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ABOUT THE COVER
Award-winning artist and teacher Gayle Rappaport-Weiland 
models a scarf that reproduces in silk one of her abstract 
acrylic paintings. Scarves and tee shirts bearing her designs are 
produced on demand by VIDA, a Pakistan-based online 

marketplace. Thanks to internet and social media exposure, 
many local artists are making profitable global connections 
(see feature story on Page 8). Cover photo by Janet Nicholson. 
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This digital print by artist Vicki White mimics
the style of Jerry Uelsmann, a photomontage

pioneer. Read more on page 22. 
Courtesy photo.

April 10 through May 3, Lincoln artist Marilyn
Rose is exhibiting ‘Visions of Home.’ Read

more on page 22. Courtesy photo.
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arts advocate

Spring is the season of growth and change 
at PlacerArts as we continue expanding 
our programs and extending our reach 
throughout Placer County.  
 One of the easiest ways to help us grow 
is by making a donation on the Big Day 
of Giving, from Midnight to 11:59 p.m. 
on Tuesday May 3. This is a significant 
day for nonprofits throughout Placer and 
Sacramento counties to raise money to 
support their programs and organizations.
 On the Big Day of Giving we will join 
hundreds of communities across the country 
through a national campaign called “Give 
Local America”. In 2015, the Big Day 
of Giving raised over $5 million for 529 
nonprofits from over 23,000 donors in the 
Sacramento region. 
 Donations during the 24-hour celebration 
are matched, which increases the power of 
your contribution. Mark your calendar for 
May 3 to make a donation to PlacerArts. 
Even after May 3, your gift still makes a big 
difference. 

CHANGES AHEAD
Our very popular ArtWalks move to the first 
Friday of April, June, August and October to 
draw more people with enhanced activities 
(see our story on Page 5). We continue 
to work to increase both the number of 
artists showing their works and the variety 
of business partners hosting exhibits, 
receptions and other arts activities. If you 
have not come down for an ArtWalk, be 
sure not to miss them in 2016. The city 
comes alive on ArtWalk nights.
 Planning is underway for the annual 
Studios Tour. To reflect the entire county’s 
participation, we have a new name–Placer 
Arts Studio Tour. The three-day event 

showcasing artists throughout Placer County 
is scheduled for November 11–13. We will 
have several advance exhibits prior to 
the tour so the public can preview the art 
genres and artists represented on the tour.
 Plans are being finalized for our 28th 
annual Summer Concert Series, taking 
place on four Sunday evenings in June and 
July. These free outdoor concerts at the 
Auburn Library Garden Amphitheater are 
always full of music lovers enjoying great 
performances. Check www.PlacerArts.org 
for the latest word on dates and line up.
 We welcome you to get involved! 
Attend one of our classes or cultural arts 
presentations. Volunteer to staff a booth 
at community affairs; aid at events; assist 
with our education outreach efforts; or 
work in the office. Support PlacerArts and 
the artisans in Placer County through a 
monetary or personal contribution. Only 
with your help can we continue to grow 
and thrive. 

 — Bob Reich
  Executive Director, PlacerArts

Spring is Time for ‘Big Day;’ Growth; Change

http://PlacerArts.org
http://www.PlacerArts.org
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ArT STuDIo TrEk — ArT & CHoCoLATE
CELEBrATES 10TH ANNIvErSAry 

The Art Studio Trek, Art & 
Chocolate tour marks its 10th 
anniversary on Saturday and 
Sunday, April 23-24, from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day. 
Free and open to the public, 
the tour features 19 artists in 
Roseville, Rocklin and Granite 
Bay who welcome old friends 
and new acquaintances to visit 
their studios and celebrate this 
special occasion with a taste 
of chocolate.
 The idea for a two-day art 
trek in South Placer came up 

in 2005 when Pat Abraham and 
Chris Foster proposed having 
an annual studio tour the last 
weekend in April. The goals 
were to keep it free to the 
public; limit participation to 20 
artists or less within the three 

communities; and display top quality, professional work.
 Several artists met in January 2006 to discuss a name 
and theme for the tour. They decided to offer a chocolate 
treat at each studio and the event became the “Art and 
Chocolate” tour. The first official Trek was held in 2007. 
The brochure depicted art tools and a wooden mannequin, 
and the tour’s trademark “Tommy Trekker” was born.
 Tour attendance grows larger each year as the artists 
display their two- and three-dimensional works in a variety 
of genres, including acrylic, oil, watercolor, mixed media, 
sculpture, calligraphy, ceramics, glass, photography, print 
making, jewelry, wood and textiles. Visitors can watch 
artists demonstrate how they create their pieces, then 
purchase them on site.
 For more information: www.ArtStudioTrek.com.

Marianne DeMartini, creator 
of this ‘Seashore Vessel,’ will 
be one of 19 artists exhibit-
ing their work during the Art 
Studio Trek through Roseville, 
Rocklin and Granite Bay on 
April 23-24. Courtesy photo.
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‘Enjoying the Day’ 
is a photomontage 
by Vincent DiLeo, 
one of 19 artists 
whose workspaces 
will be open to 
visitors during the 
North Auburn 
Studios Tour. 
Courtesy photo.

Just as Placer County artists are always on 
the lookout for fresh ideas and new sources 
of inspiration, so too are the art-lovers who 
stroll the annual ArtWalks in downtown 
venues and visit home studios. Variety is the 
spice of life, and adding variety to the tours 
keeps the art-curious coming back for more.
 Kicking off the spring tours with a 
number of changes for 2016 are the Auburn 
ArtWalks, encouraging browsers to meander 
between Old Town and downtown from 6 
to 9 p.m. on the first Friday of April, June, 
August, and October. That’s the first change: 
a move to Friday nights from the Thursday 
nights of past years.
 “We’re trying to revitalize the ArtWalk 
scene in Auburn, and we thought Friday 
nights would get more people out, since 
there’s no work and no school the next 
day,” explains Terry Goodman, chairperson 
of the Auburn ArtWalk committee. “We want 
people to unwind after a busy week, go to 
local restaurants and shops, and have fun, 

and Friday seems like a better day for that.”
 Other new ideas the Auburn ArtWalk 
committee and dedicated volunteers will 
implement during the Friday night walks: 
make-it-and-take-it art activities for kids; 
artist demonstrations; local musicians 
playing in the streets; a chalk-art drawing 
event on the sidewalk in front of City Hall; 
and wine-tasting stations in restaurants or 
shops, featuring local wines. 

NEw ArT ENErGIZES
For the artist groups that sponsor home 
studio tours, adding new workspaces is a 
double-edged sword: They prefer keeping 
the geographical travel area small—making 
it easy for the viewing public to get around 
and see all the sites in a day. Yet they know 
that new artists and new art inject new 

Rites of Spring: Touring Placer’s Art Scene
Variety keeps art-curious browsers coming back every year

By Farn Dupre

Diane Tharp’s home 
studio is a stop on 
the North Auburn 
Art Studios Tour on 
Mother’s Day week-
end, May 7 and 8. 
Courtesy photo.

http://PlacerArts.org
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energy into the tours. 
 One of the newest participants on the 
North Auburn Art Studios Tour is Diane 
Tharp, a successful watercolorist who 
moved to the Auburn area one year  ago. 
Inspired by nature, she often paints 
landscapes and animals—sometimes 
realistically, and sometimes using her 
imagination to depict animals in whimsical 
settings. Being part of the North Auburn 
tour is a thrilling development for her. 
 “I love being part of studio tours because 
I really enjoy visiting with people and 
talking to them about my art. It’s a relaxed, 
social time in a very comfortable setting, 
where people can see a good deal of my 
art, not just a few things. I feel honored 
when people truly show an interest in my 
work,” says Tharp.

SupporTING LoCAL ArT
On the third Saturday evening of every 
month, Roseville’s Blue Line Gallery 
Reception often heralds a new exhibit and 
serves as the hub for an ArtWalk along 
Vernon Street. Weekly  emails, community 
calendar listings, and posts on social media 
announce the dates and draw people to the 
area.
 Yet there is a movement afoot to create 
an even more pronounced arts district on 
Vernon Street that would expand the appeal 
of these Saturday nights, says Jenna Savage, 
marketing and program coordinator at Blue 
Line. The effort has been gaining steam 
lately, with a goal to bring out more art-
lovers to browse and support the art scene 
in downtown Roseville.
 After all, that is what it’s all about. “The 
purpose of an ArtWalk is to showcase artists 
and give the public an opportunity to see 
their art,” says Auburn’s Terry Goodman. If 
seeing leads to supporting local artists, so 
much the better.  

TrEkS, LoopS & wALkS
•	 Auburn ArtWalks: Downtown and Old Town Auburn; 

April 1, June 3, Aug. 5 and Oct. 7, 6-9 p.m.; www.Plac-
erArts.org  

•	 3rd Saturday ArtWalk and Reception: BlueLine Arts, 405 
Vernon Street, Roseville; 3rd Saturday of every month, 
7-9 p.m.; www.BlueLineArts.org

•	 Art Studio Trek (aka Art and Chocolate): Roseville, 
Granite Bay, and Rocklin, April 23-24, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
www.artstudiotrek.com 

•	 Loomis Art Loop Studio Tour: May 7-8, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
www.loomisartloop.com 

•	 North Auburn Art Studios Tour: May 7-8, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
www.NorthAuburnArtists.com 

•	 Colfax ArtWalks: May 13, June 10, and the second Friday 
of each month through October, 3-8 p.m.; www.Placer-
Arts.org  

poST your CALENDAr
23rd Annual Placer Arts Studio Tour: Nov. 11-13; 

www.placerarts.org
North Tahoe Art Tour: Two weekends in late summer; 

www.northtahoearts.com
Newcastle Studios Art Tour: Oct. 8-9;

www.newcastleart.com

Blue Line Gallery in Roseville draws visitors on the third Saturday of every 
month to its ArtWalks and Receptions. April and May exhibits highlight 
America’s ClayFest IV and Purposeful Pottery; the June Reception intro-
duces The Impression and Light Play exhibits. Courtesy photo.

http://www.placerarts.org/goto_perspectives/2015janmar.pdf
http://perspectivesonarts.org/
http://www.PlacerArts.org
http://www.PlacerArts.org
http://www.BlueLineArts.org
http://www.artstudiotrek.com
http://www.loomisartloop.com
http://www.NorthAuburnArtists.com
http://www.PlacerArts.org
http://www.PlacerArts.org
http://www.PlacerArts.org
http://www.northtahoearts.com
http://www.newcastleart.com
http://www.newcastleart.com
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Several Placer County artists-
in-residence are utilizing 
unique spaces as studios; one 
at an industrial plant in Lincoln, 
others at an elderly library in 
Auburn.
 “I am inspired by the history 
of the building when I look at 
the high ceilings and interior 
columns,” explains Paula 
Amerine, an artist-in-residence 
at the Old Library Art Studios 
(OLAS) in Auburn. The structure 
was funded by philanthropist 
Andrew Carnegie and served 
as the community library until 
1958. Displaying elements of Greek Revival 
architecture, the stately edifice holds many 
memories for the souls who worked, 
studied or created art there,
 “When I first moved into the building 
I was told about a friendly female ghost 
who had been described by residents in the 
past,” Amerine says. Although she has not 
encountered any spirits at OLAS, she does 
share the 107-year-old building with three 
other artisans: ceramicist Thien Dao; fiber 
artist Merridee Smith; and painter Sandy 
Delehanty.  
 The building is not open on a regular 
schedule, notes Delehanty. Anyone 
interested in seeing the interior may call 
530.887.8216 for an appointment to tour—
and maybe discover a new favorite artist at 
work.  
  “I love my studio because the large 
original upstairs windows flood the studio 
with natural light all day long. I never use 
the overhead lights because I can see the 
colors of my paint in a perfect setting for my 
work,” Amerine says. “The upstairs is very 
spacious and sometimes, depending upon 
the size of the project, that square footage is 
a great advantage.” 
 There are down sides to working in the 

facility: It has no insulation, 
so excessively hot and cold 
days require extra fans and 
heaters. But the artists consider 
themselves stewards of the 
Almond Street building, 
gardening, cleaning, painting 
and hosting community events.
 Jean Cross, the artist-in-
residence at the 140-year-
old Gladding McBean 
clay products factory in 
Lincoln, has a similar sense 
of proprietorship. The 
first woman sculptor to be 
employed at the plant (from 

2001 to 2008), she now is the company’s 
first artist-in-residence.  
 Cross claims one of the factory’s historic 
beehive kilns as her workspace: “It’s so hot 
in the summer, and so cold in the winter–
like working in a freezer.” 
 While the conditions are not ideal, Cross 
is inspired and challenged by the history of 
the building, particularly the architectural 
adornments hand-formed by master 
sculptors brought to California from Italy 
more than a century ago.   
 “Any time I go 
walking through 
the factory, I 
honor the history; 
140 years of 
people who have 
come in and 
out.”  Best of all, 
Cross says, she 
has access to the 
company’s historic 
molds and glazes.  
 “My vision is to 
do some projects 
for the community; some public art,” she 
says. “I feel like I’ve died and gone to 
heaven.”  

Working amid History 
Placer County Artists take up residence in buildings with a past 

By Gloria Beverage 

Currently artist-in-
residence at the 
107-year-old Gladding 
McBean clay factory 
in Lincoln, Jean Cross 
worked at the plant 
for several years 
creating architectural 
sculptures and 
embellishments. 
Courtesy photo.

The Old Library 
Art Studios at 
175 Almond Street 
in Auburn shelters 
f ive workspaces 
for artists. Erected 
in 1909, the 
Greek Revival-
style structure 
was funded by 
industrialist and 
philanthropist 
Andrew Carnegie. 
Photo by Janis 
Dice.

http://PlacerArts.org
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Going Global
Artists make connections to world-wide marketing outlets

By Janis Dice

Two local artists are 
receiving international 
exposure, thanks to the 
power of going global. 
 Last year, the Pakistan-
based VIDA company 
contacted Gayle Rappaport-
Weiland asking permission to 
produce some of her abstract 
acrylic oil paintings on silk 
scarves to merchandise on 
www.ShopVIDA.com. A 
painter, instructor, and host 
of the Art Revealed Show—
posted to www.YouTube.
com and to www.facebook.
com/grappaportfinearts)-
-Rappaport-Weiland is a 
skilled businesswoman, passionate patron 
of the arts, and savvy self promoter. She 
uses digital newsletters, business networks, 
video segments, and a variety of websites to 
advertise her work and the arts in general.
 Looking to tap new talent, VIDA Artist 
Representative Virginia Vita found Rappaport-
Weiland’s profile and images on line and 

believed her professionalism, conceptual 
paintings, and support of the arts industry 
aligned with the company’s vision. Rappaport-
Weiland vetted VIDA, realizing it presented 
her with solid profit potential and a stronger 
international presence. 
 VIDA takes original works submitted by 
creators and prints them onto outerwear, using 
a direct-to-fabric printing process that allows 
for production on demand. VIDA markets the 
artist’s creations online; produces and ships 
them; collects payments and deposits the 
artist’s 10-percent net sales profit into their 
PayPal account.
 “My sales have been excellent,” Rappaport-
Weiland reports enthusiastically. “It’s been 
an overwhelming response.” VIDA now 
reproduces her work in silk, cashmere and 
modal fabric scarves and shirts. She uploads 
high-resolution images of her paintings to 
VIDA, sets item prices, and watches payments 
roll in.
 The VIDA website collaborates with 
creators in over 500 cities across Europe, Asia, 
Latin America, and North America. “Any form 

Scarves and tee 
shirts produced 
and marketed 

by the VIDA 
company carry 

the signature 
of the design 
artist, Gayle 
Rappaport-

Weiland. 
Photo by Janet 

Nicholson.

To learn more about ecommerce marketplaces:
ETSy.com: Seller of vintage and handmade goods, art and 
supplies.  

FineArtAmerica.com: Artists’ and photographers’ images sold as 
prints, cards, phone cases, shower curtains, apparel and more.

Shopify.com: Variety of sales platforms and links available for 
private and retail sellers.

ShopvIDA.com: Artists and photographers upload images for 
fashions marketed globally and receive 10-percent of net sales.

http://www.placerarts.org/goto_perspectives/2015janmar.pdf
http://perspectivesonarts.org/
http://www.ShopVIDA
http://www.YouTube.com
http://www.YouTube.com
http://www.facebook.com/grappaportfinearts
http://www.facebook.com/grappaportfinearts
http://ETSY.com
http://FineArtAmerica.com
http://Shopify.com
http://ShopVIDA.com
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of art that is or can be converted into a digital 
file is fair game,” the site states. In addition 
to introducing artists’ works to prospective 
buyers, VIDA fights exploitation of garment 
workers by providing living wages and 
education to its trained workers in Pakistan 
and India. Scarf-makers in Karachi, Pakistan, 
for example, earn literacy classes for every 15 
scarves produced.
 Just as VIDA is expanding its product 
lines and partnerships, Rappaport-Weiland is 
growing her clothing collection and increasing 
her client base via several ecommerce 
conduits. Besides VIDA, Facebook, several 
galleries and her own website, she uses 
Shopify.com and CaféPress.com to market her 
work. For an artist, connecting with potential 
collectors—and merchandisers--is critical.
 “In the business of art, social media is no 
different than the physical world; it’s all about 
relationships,” she advises. “You have to have 
a dream, but you also have to take action.”

ouT oF THE BLuE
Newcastle artist Ann Ranlett was certain it 
was a scam when she received an inquiry 
via her ScratchboardArtByAnn.com website 
from a Japanese automaker requesting use of 
an image as an optional decal for the tailgate 
of its mini hatchback. But she did her due 
diligence and discovered it was a legitimate 
offer that ultimately resulted in a lucrative deal 
with Suzuki.
  “Out of the blue this fell into my lap,” 
Ranlett recalls, laughing. “It’s exciting.”
 Hakuhodo, Inc., Japan’s oldest advertising 
firm, contacted Ranlett in April of 2015 after 
its creative designer found her artwork on 
the internet. The corporation was looking 
for animal illustrations and felt that her 
scratchboard drawing of a Boston terrier 
would appeal to its target consumer: females 
in their Twenties and Thirties.
 Ranlett was able to respond immediately to 
the corporation’s request for a high resolution 
image of the dog. She quickly investigated 

licensing agreements and deftly 
negotiated an exclusive rights 
arrangement.
 “It’s so important to be 
prepared,” Ranlett explains, 
“because I had to be able to 
follow up immediately on 
their requests.” She says you 
have to know how to evaluate 
solicitations; perform vetting 
processes; have easy access 
to original images of your 
work to use in high resolution 
format; and utilize watermarks 
to protect your work from 
unauthorized use.
 Ranlett uses several internet venues to 
advertise and merchandise her work but 
finds ecommerce has drawbacks: “It’s a 
tough balance because it takes so much time; 
especially if you are not tech savvy. I suggest 
picking just one or two online sites, because 
keeping up with the business side of art is 
hard work.”
 Gayle Rappaport-Weiland solved that 
problem by hiring an assistant to handle the 
technical aspects of uploading, posting and 
monitoring her online entrepreneurship.
 “Social media is not going away, so if you 
don’t understand it, you need to take a class 
or hire someone to help you,” she cautions.
 Going global may take extra effort, but it 
could lead to world-wide rewards. 

Ann Ranlett’s 
scratchboard drawing 
of a Boston Terrier 
is now an optional 
decal for Suzuki’s 
‘Alto’ hatchback 
automobile. Courtesy 
photos.

http://PlacerArts.org
http://ScratchboardArtByAnn.com
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Improvisation is life; 
conversing without a 
script, reacting instinctively 
to opportunities and 
obstacles with the outcome 
unknown. Practicing 
spontaneity can boost 
professional confidence, 
unlock creative blocks, and 
relieve some of the angst 
of youth by letting loose 
and laughing at oneself 
in a safe and nurturing 
environment.
 “There are exercises we 
do at the beginning of each 
class to try to get students 

out of pre-planning their actions. We give 
them the opportunity to discover that they 
can be spontaneous,” explains Paul Burke, 
co-founder and artistic director of Blacktop 
Comedy, an ensemble of performers and 
students who specialize in improvisation 
or “improv”. “We can’t teach people how 
to be spontaneous, but we can give them 
moments of spontaneity.”
 In formal classes, drop-in workshops, 
performances and audience-participation 
shows, Blacktop uses improv to help 
people of all ages be comfortable moving 
forward, even when the way isn’t clear. 
Improv exercises have participants 
developing unscripted scenes; speaking 
only in questions; assuming an identity 
from an article of clothing; or inventing 
an uncommon use for a prop. Performers 
must play along with anything the other 
characters say or do as the skit unfolds. The 
only rule in improv is to never say No to the 
reality another participant invents.
 “Your only goal is to make your scene 
partner look good,” Burke says. “It’s not 
about logic; not about constructing the 
perfect response: It’s about letting go, living 
in the moment, and finding that the path 

itself is a beautiful place to explore.”
 A Placer County native, Burke tried 
standup comedy but found it lonely. He 
took some improv classes and realized 
that was the synergistic comedic stage 
experience he craved. He traveled the 
country visiting improvisation clubs, 
including Second City in Chicago where 
many Saturday Night Live alum honed the 
barbs on their sharp wits. 
 Burke returned to Roseville, reconnecting 
with pals who regularly played improv 
games. He and Betsaida LeBron decided 
to turn their love of improvisation into a 
business. She suggested they name the 
company for the spot where people first 
meet playmates: on the school blacktop.
 “I just like making people laugh and feel 
good,” Burke says. But improv exercises do 
more than elicit chuckles: Participants learn 
to listen carefully; evaluate quickly; and 
communicate clearly as situations evolve.
 One student had a new job requiring 
cold calls on strangers; something he 
dreaded. After attending improv sessions, 
he became a better listener, understood his 
clients’ needs more clearly, and become a 
successful salesperson. Another corporate 
executive was panicked by public speaking. 
Improvising in class helped him overcome 
his stage fright.
 “People discover what they are capable 
of,” Burke says. “Our goal is to reinforce 
that you can take risks.”

HELpING CHILDrEN BLoSSoM
Self discovery is especially important as 
children grow from free-spirited youngsters 
to self-conscious teens. At the Roseville 
Theatre Arts Academy (RTAA), improvisation 
is not just a workshop for elevating a 
child’s theatrical performance, it’s creativity 
training.
 “In improv class we are playing, not 

Just Improvise!
Extemporaneous play teaches valuable life skills

By Janis Dice

During Blacktop 
Comedy’s improv 

classes and drop-in 
workshops, students 
learn to live in their 

scene-partner’s 
reality. Photo by 

Lance Lucore.

http://www.placerarts.org/goto_perspectives/2015janmar.pdf
http://perspectivesonarts.org/
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performing,” explains Colton 
Archey, RTAA’s improv instructor. 
“We are just making up characters, 
role playing, storytelling, and 
creating fantasies. There is no 
judgement.”
 Inventing as they go helps 
children unleash their imaginations 
while teaching them to be reactive, 
which is critical for performers. If 
another cast member misses an 
entrance or flubs a line, an actor 
with improv skills adjusts to the 
mishap more easily, Archey says. Outside 
the theater, improv training helps children 
overcome social anxieties that develop from 
peer pressure, fear of rejection, or the need 
to please parents.
 “I have had numerous students facing 
a variety of challenges that have been 
positively affected by our ‘PLAY THEORY’ 
method, which is based on the principles 
of improv,” reports LaRee Florence, artistic 
director of the Take Note Troupe (TNT). “I 
had one student who was bullied in high 
school. She was depressed, anxious and 
had been cutting herself. She had stopped 
attending and was being home schooled. 
She started in our program, stopped cutting, 
and became a leader--even garnering a 
leading role in our Shakespeare in the Park 
show.”
 TNT is a not-for-profit teaching and 
performing group based in South Placer 
that cultivates validation of self and others, 
on stage and off.  TNT’s family friendly 
productions, workshops and classes 
encourage positive peer interaction so 
participants can gain confidence, discover 
talents and develop leadership skills while 
being engaged in the community.
 Another TNT student felt her life had 
been one long struggle to find if she was 
“of any value.” She had no drive, purpose 
or confidence. “Everything changed when 

I learned PLAY THEORY. I felt validated, 
valued and cared for. To see PLAY THEORY 
alive and working in so many youth gave 
me hope that I could be better.”
 She went on to land a spot on her 
university’s improv team her freshman year, 
beating out 100 other theater majors and 
graduate students. 
 “The reality is we are all improvisers,” 
Florence says. “No one has a memorized 
script they’ve rehearsed for the interactions 
in their life. TNT’s method teaches principles 
that become fantastic life skills, helping 
participants respond in positive ways to all 
that life throws at them.”
 Curing social anxiety, or simply relieving 
stress through enjoyable exercises, 
improvisation is training for life. 

Caught in action, 
Blacktop Comedy 
staff, students and 
willing audience 
members take the 
stage to perform 
unscripted skits 
and play silly 
games during its 
family-friendly 
shows. Photo by 
Lance Lucore.

For LoCAL IMprovISATIoN CLASSES 
AND pErForMANCES:

Blacktop Comedy, 3101 Sunset Boulevard, Suite 6A, Rocklin; 
916.749.3100; www.blacktopcomedy.com

roseville Theatre Arts Academy, 241 Vernon Street, Roseville; 
916.772.2777; www.rosevilletheatreartsacademy.com

Take Note Troupe Theater, 4357 Pacific Street, Rocklin; 
www.takenotetroupe.org

http://PlacerArts.org
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Magical special effects, dazzling choreog-
raphy, beloved classic songs, lavish produc-
tion values—these are the promised com-
ponents in Del Oro Theatre Arts and The 
Company’s staging of the musical Wizard of 
Oz, opening April 14. The Company theatre 
troupe includes students, parents, faculty, 
and theatre professionals. But there’s more!  
 “We really wanted to assemble a diverse 
cast, so we’ve included some siblings of our 
talented high school kids,” explains Shere 

Freedman, Oz’s 
co-director, music 
director and pro-
duction mentor. 
 “Along with our 
fun cast, we have 
student directors 
and designers—
Reilly Gallagher is 
assistant director, 
Marcus Grunland 
is our choreogra-
pher, Caden Gal-
lagher, lighting 
designer. Del Oro 
alumnus Ari Judd 
is doing makeup 
and hair design.”

 Students in the dance program and 
some classes are playing supporting 
roles: The media department is record-
ing and making DVDs of the show; 
the art department worked on public-
ity posters; the tech class took on sets 
and lights. “We’re using as many of our 
school departments as possible,” Freed-
man says. 
 The show’s producer and director is 
Del Oro English teacher Jeff Johnson. 
He heads the school’s Theatre Depart-
ment, which he founded in 2004. Adult 
crew member Gina Musilli is the show’s 
costume designer. The musical features 

the Placer County Youth Orchestra directed 
by Margie Hartung.
 As the inclusive cast and crew prepares 
for Oz, the story’s valuable life lessons are 
brought to the fore: Be grateful for what 
you have; realize the grass is not greener 
on the other side; and have faith in yourself 
and your dreams. 
 “Dorothy realizes that what she has at 
home is wonderful,” Freedman says. “And 
no matter how many things are thrown at 
Dorothy and her friends, they do not give 
up! They continue on in adversity. Everyone 
wants to throw in the towel sometimes, but 
with positive thinking and faith in them-
selves, the four friends find their way to Oz 
and back home. And there’s so much more 
in the story lines.”  
 House rules for all involved include be-
ing respectful, kind and helpful, she notes. 
Guidelines for communication, in times of 
stress and otherwise, are these: Is it kind? Is 
it helpful? Is it necessary? 
 “Theater itself is an amazing way to learn 
life lessons on being a kind and caring hu-
man being. It is also tough and demanding,” 
Freedman admits. “Learning responsibility 
and following through with commitment are 
key in the process of creating a wonderful, 
inspiring production.” 

‘If Ever, Oh Ever a Wiz There Was…’ 
Del Oro Theatre Arts presents The Wizard of Oz

By Sandra Reeves 

From left, Piper 
Weston and Alec 

Ludwig, playing 
Ozians, Amy Lyn 

Williams as Dorothy, 
Buddy as Toto, and 

Grayson Mckenzie as 
Scarecrow, work with 

Costume Designer 
Gina Musilli on 

creating cast outfits 
for Del Oro High 

School’s production of 
‘The Wizard of Oz.’ 

Courtesy photo. 

THE WizaRD oF oz
Musical production at Del Oro Performing 

Arts Center, 3301 Taylor Road, Loomis

April 14-16, 21-23, 7 p.m.
April 21, tickets half-price for Military

April 17 & 24, 2 p.m.

Food and souvenirs will be on sale before 
the shows. The production is a fundraiser 

for equipment and storage. 

General Admission $14; 18 and under $10. 
Tickets: www.dramacompany.org

http://www.placerarts.org/goto_perspectives/2015janmar.pdf
http://perspectivesonarts.org/
http://www.dramacompany.org
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once used to deliver water to gold mining 
claims, upgraded ditches and reinforced 
flumes now carry the precious resource 
from high country reservoirs to Placer 
County’s farms and ranches.
 Early water companies formed in the 
1850s to capture and direct snow melt and 
spring runoff from the shoulders of the 
Sierra Nevada to the sole of the valley. The 
outfits built crude dams in natural basins 
using hand-dug trenches and massive wood 
chutes to channel water to miners. Some 
mining ventures used water cannons to 
expose lodes of gold. Prospectors in dry 
camps used water to separate gold from the 
rocks and dirt trapping it. Millions of gallons 
of water were needed each season to serve 
them all.
 The mining industry waned as 
environmental laws curtailed hydraulic 
mining and prospecting became more 
difficult and less profitable. The water 
companies recognized the potential in 
changing their focus from mining to farming 
as agriculture became Placer County’s 
principal industry.
 In the 1890s canals were rerouted to 
the fertile fields and blossoming orchards 
transforming the region into one of the 
most prolific fruit producers in the nation. 
Preserving and protecting its water for local 
use became critical to sustaining Placer’s 
economic health.

GrowING NEEDS
Today Placer County Water Agency 
(PCWA) is the primary water supply 
entity for Placer County’s 1,500 square 
mile territory, serving more than 38,500 
households directly. Its responsibilities 
include water resource planning and 
management, retail and wholesale 
supply of irrigation and drinking water to 
nearby communities, and production of 

hydroelectric energy. 
 Its multipurpose water and hydro-
generation power system was established 
with the construction of the Middle Fork 
American River Project. Completed in 1967, 
it conserves and controls the waters of 
the Middle Fork American River, Rubicon 
River and several tributary streams, with 
hydroelectric power produced at five 
powerhouses. The project also provides 
numerous public recreation facilities.
 With more than 167 miles of canals, 
flumes and siphons, PCWA operates eight 
water treatment plants; six wells; 34 water 
tanks; nine raw water reservoirs; and 
over 600 miles of treated-water pipelines. 
PCWA continues to upgrade and improve 
the water system infrastructure; enlarging 
and strengthening the waterways, and 
expanding major water treatment plants 
and storage tanks to meet the county’s 
increasing demand. 
 Harvesting gold or nourishing agriculture, 
these waterways still attend to Placer’s 
growing needs.
 For more information on the history of PCWA, 
visit www.pcwa.net.  

Waterways Bridge Gold Rush and Agriculture
By Janis Dice

watershed reflections

From right, 
90-year-old 
Grandpa Hayford, 
Foreman Bob 
Linder, Val Norton, 
Frank Godding and 
an unidentif ied 
worker are shown 
constructing a 
flume near Secret 
Town in 1892. 
Photo courtesy 
of Placer County 
Department of 
Museums.

http://PlacerArts.org
http://www.placerarts.org/goto_perspectives/2015janmar.pdf
http://www.pcwa.net.
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Prose Takes Center Stage in Placer
By Sue Clark

poetry is in the limelight lately in Placer 
County, with area youths competing in 
the Poetry Out Loud national recitation 
competition and residents of Lincoln seeking 
a Poet Laureate. Both programs underscore 
the value of poetry as art.

poETry ouT LouD
On Jan. 24, Anna Clayton, a freshman at 
Placer High School, took first place in the 
Poetry Out Loud Regional Finals held at the 
General Gomez Arts and Event Center in 
Auburn that was sponsored by PlacerArts 
and the California Arts Council,. Six other 
students entered the competition: Breen 
Haydon—who was runner up--and Kaitlyn 
Ziarkowski, also from Placer High School; 
Kahlen Conn, Kristin Pischel, and Nick 
Brown from Colfax High School; Haylie 
Ferreira from Del Oro High School.  
 For 10 years the Poetry Out Loud (POL) 
competition has played an important part in 
the education of Placer County high school 
students. Participation allows interested 
teens to learn distinguished poetry, perform 
it, and compete at local, state and national 
levels for college scholarship funding as 
well as grants for their schools. 

 The POL program helps 
students master public 
speaking skills, build self-
confidence and learn about 
their literary heritage. 
Curriculum materials are free 
for teachers participating in 
the official POL competition, 
which is run by each state’s 
arts agency. Contestants 
select poems to recite from 
a list of approved pieces and 
are evaluated on physical 

presence, voice and articulation, evidence 
of understanding, dramatic appropriateness, 
accuracy, and overall performance. 
 “I’ve been writing poetry ever since I was 
seven years old,” Anna Clayton explains, 
“but I’ve never recited any of my poems 
before a group before. I’ve always kept my 
passion for poetry to myself.”
 The two poems Anna selected to recite 
for the competition were Maya Angelou’s 
“Caged Bird,” and Tony Hoagland’s 
“Personal.” 
 “I liked ‘Personal,’ ” she says, “because it 
really spoke to me.”
 Brittany Haydon, Anna’s English teacher at 
Placer High School, encouraged her to enter 
the competition and supported Anna in the 
poems she chose to read. Julie Valin, a poet, 
Poetry Out Loud coach, and Placer Country 
Poetry Out Loud Coordinator, helped Anna 
prepare to recite before an audience. 
 “I’m looking forward to entering the 
Poetry Out Loud competition for three more 
years, whether I win, or not,” Anna says. 
“I’m really enjoying the experience.”
 Anna competed in the state finals at 
the Capitol in Sacramento in February. 
California’s winner will represent the state 
in the National POL finals on May 2-4 at the 

poets speak

Placer County’s
Poetry Out Loud

finalists are, 
from left, Breen 

Haydon, runnerup; 
Kahlen Conn;

Haylie Ferreira;
winner Anna 

Clayton; Kristen
Pischel; Kaitlyn

Ziarkowski; Nick
Brown. On

Feb. 29, Chigozie
Maduchukwu

(not shown), of
Elk Grove, took 

first place in 
the State Finals 

and became 
California’s 

representative at 
the National Finals 

in May. 

http://www.placerarts.org/goto_perspectives/2015janmar.pdf
http://perspectivesonarts.org/
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Prose Takes Center Stage in Placer
By Sue Clark

National Endowment for the Arts/Poetry 
Foundation finals at George Washington 
University in Washington D.C.
 To hear the contestants recite, or to 
learn the national winner, visit www.
poetryoutloud.org.

SEEkING A poET LAurEATE
Throughout California, cities large and small 
are launching Poet Laureate programs to 
honor poets in their areas. Poet Laureates 
represent their communities by speaking 
to groups, reading their poetry and writing 
poetry to share at Open Mic venues. 
 A group of citizens in Lincoln is 
bringing the Poet Laureate program to 
their community. Since Lincoln has had a 
successful Open Mic program for nine years, 
sponsored by the Friends of the Lincoln 
Library and presented by the Poets Club 
of Lincoln, some in the city decided it’s 
time that Lincoln initiate a Poet Laureate 
program.
 Several years ago, Sandra Bozarth, Arloa 
Walters, and Patti Berg began researching 
a Poet Laureate program for Lincoln. Their 
findings were turned over to the Poets 
Club, which was charged with establishing 
the Literary Council of Lincoln. Its purpose 
is to create a Poet Laureate program and 
raise funds to support it. Members who will 
serve as the first Board of Directors are John 
Noon, Carol Noon, Sandra Parker, Alice 
Dehner, and Matt George, who represents 
the younger generation of Lincoln poets.
 In ancient times, a crown of laurel 
leaves was often awarded to a person 
for excellence. In 1850 Queen Victoria 
named Alfred Lord Tennyson as Poet 
Laureate of England. The United States 
Library of Congress has appointed some 

of the most prestigious poets 
in the country’s history to be 
Poet Laureates, including its 
current honoree, Juan Felipe 
Herrera. Dana Gioia, California’s 
Poet Laureate this year, was 
appointed by Governor Brown. 
Lincoln’s choice may be the next 
announcement.
 Educating novices or honoring 
those who excel, Placer County 
is shining light on the art of 
poetry. 

Although contestants do not recite their original poetry 
during the Poetry Out Loud competition, Anna Clayton 
was asked to perform one of her own poems after the 
competition concluded:

The Voice That Leads Me 

The words you say shall guide me,

Then I will not be confused.

Your cover shall hide me,

From those who abuse.

I will listen to your waves,

I will follow your path. 

I know you will save, 

From the hatred it has. 

And I now know the reason,

Why you couldn’t stay.

For you are now to defend,

And lead my way.

              — Anna Clayton, 2015

Photos by Rocky Zapata.

http://PlacerArts.org
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There is a unique program in Placer 
County that matches working artists with 
students of all skill sets. 
 “There’s a large population of artists 
tucked away in the foothills, many who are 
happy and willing to share their processes 
with curious students,” explains artist and 
ArtSpace instructor Linda Green. 
 In 2011, Green approached PlacerArts 
with a proposal to create a designated 
teaching space in what is now the General 
Gomez Arts and Event Center in Auburn 
where artists could hold classes and 
workshops.  
 “Since then,” she continues, “we have 
been host to many workshops; specialty 
artists with offerings in watercolor, collage, 

scratch art; and even writers’ workshops. We 
hold weekly non-instructed figure drawing 
sessions for artists and ongoing classes for 
children, teens and adults.”  
 The ongoing classes focus primarily on 
drawing and painting.  
 “Students explore development of ideas 
through all phases of design,” Green says. 
“In this way a student learns the process; 
to draw, paint and create balanced works 
of art. The classes are a blend of structured 
exercises and student experimentation.”  
 Ria Kocak, 14, thrives as an artist under 
the direction of Linda Green. 
 “She doesn’t have structured projects,” 
Ria says. “She lets us figure out what we 
want to do (with the assignment). She 
guides us through the project.” 

ArtSpace Opens Doors to Imaginative Encounters at Auburn and Rocklin Sites 
Custom classes, themed instruction and specialty parties make this Placer Arts program more than just a pretty place

By Gloria Beverage 

Students 
participating in 
classes at the 

ArtSpace site in 
Johnson-Springview 

Park in Rocklin 
proudly show 

off their colorful 
creations. Courtesy 

photo.

http://www.placerarts.org/goto_perspectives/2015janmar.pdf
http://perspectivesonarts.org/
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 Green’s teaching style brings out the best 
in her students, adds Ria’s mother, Shanu 
Kocak of Roseville. “She gives them the 
concept, but lets them express it any way 
they want. It’s amazing how five different 
kids look at things completely differently.” 
 In the seven or eight years she has been 
taking classes from Green, Ria has tried 
pastels, acrylics, oils, clay and pen and ink. 
 ”We followed her from her last place 
in Auburn to Rocklin,” Shanu Kocak says. 
“We’ll follow her anywhere she goes.” 
 Classes focus on developing and 
encouraging all levels of talent. 
 “It is not uncommon to enter the 
ArtSpace and see some students sketching, 
others painting and still others layering 
up texture on a canvas,” Green says. “We 
have students who are very new to art and 
others who are very advanced--the common 
ground being that they all love doing art.” 

GrowING SpACE
Two years ago, PlacerArts expanded the 
ArtSpace program to Rocklin, utilizing 
classroom areas in the Parks and Recreation 
Building at Johnson-Springview Park.   
 Along with the expansion, Mara 
Raubitschek was hired to offer ongoing 
classes for children and teens, as well as 
host specialty parties.  
 Workshops, particularly ones with animal 
themes, are popular, notes Raubitschek. 
“Papier Mache creations were a big hit this 
winter with a second week of 3D two-day 
workshops added by popular demand.”
 Raubitschek, who has organized art 
parties for other organizations, is open to 
hosting customized art parties for birthdays 
and special occasions, even a bridal or baby 
shower, at the Rocklin location: “We offer 
unique get-togethers for friends, field trips 
for Girl/Boy Scouts and any other groups 
who wish to join together to create.”

 One of her favorite art parties 
was designed for a group of 
special needs children and their 
parents. 
 “We created clay animals and 
did oil pastel drawings where 
the parents let their children get 
as creative and as messy as they wanted,” 
she recalls. “It was a very intimate and 
rewarding experience for all of us--the 
children, adults and myself. So many smiles. 
Loved it!” 
 Besides the happy faces, she continues, 
art parties are “a great way to introduce our 
programs and the arts to those who may 
or may not already have access--or even 
thoughts about doing it--and then find they 
love creating.” 
 The “Casually Creative with Friends” 
party offers a stress-free, two-hour instructed 
art lesson with beverages, snacks and art 
materials provided.  
 “We have afterschool and weekend 
classes for children and teens every day of 
the week,” Green says. “But ArtSpace is not 
just for kids. We have ongoing midday and 
evening classes for adults on Wednesdays 
and Thursdays. Workshops for children 
during school holidays and specialty 
workshops with guest artists for adults at all 
skill levels are also available.” 
 Recent workshop themes included “The 
Jungle Book,” “Star Wars” and “Fantasy 
Friday.”  
 Prices vary, depending upon the length 
of the class. Materials are provided. One-
hour classes for children, ages six to eight, 
cost $80 for four sessions. The 1-1/2 hour 
long classes for youth, ages nine to 17, 
are $120 for four sessions. Teen and adult 
classes are two-hours long and cost $140 
for four sessions. Private lessons are $35 an 
hour.  
 For more information, or to sign up for classes or 
workshops, visit www.placerarts.org.  

ArtSpace Opens Doors to Imaginative Encounters at Auburn and Rocklin Sites 
Custom classes, themed instruction and specialty parties make this Placer Arts program more than just a pretty place

By Gloria Beverage 

http://PlacerArts.org
http://www.placerarts.org
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Spring brings a medley of musical 
performances to Placer County, with 
homage to the classics, a bit of Broadway 
pizzazz, a little magic, and plenty of 
concerts al fresco. If music is the universal 
language, some spirited conversations are 
about to begin.

‘MuSIC MAN’ oN STAGE
Auburn Placer Performing Arts Center’s 
newly formed State Theatre Acting 
Company presents its first musical, “The 
Music Man,” April 1-17 at the State Theater 
in Auburn. Winner of five Tony Awards 
including Best Musical, Meredith Willson’s 
comedy is a perennial family favorite 
featuring classic Broadway songs including 
“76 Trombones,” “Till There Was You,” “Pick 
a Little, Talk a Little,” and “Gary, Indiana.” 
The cast comprises more than 35 adults and 
children ranging in age from five to 86. 
 For performance times and tickets, visit 
www.livefromauburn.com. 

SuMMEr SErIES
The Summer Concert Series tradition 
started with arts patron Marilyn Gehlbach’s 
vision to bring music to the Auburn Placer 
Library Garden Amphitheater. In early 
1989, interested representatives from the 
Arts Council of Placer County, Friends of 
the Library, Auburn Symphony, Symphony 
Guild, and the Auburn Recreation 
Department gathered to explore presenting 
free concerts at the amphitheater. The 
Summer Series presented its first concert 
in 1989 and continues to provide a variety 
of musical entertainment to the community 
without charge each year. 
 Now a program of the PlacerArts 
organization, the concerts are held four 
Sundays in June and July, and are made 
possible by generous donations from local 
businesses and civic groups. For dates and 
details, visit www.PlacerArts.org.

MuSIC AT THE STATE
The State Theatre/Auburn Placer Performing 
Arts Center launches its spring performances 
with classically-trained, award-winning 
pianist Richard Glazier. He will perform 
his Homage to the Brothers Gershwin on 
Saturday, April 23, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. 
Inspired by the music of George and Ira 
Gershwin, Glazier was nine years old when 
he wrote a fan letter to Ira. Subsequently 
the two became friends. Encouraged by 
Ira’s interest, Glazier dedicated himself to 
the Gershwin repertoire and the American 
Popular Songbook, eventually becoming 
one of the genre’s leading authorities.
 On April 30, David Jacobs-Strain and 
Keith Greeninger will take the State Theatre 
stage from 7 to 10 p.m. Jacobs-Strain is a 
fierce slide guitar player who moves from 
humorous blues, through delicate ballads, 
to swampy rock and roll. Singer-songwriter 
Greeninger paints powerful melodic images 
with guitar rhythms and husky vocals. 
 Saturday, May 14, Nell Robinson and Jim 
Nunally kick off their new classic country 
band featuring Jon Arkin, Pete Grant and 
Jim Kerwin. Robinson has been described 
as a modern day Patsy Cline with one of 
the freshest voices in roots music. Her 

Season of Musical Variety Arrives

the score

Right, award-winning 
songwriter, f iddler 

and vocalist Laurie 
Lewis leads the 

Right Hands Band, 
consisting of Tom 

Rozum on mandolin, 
master f iddler Chad 

Manning, Andrew 
Conklin on bass, 

and Patrick Sauber 
on banjo. Courtesy 

photo.
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Season of Musical Variety Arrives

Rose of No Man’s Land CD, featuring Kris 
Kristofferson, John Doe and more and 
is now a PBS special. Flat-picking guitar 
champion Jim Nunally also tours with the 
David Grisman Bluegrass Experience, and 
John Reischman & the Jaybirds.
 Steep Ravine shares the bill with 
Robinson and Nunally, bringing a soulful 
sound that takes roots music in new 
directions. Fusing elements of folk-rock, 
bluegrass, and jazz, the band enthralls 
audiences with its uniquely Californian 
sound. Its second record, The Pedestrian, 
dives deeper into new musical depths.
 On May 21, Laurie Lewis & the Right 
Hands Band bring foot-tapping bluegrass 
music to the State Theatre. A songwriter, 
fiddler, and vocalist, Lewis has won 
accolades from some of the most respected 
names in the business. In June, country 
singer Lacy Dalton is the headliner. 
 For ticket information on any 
performance, call 530.885.0156 or visit 
www.LiveFromAuburn.com. 

CoLLA voCE pErForMS
Colla Voce of the Sierra will present 
Mystery, Magic and Mirth, featuring the 
group’s adult, auditioned Chamber Singers; 
the Children’s Chorus; and a guest Magician. 
On Saturday, April 30 at 7 p.m., the group 
will be at Grace Lutheran Church, 1979 
Ridge Road in Grass Valley. On May 1, Colla 
Voce performs at 3 p.m., and again at 7 
p.m., at the State Theatre, 985 Lincoln Way 
in Auburn. For tickets, call 530.270.9407 or 
visit www.collavoce.org.
 This non-profit organization creates life-
changing opportunities for experiencing the 
arts. Its programs include “Bravo!” music 
docent curriculum and volunteer training, 
which serves 1000 students in 10 schools 
in the greater Auburn area. Children are 
introduced to composers such as Verdi, 
Kabalevsky, and Bach through dynamic 

multimedia presentations that correlate with 
science, language arts and math concepts. 
Colla Voce also offers the “Crescendo” music 
therapy program, in collaboration with 
McConnell Music Therapy, for adults with 
neurological impairments. 
 To learn more about its education 
programs, visit www.collavoce.org.

LAkESIDE CoNCErTS
The Concerts at Commons Beach return 
to Tahoe City’s lakeside park on Sunday 
June 19, and continue each Sunday 
through Sept. 4. The free, family friendly 
celebration of local, regional and national 
music is presented by the Tahoe City 
Downtown Association and Tahoe City 
Public Utility District. Individual concerts are 
sponsored by local businesses and patrons. 
Performances start at 3 or 4 p.m. each week 
with different featured performers. Low-
back chairs, picnics and beverages from 
home are welcome. There is a playground 
for the kids, and local food and drink 
vendors are on site. 
 For the schedule, visit www.
concertsatcommonsbeach.com 

That’s just a taste of the sweet and savory 
sounds coming in spring. For more musical 
events, check the Calendar at www.
PlacerArts.org. 

The Colla Voce 
Chamber Singers and 
Children’s Chorus 
are presenting three 
performances of their 
‘Mystery, Magic and 
Mirth’ concert on 
May 30 and June 1. 
The non-profit group 
works to create life-
changing educational 
curriculum for children 
through the arts, 
and music therapy 
programs for adults 
with neurological 
impairments. 
Courtesy photo. 
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arts news

AMErICA’S CLAyFEST rETurNS
America’s ClayFest IV 
continues the tradition 
of celebrating clay art 
produced around the world 
with three shows: Open 
Division, Student Division 
and a special Ceramic 
Art Educators Invitational 
Exhibit. The Open Division 
show runs April 14 through 
May 21 at Blue Line Arts 
gallery, 405 Vernon Street 
in Roseville. The Student 
Division shows from April 
20 through May 28 at the Art 
League of Lincoln, 580 Sixth 

Street in Lincoln. The Educators Invitational 
exhibits through April 21 at Sierra College’s 
Ridley Gallery at 5000 Rocklin Road, 
in Rocklin. For gallery hours or more 
information, visit www.Americasclayfest.org.

pAL MEETINGS SET
The public 
is welcome 
to attend 
the monthly 
meetings of the 
Placer Artists 
League, which 
feature member 
critiques, guest 
demonstrations 
and art tours. 
On April 5 at 
7 p.m, Jim Lee 
gives a Sculpting 
Demonstration at 
ImagePathways, 

461 Main Sreet in. Newcastle. On May 3 at 
10 a.m., the group will tour artist Douglas 
Van Howd’s studio at 13333 New Airport 
Road in North Auburn. On June 7 at 7 
p.m., a Show & Tell Member Critique will 
take place at ImagePathways. For more 
information on programs or membership, 
visit www.PlacerArts.Org/programs/pal.

kNoCk oN wooD
The Auburn Old Town Gallery will feature 
artisans specializing in wood and gourd art 
in June. The gallery and gift shop are open 
Sunday through Wednesday from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m.; Thursday through Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 9 p.m. at 218 Washington Street, 
Suite A, in Auburn’s historic Old Town 
district. Admission to the gallery is free.
 For more information call 530.887.9150 or 
visit www.auburnoldtowngallery.com  

CoNGrESS CoNvENES 
The Auburn Hip Hop Congress (AHHC) has 
several events slated for spring. In April, the 
Some Kind of Earth Day Festival features 
art, music and environmental education 
presented as a free, fun, family event with 
interactive booths on varied topics. The 
musical entertainment includes a showcase 
of local youth musicians, with folk, rock, 
and family friendly hip-hop. In June, it’s 
Kid’s Art and Music Day for children 
age four to 10, with free arts and music 
opportunities and instruction.
 A program under the PlacerArts umbrella, 
the AHHC has several ongoing youth-
oriented offerings, including the Peace 
Ambassador Program for elementary school 
children that encourages and promotes 
social, coping and leadership skills. On 
Thursdays from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Auburn 
Placer Library, there are free Writing & 
Reciting—Healing Through Written and 
Spoken Word workshops for teens and 
young adults. The program provides a safe, 
comfortable platform to open dialogues on 
topics that are relevant to youths today.
 One of AHHC’s most popular programs 
is Growing Peace Camp, a week-long 
day camp for young people. It focuses on 
concepts of awareness, peace and justice 
through guest speakers and hands-on 
activities including music, art, drama and 
media projects. Campers explore issues 
affecting the world, with emphasis how 
each person can make a positive difference. 
Camp is held in August but advance 

‘Lonely Girl Room 
315’ by Constance 

McBride was an 
entry in America’s 

Clayfest III. 
Courtesy photo.

Artist Douglas Van 
Howd. Photo by 

Janis Dice

http://www.placerarts.org/goto_perspectives/2015janmar.pdf
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registration is strongly advised.
 For more information on any AHHC 
events, visit www.placerarts.org, text Natalie 
Pohley at 530.368.4455, or call PlacerArts at 
530.885.5670. 

CoMING To CroCkEr
The Crocker Art Museum at 216 O Street in 
Sacramento has another lineup of fascinating 
exhibits scheduled. Showing through May 1 
is internationally acclaimed Chinese artist Ai 
Weiwei’s Circle of Animals/Zodiac Heads 
show of 12 bronze zodiac animal heads on 
an oversized scale. Through June 19, Andy 
Warhol’s lifelong fascination with celebrity 
and the art of portraiture is examined in an 
exhibition featuring 160 paintings, fashion 
sketches, photographs and memorabilia. 
 The art of fusing glass to metal is 
examined in the Little Dreams in Glass 

and Metal: Enameling 
in America, 1920 to the 
Present exhibit, showing 
June 19 to Sept. 11. Also 
starting June 19 is In the 
Glare of the Lens: The 
Body in Photography 
from the Lois and Dr. 
Barry Ramer Collection. 
By training the camera 
on people, photographers 
challenge preconceptions, 
subvert expectations, and 
question what we find—truth 
or artifice. Selections include prints 
by celebrated photographers, such as 
Shelby Lee Adams, Luis González-Palma 
and Sebastião Salgado.
 For exhibit hours and admission 
information visit www.crockerart.org 
or call 916.808.7000.

Bronze dragon 
by Ai Weiwei. 
Photo by Tim 
Nighswander.
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wATErCoLor SHow CLoSING
The 148th showing of the 
American Watercolor Society’s 
Traveling Exhibit concludes 
April 9 at the Sacramento Fine 
Arts Center in Carmichael. The 
40 pieces include watercolors 
from internationally-acclaimed 
artists Kowalski, Fausel and 
Salminen, as well as four 
of California’s own: Frank 
Eber, Mike Bailey, Qian Gao, 
and Myrna Wacknov. The 
collection shares their visions 
of life through the magic of 
light, color, and form. For 
information, call 916.971.3713 
or visit www.sacfinearts.org. 

HEMINGwAy INSpIrES
Through April 15, Friends of Auburn Library 
(FOL) exhibit 25 candid Ernest Hemingway 
family photos in the Beecher Room of 
the Auburn Placer Library, 350 Nevada 
Street. The free exhibit is open to view 
during library hours. Taken during the last 
decade of his life, the earlier photos show 
Hemingway in a particularly happy period. 
The photos from 1954 are especially telling 
as he is recovering from two plane crashes 
in Africa.
 The FOL NOON program used the photos 
as inspiration for two talks: Sacramento 
rare book dealer and Hemingway 
collector David Meeker’s presentation of 
“A Bookseller Looks at Hemingway;” and 

Granite Bay author 
and editor Jennifer 
Basye Sander’s look 
at “Could Hemingway 
Get Published Today?” 
in an era of Harry Potter 
and 50 Shades of Grey.
 The Hemingway 
theme continues on 
Saturday April 16, from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. in 
the Beecher Room of 

the library, as Gold Country Writers group 
member Cathy MacHold hosts “Writing with 
Hemingway: A Writer’s Exercise Book.” The 
free workshop is designed to help writers 
set their creativity free, using Hemingway’s 
works as inspiration. For more information: 
www.goldcountrywriters.com.

FuNDS AvAILABLE
The California Arts Council has an 
unwavering commitment to making its 
services and programs open and accessible 
to all persons. The purpose of its Arts and 
Accessibility Technical Assistance Program 
is to enhance opportunities for participation 
in the arts by Californians with disabilities. 
This is done through grants of $500-$1000 
to artists with disabilities; $500-$1500 to arts 
organizations. Applications are encouraged 
from artists in all artistic disciplines. Funds 
are available through June 2016.
 For details, visit www.cac.ca.gov.  

DIGITAL ArT SHow
The Art League of Lincoln’s Digital Art 
Show continues through Saturday, April 9, 
displaying more than 40 original works of art 
created digitally. “There is the misconception 
that an artist just clicks a button and the 
digital image is created. Not true,” says 
Curator Rhonda Campbell. They spend as 
many—or more hours—creating a piece of 
digital art as any traditional artist would.” 
The Art League gallery, 580 Sixth Street 
in Lincoln, is open Wednesday through 
Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. For information: 
www.all4art.net or 916.209.3499.

vISIoNS oF HoME
April 10 through May 3, Lincoln artist 
Marilyn Rose is exhibiting Visions of 
Home—a solo show of 30 still life and land-
scape paintings produced over the past three 
years--in the Art League of Lincoln’s Spot-
light Gallery. Admission is free and open to 
the public. 
 An artist’s reception is set for Wednesday, 
April 15; 5-7 p.m. For information: 
www.artistmarilynrose.com.

‘Go to Town’ by 
watercolorist 
Zhou Tianya. 

Courtesy photo. 
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Ernest 
Hemingway is 
shown with his 

Italian translator, 
Fernanda Pivano, 
in October 1948. 
Courtesy photo. 
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Done Right, You Can Tell a Book by Its Cover 
By Stewart Feldman

end paper

Consulting with authors, I discovered that 
designing a book cover is an art of its own. 
Whether printing an anthology of poems, 
a collection of paintings, or chilling thriller, 
authors that produce enthralling content 
often lack the skills needed to conceive 
a dynamic cover. The publishing industry 
typically enlists graphic designers to create 
a cover that not only defines and advertises 
the book but also makes it appear valuable 
to consumers.
 I assisted first-time author Dianne 
“Running Deer” Ripley with a cover for her 
self-published memoir Return to the River. 
It describes her lifelong love of horses, her 
success in completing the Tevis Cup horse-
and-rider competition, and follows her on 
the “Great American Horse Race” of 1976 
that traversed the U.S. from upstate New 
York to Sacramento. 
 Her story needed a compelling image 
on the cover, with a font and color scheme 
that evoked the Old West. I used a black 
and white photograph of her on horseback 
climbing out of the American River canyon, 
with a view of the watercourse below. By 
colorizing it to sepia tone, I softened the 
contrast between the image and the ivory 
colored title text. The result is a cover that 
shows Ripley looking back at the rocky 
hillside while reaching the peak. It reflects 
what waits inside the book; one woman’s 
personal journey.

ESTABLISHING A STyLE
For an emerging literary talent, your first 
book cover is critical to snagging an 
audience. It should look professional, 
generate excitement, and appeal to your 
target readers.
 The combination of text, color and 
images should attract people who would 
enjoy your book. Warm colors--reds, 

oranges, yellows 
and some purples--
can arouse a sense 
of warmth and 
attract attention 
from across a 
room. Cool colors-
-blues, greens 
and violets--tend 
to evoke feelings 
of relaxation, 
calmness and 
tranquility.
 If your book 
doesn’t get placed 
face-out on a shelf, 
the spine text and 
design will be the 
only identification 
of your work. 
The spine should 
always include 
the title and the 
author’s name 
and be consistent with the cover design. 
The back of the jacket should tempt the 
reader with testimonials and critical acclaim. 
Nonfiction books usually include the 
author’s biography along with a little bit 
about the topic. Fiction books often present 
an excerpt or short synopsis of the plot. The 
author’s photo and biography may appear 
on the inside flap or at the end of the book 
on a page “about the author.”
 The adage, “You can’t tell a book by its 
cover” is not always true. In today’s world of 
visual stimuli, a book cover has a big job to 
do. Make yours work to ensure success.  

Stewart Feldman is a consultant who designs 
marketing materials, develops websites, and 
produces publications in print and electronic 
format. For more information, visit www.
stewartcanhelp.com.

Graphic Designer 
Stewart Feldman 
displays ‘Return to 
the River,’ one of the 
self-published book 
covers he helped 
design.
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