertaining arts events, organizers 
expect the Victorian Holiday Faire to 
become an annual program. For several 
years the gallery has successfully produced 
Art Fest, a similar event held every spring. 
It also presents the biennial ArtStock 
gathering, featured artist receptions, and 
themed shows such as Winter Celebration 
and Small Works.
 “We hope to increase the number of 
events in the future,” Hosler adds. “We like 
to have fun.” www.highhandgallery.com

Victorian Holiday Faire
High Hand Gallery combines festive seasonal traditions with regional arts 

By Janis Dice

Costumed in Dickensian attire, The Merrie Olde Christmas 
Carolers will perform sounds of the season at the High Hand 

Gallery Victorian Holiday Faire. Comprised of members of the San 
Francisco Opera Chorus, and featured artists from other Bay area 
opera and theatre companies, the a cappella group presents new 

arrangements, as well as traditional carols. Courtesy photo. 

Cowpoke Gathering Corrals
Western Poetry, Stories and Music

The heritage of the Old West comes alive 
during the 22nd Annual Cowpoke Fall 
Gathering, Nov. 10-13, in the historic Blue 
Goose Event Center on Taylor Road in 
Loomis. Presenting poetry, storytelling and 
Western music, The Gathering celebrates 
cowboy life.
 The four-day event kicks off with a gala 
reception on Thursday evening, Nov. 10, 
from 6-9 p.m. that showcases the featured 
poets for 2016, Joel Nelson and J Parson. 
While mingling with friends, meeting the 
performers and bidding on silent auction 
items, guests will enjoy a sumptuous meal 
crafted by Jackson Catering and Events. 
Tickets are $50 per person.
 On Friday, Nov. 11 at 7 p.m., the 
program features Cowboy Poetry and Music 
by Joel Nelson, Rusty Richards, J Parson, 
Larry Maurice, Bill Brewster and emcee Jeff 
Severson. Tickets are $45/$35.
 Saturday, Nov. 12, the theme is Tough 
Enough to Wear Pink All Day! where 
everyone is encouraged to wear pink in 
support of breast cancer awareness. At 10 
a.m., students from Loomis schools will 
perform their original Cowboy Poetry, 
assisted by mentors Larry Maurice and Roger 
Carroll. Admission is free.
 Saturday at 7 p.m., Cowboy Poetry and 
Music featuring Joel Nelson, Rusty Richards, 
J Parson, Bill Brewster and emcee Jeff 
Severson take the stage. Tickets are $45/$35.
 Sunday, the event concludes at 10 a.m. 
with Cowboy Church services, featuring 
spiritual poetry and music. Refreshments 
will be served. Donations accepted.
 Hosted by the Cowpoke Foundation,
whose mission is to preserve and promote
American cowboy traditions, the Fall
Gathering includes educational programs

in local schools. Its youth performances
ensure the legacy of Cowboy Poetry
continues by exposing young people to
these oral folk art forms.
 Cowboy Poetry has been described as the 
perfect language coded with insider’s words, 
special phrases and shared values. It reflects 
the sights, smells and sounds of wide open 
spaces; a window to the past when solitude 
and loneliness often were a cowboy’s only 
companions. For many cowpokes, sharing 
tall tales and weaving verse and rhyme 
was their only source of entertainment 
while sitting around a campfire after a hard 
days ride. Part of America’s saga, it still 
charms and inspires. 916.652.6290; www.
cowpokefallgathering.com 

poets speak

Cowboy, horse wrangler and entertainer Larry Maurice takes Western 
poetry into local classrooms as part of the Cowpoke Fall Gathering’s mission 

to keep cowboy poetry, music and memories alive. Courtesy photo.
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Placer County’s fourth annual Employee 
Art show, Placer Creates, begins Nov. 29, 
2016 and continues through Feb. 28, 2017 
at a variety of civic buildings throughout 
the county. The show is intended to share 
county employee’s creativity with the public 
and other employees.
 The exhibition highlights an array 
of creative expressions from painting, 
sculpture and photography to mixed 
media compositions, textiles, jewelry and 
collaborative works. Over 30 Placer County 
employees are expected to exhibit their 
works of art. 
 An artist reception will be held Tuesday 
Nov. 29, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the 
Placer County Community Development 
Resource Center, 3091 County Center Drive 
in Auburn. The public is invited to attend 
the reception, meet the artists and view their 
creations.
 The Placer Creates exhibition can be 
viewed Monday through Friday, from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. (excluding holidays) at the 
following locations in Auburn: Community 
Development Resource Center – 3091 
County Center Drive, County Administrative 
Center (Domes) – 175 Fulweiler Ave., Larry 
Oddo Finance Administration Building – 

2986 Richardson Drive; and at two locations 
in Tahoe City: Tahoe Administrative Center 
– 775 N. Lake Blvd.; Tahoe City Library – 
740 N. Lake Blvd. (during library hours). 

County Workers Exhibit Works of Art

‘#PlacerLife’ is a collaborative multi-media piece 
created by the Placer County Communications 
Team comprised of staff from different 
departments including Board of Supervisors, 
Administrative Services, and the County Executive 
Office. Below, the photograph ‘Lake Tahoe 
Drought’ is by Mark Rideout, an employee in 
the Department of Public Works and Facilities. 
Courtesy photos.

arts news

Anna Clayton, 
Placer County’s 
2016 Poetry Out 
Loud competition 
winner. File photo.

ArTISTS TO SKETcHcrAWL
Placer Artists League (PAL) is sponsoring a 
Sketchcrawl on Oct. 15, from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. during the annual Auburn Community 
Festival at Recreation Park, 123 Recreation 
Drive in Auburn The Sketchcrawl is an 
event where artists of all genres get together 
to draw, sketch or paint in a specific 
area, then meet up to show what they’ve 
created.  All anyone needs to participate is 
something to draw with and something to 
draw on.
 Artists interested in participating should 
contact PAL’s Carol Grismore at cgrismore@
hotmail.com.
 To read more about the Auburn 
Community Festival, check out Events at 
www.auburnrec.com. 
 To read more about Urban Sketchers, 
visit www.urbansketchers.org.

POETry OuT LOuD
Placer County high school students are
already preparing for the 2017 Poetry
Out Loud (POL) recitation competition.
Interested teachers commit to the program
by Dec. 1 and the county competition
is scheduled for Jan. 29, 2017. The winner 
moves on to State Finals in Sacramento on 
Sunday and Monday, March 12-13. The state 
champ will head to the National Finals in 
Washington, D.C. April 24-26. 
 The structure of Poetry Out Loud is 
similar to a spelling bee. This annual 
program starts in the fall with high school 
teachers using the free Poetry Out Loud 
teacher toolkit and related materials to 
teach poetry recitation and run classroom 
competitions. Following a pyramid structure, 
classroom winners advance to a school-
wide competition. Each school’s champion 
competes at the district or county level 
by mid-February, and county winners 
are treated to an unforgettable two days 
at the California Poetry Out Loud State 
Finals in Sacramento. The State Finals are 
usually held in the historic Senate Chamber 
(legislative calendar permitting) and are 

televised via the California 
Channel on the California Arts 
Council site.
 Locally sponsored by 
PlacerArts, the free POL 
program is an extraordinary 
opportunity for high school 
students to learn great poetry, 
perform it, and win prizes 
for themselves and their 
schools. The competition 
helps students master public 
speaking skills, build self-
confidence, learn about their 
literary heritage and compete 
for college scholarship 
funding. Nationwide, Poetry 
Out Loud has grown every 
year with millions of students 
participating across the 
country. California features the largest 
competition of all.
 The county champions are honored 
with a dinner reception and each receives 
a certificate of recognition from their 
legislative representative. At the state level, 
the winner receives: $200 cash prize and an 
all expense paid trip to Washington, D.C.; 
$500 for their school to purchase literary 
materials; an opportunity to compete at 
the National Finals for college scholarship 
funds.
 For the latest details on Placer County’s 
live competition, or for more information, 
visit www.poetryoutloud.org or 
placerarts.org, 530.885.5670. 

ArT WALKS cONcLuDE
The final 2016 Auburn Art Walk takes place 
Friday, Oct. 7, from 6-9 p.m. at businesses 
and venues throughout the city’s Old Town 
and Downtown districts. The free tour 
features music, demonstrations, children’s 
activities, wine tasting, pop-up exhibits and 
great works of art by local artists. Visitors 
may pick up a brochure at the Arts Building 
at 808 Lincoln Way in downtown Auburn, or 
at any participating venue. The map is also 

http://www.placerarts.org/goto_perspectives/2015janmar.pdf
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available online. Sponsored by PlacerArts, 
the Auburn Art Walks are held the first 
Friday of the month each April, June, August 
and October. 530.885.5670; www.placerarts.
org 

yOu’rE PuTTING mE ON
During the month of October, the Auburn 

Old Town Gallery, 218 Washington 
Street, presents You’re Putting Me 
On, a free exhibit of wearable art. 
The show features jewelry, clothing, 
leather garments and a variety of 
accessories by artists Ardith Gray, 
Jennifer Lile, Rebecca Martinez, 
Keith Smith, Merridee Smith, Darlene 
Becker, Meg Black-Smith, Cherie 
Danzer, Marjan Kluepfel , Stacey 
Lamothe, Linda Miller and Dianne Van 
De Carr.
 An informal fashion show will be 
held during October Artwalk on 
Friday, October 7 at 6 pm.  
 Gallery hours are Sunday-
Wednesday, 
10 a.m.– 6 p.m.; Thursday-Saturday, 
10 a.m.– 9 p.m. 530.887.9150; 

www.auburnoldtowngallery.com

ArTSPAcE ExPANDS vArIETy
The PlacerArts ARTspace program 
is expanding its array of classes and 
workshops for novice and experienced 
artists of all ages at its creative facilities in 
Auburn and Rocklin. 
 “This is the best fall line up yet,” says 
Linda Green, program coordinator. “The 
only way to insure that we continue to have 
quality guest artists coming to the ARTspace 
is to attend the workshops. I have had 
many requests for classes for adults, but 
they will only happen if we take the time 
out to support the artists who are giving so 
generously of their time and expertise.”. 
 In September, instructor Tom Sarradet 
led four Art Appreciation classes for adults, 
and Auburn artist Max Redpath-Kennedy 

initiated a four-week session of Beginning 
Figure Drawing workshops, teaching 
basic, time-tested techniques with focused 
concentration on the figure. 
 Writer and photographic artist Terri Kent-
Enborg also is presenting new courses 
at ARTspace. She led a four-part series, 
Awaken the Writer Within, and facilitated 
the half-day workshop Introduction to 
Photography as a Meditative Practice, in 
September.
 In October, she presents the four-
week course Photography as a Meditative 
and Contemplative Practice, which takes 
students deeply into photography as a 
means of cultivating presence, awareness, 
insight and illumination. Attendees will 
come away with a new sense of seeing 
the world and their relationship with it. 
Additionally, they will have the option of 
compiling their images into an e-book. Class 
dates are Oct. 6, 13, 20 and 27, from 6-8:30 
p.m. Cost is $100 for four classes; $90 with 
PlacerArts Membership.
 Kent-Enborg earned her BA in Studio 
Art, Summa Cum Laude, with an emphasis 
in photography and film. Having also 
written daily since the age of 23, she 
went on to study the writing craft with 
acclaimed writers such as Donna Hanelin 
and Alan Heathcock. Her poetry and prose 
have been published in literary journals, 
magazines, anthologies, editorial venues 
and chapbooks, while her photographs 
have been exhibited regionally, nationally 
and internationally. Since 2002, she has 
taught visual art and creative writing 
while facilitating expressive writing and 
arts groups for persons marginalized by 
homelessness.
 The ARTspace will be adding winter 
workshops that will be listed in the 
PlacerArts online Calendar. Join the 
ARTspace mailing list to be the first to 
know. Send requests to: ARTspace@
PlacerArts.org 
 For all class listings and registration visit 
www.placerarts.org

NEWcASTLE ArTS ON TOur
The free Newcastle Art Studios Tour invites 
the public to visit 27 artists in 10 studios, 
galleries and other sites on Saturday and 
Sunday, Oct. 8- 9, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
each day. See art in a variety of media, 
including watercolor, scratchboard, pastel, 
photography, pencil, printmaking and more. 
Watch demonstrations and purchase works 
of art directly from the creators. www.
newcastleart.com 
 The Newcastle Packing Shed Artists 
Studios & Gallery now is open every 
Saturday from 11 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sundays, 11 
a.m.-2 p.m. The Studios & Gallery also will 
be open Nov. 11-13 during the PlacerArts 
Studios Tour. https://www.facebook.com/
Newcastle-Packing-Shed-Artists-Studios-
1533612610248272/?fref=ts 

ArTISTIc TEAm WANTED 
Roseville Theatre Arts Academy is 
looking for directors, musical directors 
and choreographers as it enters its 2017-
2018 season. Prospective directors should 
submit a complete show proposal with a 
show idea, anticipated budget and staffing 
plan. Directors who would like to direct a 
certain type of show--Treehouse Players, 
Master Musicals, Mainstage Musicals, or 
Comedies—should explain why they are a 
good fit. Choreographers should send their 
availability for announced shows, or send 
in ideas for shows they would like to do. 
Musical director candidates should identify 
which shows they want to work on and 
their availability. Submit ideas by Dec. 1 
to Executive Director Michelle Raskey at 
michelleraskey@gmail.com or drop package 
at the box office, 241 Vernon Street, 
Roseville, Tuesday through Friday, 12-4 p.m.

Felted wool “Leaves” 
wrap by Merridee 

Smith. Photo 
by Maria Soto 
Photography.

Nancy Polli, Artist • Coach

NancyPolli.com    530-368-2038

ART 
CLASSES

Explore your creativity • Art experience not needed
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rOcKLIN ArTS SHOW
The 9th Annual Rocklin Fine Arts 
Membership Art Show is being held 
Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 8-9 from noon 
to 5 p.m. each day, at the Rocklin Event 
Center, 2650 Sunset Blvd. in Rocklin. 
An Artists Reception with wine and 
refreshments is set for Sunday, from 3-5 
p.m. Admission is free. In addition to the 
juried show, there will be a marketplace 
where artisans’ handcrafted works are 
available for purchase. Rocklin Fine Arts is 
a non-profit group that supports supports 
local artists and promotes arts events in the 
community. www.Rocklinfinearts.org

PLATES AND TOTEmS
From Oct 7 to Nov. 19, Blue Line Arts 
in Roseville presents its sixth annual 
invitational Plates and Totems exhibition. 
The free show features 120 plates and 
totems created by Northern California artists 

who will present traditional forms in non-
traditional ways; plates as paintings, totems 
as contemporary sculpture. The gallery 
at 405 Vernon Street in Roseville is open 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11 a.m.– 5 p.m.; 
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays: 11 a.m.- 
3 p.m.; or by appointment. 916.783.4117; 
www.bluelinearts.org

cALENDAr cONTEST
Photographers of any age and level are 
encouraged to enter the annual Advantage 
Marketing and Print Photo Contest. The 
twelve winners will be featured in the 
Auburn company’s widely-distributed 2017 
calendar. The top three winners will receive 
framed prints of their work; the top two 
additionally will receive cash prizes of $50 
and $100. Photos must be in landscape 
orientation and feature the Gold Country 
region including Placer, Nevada, and El 
Dorado counties. Entries set in different 
seasons will have the best chance of 
selection.
 By submitting photos, the entrant gives 
Advantage Marketing and its partners the right 
to use the photos in any way they see fit, such as 
publishing them online, in promotional material 
and in the calendar. Deadline to enter is 11:59 p.m. 
on Nov. 1. Advantage reserves the right to change 
the deadline, so check the website or social media 
for the latest details. www.advantageauburn.com/
photo-contest

WATErcOLOr WEEKEND
Blue Line Arts in Roseville hosts acclaimed 
watercolorist David Lobenberg for 
a California Vibe Watercolor Portrait 
Workshop on Saturday and Sunday, 
Nov. 19-20, from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. each day. 
Attendees will learn how to turn any portrait 
into an expressive watercolor painting. Cost 
for members is $175; non-members, $190.
916.783.4117; info@bluelinearts.org;  www.
bluelinearts.org 

arts news arts news

cOcKTAILS & cINEmA
Have fun while raising funds for the historic 
State Theatre by enjoying an evening of 
cocktails, appetizers, and the screening of 
the 1937 classic movie “Topper”’ starring 
Cary Grant. All proceeds go toward the 
“Beautify the State, Beautify Auburn” exterior 
painting project. Set for Saturday, Nov. 
5, from 6:30-10 p.m., tickets are $100 per 
person. 530.885.0156; appac@att.net; www.
LiveFromAuburn.com 

SAcrAmENTO ArTS FESTIvAL 
The 19th Annual Sacramento Arts Festival
returns to the Sacramento Convention Center
Nov. 4-6, featuring 225 of America’s best
contemporary craftspeople and fine artists
offering more than 15,000 original works.
Hours: Friday, 10 a.m.- 6 p.m.; Saturday, 10 
a.m.- 6 p.m.; Sunday 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.. Tickets 
are $8, Adults; $7, Seniors; free to children 
under 12. www.sacartsfest.com

PAL mEETS FOr DEmOS
Join members of the Placer Artists League at 
their next meetings: Oct. 4 at 10 a.m. visit 
Jay Stargaard’s studio in Colfax for a welding 
demonstration; Nov 1 at 10 a.m. watch a 
demo at Nicholson’s Blown Glass in North 
Auburn. For more information, visit www.
Placerarts.org.

HOLIDAy crEATE-A-THON
On Wednesday, Dec. 21, from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m., children ages 6-10 can use a range 
of techniques to create presents, cards, 
adornments, and other one-of-a-kind holiday 
treasures at Blue Line Arts in Roseville. Cost 
is $40 for members; non-members, $45. 
916.783.4117; info@bluelinearts.org; www.
bluelinearts.org.

NEW AT THE 

crOcKEr 
“A Show of Force: Sculpture 
by Allan Houser, Featuring 
Recent Gifts from Loren G. 
Lipson” opens Oct. 30, 2016, 
and will run through Feb. 
26, 2017, at the Crocker Art 
Museum in Sacramento. 
This exhibit showcases the 
work of Houser (born Allan 
Capron Haozous, 1914–
1994), who is recognized 
worldwide for his figurative 
and modernist sculptures featuring Native 
American people and themes. Several pieces 
from the exhibition will be added to the 
museum’s growing collection of works by 
renowned Native American artists.
 Also at the Crocker: Exploring the faith 
and culture in South America in the 17th and 
18th centuries, “Highest Heaven: Spanish 
and Portuguese Colonial Art” will be on 
view at the Crocker from Oct. 23, 2016 to 
Jan. 22, 2017. Drawn exclusively from the 
distinguished Roberta and Richard Huber 
Collection, the exhibition highlights the role 
of art in creative expression and cultural 
exchange between European powers and 
South American lands. Organized by the San 
Antonio Museum of Art, it features more 
than 100 paintings, sculptures in wood and 
silver, ivories, and other decorative arts. 
916.808.7000; www.crockerartmuseum.org

Proud Sponsor of the 
PlacerArts Studios Tour
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Arts and Culture Industries Bolster 
Placer’s Economic Development

Studies verify what we already know: Arts 
and culture are vital components of Placer 
County’s economic development, as well as 
major contributors to its enviable quality of 
life.
 The Arts & Economic Prosperity IV 
study released in mid-December 2014 by 
Americans for the Arts reports that nonprofit 
arts and culture enterprises are an $11.14 
million industry in Placer County, one that 
supports 210 full-time equivalent jobs and 
generates $1.26 million in local and state 
government revenue.
 Proving that investing in the arts and 
culture yields economic benefits, this study 
refutes the assumption that communities 
support arts and culture at the expense 
of local economic development. In fact, 
communities that support the arts enhance 
their quality of life and economic well-
being. 
 Nonprofit arts and culture organizations 
in Placer County spend $6.56 million 
each year locally. “The impact of their 
expenditures is far reaching,” says Paul 
Griffith, Business Development Manager 
for the Placer County Office of Economic 
Development. “They pay their employees, 
purchase supplies, and acquire assets within 
the community.”
 Unlike most industries, nonprofit arts 
and culture organizations generate revenue 
directly through events, and leverage an 
additional $4.58 million in spending by 
audiences that drives revenue to local 
businesses where they stay, play, dine and 
shop. That is a significant contribution to 
Placer’s economic base.
 “PlacerArts programs--and the arts in 
general--contribute to the county’s economy 
in diverse ways,” Griffith notes. A good 
example is the 23rd annual PlacerArts 
Studios Tour, which is a three-day free 
event that allows the public to interact 

with some of the most respected artisans in 
the region. Held each November, the tour 
attracts county residents as well as visitors 
from throughout Northern California for a 
long weekend of arts appreciation. They 
spend money purchasing art from the tour 
artists and in galleries, as well as restaurants, 
hotels, gas stations, retail stores and other 
non-arts businesses.

crEATIvE INDuSTrIES
Another study, the Creative Industries 
report, offers a research-based approach 
to understanding the scope and economic 
importance of the arts in Placer County. 
Composed of arts businesses that range 
from nonprofit museums, symphonies, 
and theaters to for-profit film, architecture, 
and design companies, Creative Industries 
stimulate innovation, strengthen our 
competitiveness in the global marketplace, 
and play an important role in building and 
sustaining economic vibrancy. 
 Placer County is home to 943 arts-related 
businesses that employ 2,945 people. The 
Creative Industries account for 4 percent of 
the total number of businesses located in 
Placer, and 1.9 percent of the people they 
employ. According to Dun & Bradstreet, the 
most comprehensive source for business 
information in the United States, between 
2012 and 2014--despite a reduction in the 
overall numbers of all U.S. businesses--the 
arts share of businesses and employment 
remained stable. This shows that the 
Creative Industries sector is economically 
resilient and durable.
 “Studies such as these help us understand 
that arts organizations, cultural activities, 
creators and their patrons all contribute to 
Placer County’s prosperity,” Griffith says.
The reports just validate what those who 
live, work or visit here recognize; arts and 
culture help propel the Placer community. 

Call 530-823-1140 to schedule a complimentary consultation

BLUE CAT STUDIO
808 Lincoln Way in Auburn
Creators of Zoomaru.net

WEB & PRINT
Design & Support   

Let us help you prepare
for tomorrow’s success

BULK FUEL  
LUBRICANTS   
CARDLOCK

530-885-0401
4FLYERS.COM

Diane Wood Glass Studio
14155 Carriage Oaks Lane, Auburn, CA 95602 

www.shenwood.com

Kiln Formed Glass classes available, visit website for 
locations and private lesson's

Studio will be open for sales 10 am - 5 pm 
Nov 11-13, 19, 20, 26, 27th, Dec. 3, 4, 10, and 11th 2016
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