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arts advocate

Reflecting on the last year, several of our 
programs have expanded to better meet the 
needs and desires of our communities.
 The annual three day Studios Tour 
in November showcased 97 artists in 57 
locations from Dutch Flat to Roseville, 
Granite Bay and Lincoln. The Auburn 
Art Walk added entertainment in more 
locations, established partnerships with 
wineries in selected businesses, and 
presented hands-on kids’ activities. We 
increased attendance by moving the event 
to the first Fridays in April, June, August and 
October. 
 Outreach efforts and participation at 
community events and festivals expanded. 
Our arts education program grew, with 
more classes for all ages that I hope to 
expand even further in the coming year to 
include more locations and involve more 
students.
 I hope to continue expanding our 
programs throughout Placer County, 
reaching out to more parts of the county 
while increasing our services and resources 
to ensure a stable, financially responsible, 
community oriented, and transparent 
organization. 

ARTS EDUCATION
A priority as we move forward is arts 
education. Unfortunately, the arts often are 
the first things cut when school budgets are 
challenged. Arts education DOES make a 
difference in our lives, success, quality of 
life, careers and more. We need to find ways 
to increase arts education in our classrooms, 
after-school activities and communities.
 Without arts education we would not 
have musicians, actors, artists, designers, 
architects, writers or audiences. We would 
lose important life and career skills, 

knowledge and 
quality of life. 
We have already 
seen a decrease in 
all of these over 
the last couple 
of decades as 
the arts were 
eliminated or 
reduced in our 
schools. 
 The arts are 
around us every 
day, although 
many times we do 
not notice them. 
Think about what 
our world would 
be without the 
arts: Entertain-
ment from tele-
vision, movies, 
theater, dance, music and more would not 
exist. The beautiful structures around us—
the work of architects, builders, and design-
ers who received arts education—would 
not exist. There would be no artwork in our 
homes, murals in our cities, photos in our 
newspapers and magazines, or books to 
read.  
 But most important, the many benefits 
of arts education are found in academic 
success and job preparation. Developing 
creativity and creative thinking produces 
a “whole” person. Studies prove that arts 
education makes positive differences in all 
facets of our lives (see Page 14).
 I encourage you to participate in Placer-
Arts programs and to support arts education 
in our schools and communities. 

 — Bob Reich
  Executive Director, PlacerArts
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Once the artwork is finished, the real 
work begins: It’s the point when an artist 
tackles the process of promoting and selling 
their creations.    
 Some artists thrive at self-promotion, but 
“most hate the marketing aspect,” believes 
John Johnson, president of the Auburn Old 
Town Gallery. 
 Private galleries may seem like the ideal 
solution. While they cover advertising costs 
and handle sales, which allows the artist the 
freedom to remain in the studio, the down 
side is the commissions can be as high as 50 
percent, notes Johnson. 
 Gallery owners agree that artists need a 
place to sell their work, but most recognize 
artists need to meet and share ideas with 
others. Venues in Placer County offer those 
options at businesses, co-ops, non-profit 
galleries and home studios.  
 

BUSINESS ExHIBITS 
Owners of Sunset Oaks Framing and Art 
Gallery since 1982, Phil and Gail Grebe 
take pride in showcasing the works of local 
artists. Located on Highway 49, the framing 
business may not get much foot traffic, but 
it has become a destination for artists and 
art-lovers.  
 The gallery was launched nearly 20 
years ago after art customers began asking 
to display their framed pieces in the store. 
Currently, the Grebes represent six award-
winning and nationally-recognized artists, 
including Paul Harman, Steve Walters, 
Barbara Kempe and renowned glass 
blowers Janet and Rick Nicholson.   
 The Grebes have also showcased 
framed felted wool pictures, clothes and 
accessories created by Russian born Tatyana 
Huffman. They proudly point out they were 
the first gallery to feature the works of 
renowned artists like Margot Schulzke and 

the late Susan Cooley-Gillom. 
 “We try to have a show that appeals to 
everyone,” says Gail, adding that she selects 
the artists and coordinates the quarterly 
displays.  
 “When we first started,” Phil adds, “the 
going rate for galleries was 30 percent 
(commission). We have always kept to that.” 
 While they take pride in showcasing local 
artists, the couple also gains satisfaction in 
working with artists to select the right matte, 
glass and frame for their work. 
 “It’s a win-win situation,” Phil 
acknowledges.   

GAllERY ExPOSURE 
Another option for artists is a co-op, such 
as the Auburn Old Town Gallery and the 
High Hand Gallery in Loomis. Both require 
membership fees and volunteer hours. New 
members must have their art screened by 
the membership before acceptance into the 
gallery.  
 Established in 1995, Auburn Old 
Town Gallery is successful “due to the 
commitment of many artists,” says John 

Getting into the Gallery
Business exhibits, co-op galleries and home studios offer diverse ways to showcase art 

By Gloria Beverage 

Paul Harman’s 
colorful landscapes 
were on display 
at Sunset Oaks 
Framing and Art 
Gallery. Courtesy 
photo.

ABOUT THE COVER
Photographer Lucy Allyson Isbell, a resident of Alpine Meadows, shot this image of lupine framing Lake 
Tahoe at sunrise from the north shore. Captured with a digital camera, Isbell used neutral density 
f ilters to reduce the light entering the lens. ‘It’s not uncommon to see purplish spikes of wild lupine in 
the Tahoe landscape,’ Isbell says, ‘but it was a big surprise to see them so deep in color, so lush and in 
full bloom like this.’ Her work is displayed at North Tahoe Arts (NTA) newly expanded ARTisan Shop. 
See Page 12 for more about NTA.
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Bob McClurg 
fashions wood 

kitchen utensils, like 
this pepper mill, 

and displays them 
at his home Grizzly 

Gallery in Penryn. 
Read more about 

Placer County’s 
variety of art 

galleries on Page 5. 
Courtesy photo.

Agricultual art, such 
as this illustration 

of ripe chard by 
Paula Amerine, has 
a long history in the 
foothills. It all start-
ed with the vibrant 

crate labels used 
to market  local 

growers’ fruits and 
vegetables. Read 

more on Page 10. 
Courtesy photo.

http://www.placerarts.org/goto_perspectives/2015janmar.pdf
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http://PlacerArts.org
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Johnson. “Gallery members work as a team, 
dividing both labor and expenses.”  
 The gallery currently has more than 
55 local artists representing a variety of 
mediums; acrylics, oils, ceramics, glass, 
leather and wood carvings. Members 
pay $60 a month, plus a one-time non-
refundable facilities fee of $150. 
 “The consignment fee on all sales is 20 
percent, except in September when we have 
a week of reduced commissions which are 
passed on to the customer in the form of a 
discount,” Johnson notes.  
 Artists are asked to work eight hours a 
month, attend membership meetings and 
serve on a committee. New members are 
required to work two four-hour training 
shifts during the first membership month. 
 High Hand Art Gallery, which operates 
as an LLC, has similar standards and 
requirements. 
 Artists whose work is accepted into the 
gallery become part owners, explains Debra 
Hosler, spokesperson for the Loomis gallery. 
They pay an annual capital improvement 
fee of $75, plus a $60 monthly rental fee. 
New members pay a $125 initiation fee. The 
gallery keeps 20 percent of the sale price as 
commission.  
 With 27 member artists currently, there 
is a broad range of media in this gallery: 
fiber, glass, oils, sculpture, wood, and clay. 
Displays are changed every two months. 
 “The work needs to be high quality,” 
Hosler says. “It has to be professionally 
displayed and reviewed by a committee 
(before it is accepted).” New work, up to 
five items, can be submitted for review on 
the first Friday of each month.   
 Artists are required to work two shifts-
-usually six hours--a month in the gallery. 
“By working in the gallery, artists get to hear 
people’s reactions. That’s the best part of it 
for me,” Hosler says.  
 Blue Line Arts in Roseville depends on a 
staff of five to coordinate and set up 15 six-
week long shows each year. 
 “We’re a non-profit art center,” explains 
exhibit coordinator Tony Natsoulas. “We 
don’t represent artists; we’re here to show 
their work.” 
 At the beginning of each year, Natsoulas 

and Education Manager 
Katie Curler select the 
themes for the shows to be 
presented in the Vernon 
Street gallery space. “We 
want artists to have enough 
time to make something 
special,” Natsoulas explains. 
“I feel strongly about 
helping artists.” 
 Blue Line Artist members 
pay $70 per year to receive 
many benefits, including 
the opportunity to submit 
and sell artwork in the 
gift gallery; guaranteed 
acceptance in this summer’s 
juried membership show; 
higher commissions 
(usually 50 percent) on all sales; free 
submission to select exhibitions; as well as 
discounts at art-related businesses. 
 

HOmE SHOW 
Shannon and Bob McClurg exhibited their 
work in galleries and co-ops throughout 
the world, but recently opted to open a 
private gallery on their Penryn property to 
showcase their talents.   
 A woodworker most of his life, Bob 
uses a variety of lathes and woodworking 
machines to create utilitarian items, 
including bowls, platters, vases, bottle 
stoppers and boxes. He has harvested 

wood for his art in Hawaii, deserts and local 
forests.  
 His wife focuses on organic materials as 
well. “Beads have been a part of my life 
since before high school,” says Shannon. 
“This fascination has grown into my designs 
of natural stones, shells and seed beads 
from all over the world.” 
 In addition to crafting jewelry, Shannon 
paints realistic images in miniature on rusty 
artifacts, sand dollars and ornaments. She 
has a passion for nature photography and 
presents her images as matted and framed 
prints, on canvas and as note cards.    
 The well-established artists decided to 
open a private gallery for two reasons.    

 “We haven’t had good luck 
with (private) galleries,” Shannon 
says. “By the time they mark it up, 
the cost becomes prohibitive and 
nothing sells. Other galleries didn’t 
treat our work well.” 
 Since the couple love to travel, 
they recognized they couldn’t 
commit to a co-op gallery’s 
membership requirements. An ideal 
solution for these prolific artists, 
their Grizzly Gallery is open by 
appointment and during special art 
and craft shows. 
 After all, art is meant to be 
shared.  

Left, Auburn Old 
Town Gallery’s 
recent Knock on 
Wood theme 
showcased works 
like this covered 
bowl by Neal 
DeVore. The base 
is burned ash with 
silver compound 
and an oil f inish. 
The top is f igured 
maple burl, dyed 
and lacquered, 
with a blackwood 
finial. Courtesy 
photo.

Bright, airy, sleek 
and simple, Blue Line 
Arts galleries host 
15 shows each year. 
Courtesy photo. 

Auburn Old Town Gallery
218 Washington St., Auburn

530.887.9150; www.auburnoldtowngallery.com
Upcoming exhibits: July -- Picture This Artwork by 2D Artists; 

August -- Confluence of Style 2016; 
September -- Mud Wrestling, Clay and Ceramic Works

Art Center of Lincoln
580 6th St. Lincoln 

916.209.3499; www.all4art.net
August -- Annual Members Art Exhibit of 2D and 3D works; 

public reception Aug. 13, 5-6:30 p.m.

Blue Line Arts Gallery
405 Vernon St.  #100, Roseville

916.783.4117; www.bluelinearts.org 
July 15- Aug. 20 -- Membership Medley Exhibit; 

Aug. 26-Oct. 1-- Map It Out; Aug. 26-Oct. 1 -- Politically Charged 

General Gomez Arts & Events Center
808 Lincoln Way, Auburn

530.745.4230; www.generalgomez.com
Sept. 1 – Oct. 2-- North American Clay Challenge 

Grizzly Gallery
1500 Stoneywood Way, Penryn; 916.663.4440

Works of Bob and Shannon McClurg

High Hand Gallery
3750 Taylor Rd., Loomis CA

916.259.4298; www.highhandartgallery.com
Art re-hangs – July; September

Newcastle Packing Shed Artist Studios
455 Main St., No. 8, Newcastle

916.663.1516
Works of 10 studio artists

North Tahoe Arts
380 N Lake Blvd, Tahoe City

530.581.2787; www.northtahoearts.com
Members ARTisan Shop and gallery

Sierra College – Ridley Gallery
5000 Rocklin Road, Rocklin

916. 624.3333; 
www.sierracollege.edu/about-us/.../ridley-gallery

Student show and traveling exhibits

http://www.placerarts.org/goto_perspectives/2015janmar.pdf
http://perspectivesonarts.org/
http://PlacerArts.org
http://www.auburnoldtowngallery.com
http://www.all4art.net
http://www.bluelinearts.org
http://www.generalgomez.com
http://www.highhandartgallery.com
http://www.northtahoearts.com
http://www.sierracollege.edu/about-us/beyond-the-classroom/ridley-gallery/index.php
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Artists Prepare for Autumn Studios Tour
This year brings a new name, an improved guide and plenty of previews  

By Janis Dice

It may be months away, but Placer County 
artists are busy creating new works to 
exhibit, demonstrate and market during the 
23rd Annual PlacerArts Studios Tour (PAST) 
being held Friday through Sunday, Nov. 11 
through 13, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily.
 The self-led expedition directs visitors 
to group galleries and private studios 
throughout the county, showcasing the 
talents of some of the region’s finest artists 
and artisans. Face-to-face encounters with 
these creative forces give the public a 
chance to better understand their techniques 
and inspirations.
 It’s also an opportunity to save money 
by purchasing works directly from their 
creators, which helps 
stretch holiday gift-buying 
budgets.
 Originally known as the 
Autumn Art Studios Tour, 
the name was changed to 
PlacerArts Studios Tour 
this year to better reflect 
its county-wide scope. 
The 2016 tour features 77 
diverse artists in a variety 
of mediums opening their 

studios throughout Placer County. Tour 
guide booklets outlining the artists and 
locations of open studios will be available in 
the fall prior to the tour. 
 The 2016 tour is being coordinated by 
Chris Magisano, a metal smith who is new 
to the region but a seasoned arts event 
planner. Raised in rural New York before 
spending years in the dynamic Houston, 
Texas, arts scene, Magisano brings a wealth 
of experience to the job.
 She co-founded the Heights Artisan 
Market show, which now is in its third 
year in the Lone Star state. She also 
initiated a monthly art mart in Houston that 
encourages artisans to bring their fresh work 
to sell, “like Farmers Markets, because artists 
need to have regular venues for their work,” 
Magisano suggests. “When I moved, I was 
sad to leave those shows behind.”
 But she is happy to focus her energies 
on helping Placer’s painters, photographers, 
sculptors, glass workers, weavers, jewelry 
designers and wood crafters produce their 
annual studios exposition. Magisano is 
assisted by the PAST Steering Committee: 
Janet Nicholson, John Kennedy, Rick Watson 
and Sandy Delehanty.
 The Committee works with the 
Coordinator and PlacerArts’ Executive 

Director Bob Reich to plan, 
organize and oversee the 
program. They all have 
participated in the tour 
previously.
 “Janet Nicholson has been 
one of the longest term 
members of the Steering 
Committee,” Reich points 
out. “John Kennedy has been 
involved with the tour in the 
past, as an organizer and a 

participant. He also joined our Board of 
Directors in 2016, and took an active role in 
developing the PlacerArtsStudiosTour.com 
website.”
 A clay artist with an Information 
Technology background, Kennedy is excited 
to be a cog in the wheel that drives the 
PAST: “We’re putting a lot of stuff on the 
wall to see what sticks,” he says laughing, 
“not just for this year’s tour, but carrying it 
forward.”
 In addition to the Steering Committee, 
there are many volunteers who assist with 
executing tasks that fulfill the needs of the 
program, Reich says: “Without them, the 
tour would not be possible.” 
 This year, potential participants submitted 
samples of their works to a panel of jurors 
who approved their entries. The panel 
included: D. Neath, curator for the KVIE Art 
Showcase, owner of Sacramento’s Archival 
Framing, and a well-known fixture in the 
Sacramento arts community; sculptor Tony 
Natsoulas, exhibition coordinator of the 
Coker Family Gallery at Blue Line Arts in 
Roseville; Manuel Rios, painter, art instructor 
and a member of the Axis Gallery in 
Sacramento.
 “The jury process adds credibility to 
the tour,” Kennedy explains, “so we have 
consistency in the level of talent presented.”
 To help visitors plan their tour routes, 
previews of the artists’ works will be 
displayed at several advance exhibits and a 
kick-off reception. The official Tour Guide 
will be enhanced with more localized 
maps; signage to studios will be increased. 
And PlacerArtsStudiosTour.com will allow 
the public to see and read about all of the 
artists, as well as download maps to each 
site.
 They all make it easier to enjoy the PAST. 

Metal smith Chris Magisano, 
shown cutting a ring in her 
Maggie’s Meltdown studio, 
brings plenty of practical 
experience to her role as 
Coordinator of the 2016 
PlacerArts Studios Tour. 
Photo by Gina Calderone.

Last year, Philip Sargent of 
Roseville gave woodturning 
demonstrations to visitors at 
his home studio during the 
annual Art Studios Tour. 
File photo by Janis Dice.

Ceramic artist 
John Kennedy 

explains his 
process to 

visitors Robert 
and Kathleen 

Demontigny of 
Auburn during the 
2015 Studios Tour. 

File photo by 
Janis Dice.

http://www.placerarts.org/goto_perspectives/2015janmar.pdf
http://perspectivesonarts.org/
http://PlacerArts.org
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 Loomis grew up around the fruit packing 
industry and takes great pride in that 
heritage. The Discover Loomis branding 
project, organized by the Town of Loomis 
and the Loomis Chamber of Commerce, 
celebrates the fruits and vintage label art 
that made the community famous. 
 Five existing murals of crate labels, 
plus 10 new frescoes painted on Loomis 
buildings, will form a historic loop tour. 
Stretching from the High Hand Nursery and 
Café to the Blue Goose Event Center--both 
former fruit packing sheds on Taylor Road-
-the loop is expected to be complete by 
2017.
 To start, Loomis artist Brenda Dominguez 
will refresh the mural of a label she first 
painted on the outside wall of Main Drug 
store nearly 20 years ago. When new 
sidewalks are installed downtown next year, 
tiles replicating Loomis fruit labels will be 
embedded in the walkways.
 Perhaps the most far-reaching example 
of contemporary agricultural art in Placer 
County is the cookbook The Art of Real 
Food (2012), by real-food advocate Joanne 
Neft and chef Laura Kenny. Its 35 illustra-
tions, painted by Paula Amerine (www.
amerineworks.com), are the result of the 16 
months the Auburn artist wandered farmers’ 
fields to observe produce as it grew. Her oil 
pastels of corn, kale, peaches, cherries and 
more recently were exhibited at the Califor-
nia Agriculture Museum in Woodland.
 Working in tomato fields for a couple 
of summers, Amerine developed a respect 
for the hard work of farming: “Whenever I 
paint, I try to include local farmers; I really 
enjoy supporting them.”
 As part of the Auburn Arts Commission’s 
effort to promote outdoor art, Amerine 
recently painted a utility box at the corner 
of High Street and Cleveland Avenue. 
Named “Thank a Farmer,” the box is 
covered with tomatoes, mandarin oranges, 
apples, chickens and eggs.

TAkING POSTER ART TO 
A NEW lEvEl

Back in 1989, when 
Joanne Neft founded the 
Foothill Farmers’ Markets, 
she sought out artistic 
ways to promote Placer 
County’s agriculture. 
Initial posters featured 
clip-art images, but Neft 
knew there were artists 
who could do better. So 
she asked Auburn graphic 
artist Jan Kappel Klein 
(www.jankappelklein.
com) to paint bold and 
colorful pastel images of the farmers’ fruits 
and vegetables: pieces of art that took the 
posters to a new level.
 “Joanne opened that door for me, and 
once people saw my work they started 
asking me to do more,” Kappel Klein 
recalls. “I found a niche with agricultural 
art, and pretty soon I was working on 
posters for the Mountain Mandarin Festival, 
the Loomis Eggplant Festival, the Auburn 
Wine and Food Festival, and the Roseville 
Strawberry Festival.” More recently, she 
designed the Popie Wine label for Duarte 
Family Vineyards in Loomis.
 “I stopped doing a lot of the posters 
when the economy got bad around 2008, 
and there just wasn’t money to print them. 
But I’m so happy we still do agricultural art 
in Placer County, because that’s still such a 
big part of this area.”
 The lowly fruit crate label may have been 
the original window into Placer County’s 
agricultural treasures, but local artists still 
see the land and its riches as inspiration for 
their art.
 Some things never change. 

Agriculture and art have 
been linked in Placer 
County since the Gold 
Rush.
 Soon after 1849, when it 
became clear that working 
in California’s gold mines 
was difficult, dangerous, 
and not always profitable, 
some enterprising settlers 
found other ways to work 
the land. They struck it rich 
when they found that Placer 
County’s excellent climate 

and rich soil was the perfect environment 
for growing apples, cherries, pears, peaches, 
plums, and grapes. Farming was hard work, 
too, but the yield was a sure thing.
 As their fruit trees matured, growers 
sought ways to sell their produce to markets 
beyond the West. To manage the complex 
jobs of packing and distributing produce 
for faraway consumers, farmers built 
cooperative fruit sheds around the county 
where freshly harvested goods could be 
hand packed for shipment and tagged with 
their brand names.
 Enter the fruit crate label, an enticing 
piece of art pasted on the end of a wood 
box packed with produce.
 Packing sheds turned to San Francisco’s 
burgeoning lithography industry to print 
labels that identified the fruit within the box 
while advertising the name of the grower 
or farming collective. “The more vivid the 

image, the stronger the impact,” wrote 
Nevada City label collector, historian and 
author Pat Jacobsen in his book Millennium 
Guide to Fruit Crate Labels (2000).
 Jacobsen’s book states that crate labels 
are probably the most widely circulated art 
form in human history, though not much is 
known about the artists who created them. 
Many were day laborers who worked in the 
lithography houses with little recognition. 
They churned out brightly colored labels 
depicting tranquil orchards, picturesque 
rivers, snow-tipped mountains and luscious 
fruits, often using animals, history, science, 
or transportation in their illustrations
 Fruit crate labels were critical in 
marketing fruit from Placer County, but 
they weren’t meant to be saved. In the 
1950s, when pre-printed cardboard boxes 
replaced wood crates, the need for labels 
disappeared. Unused stickers were forgotten 
until collectors discovered their appeal.
 Enthusiasts may pay $500 or more for 
a rare label, although others sell for much 
less. Jacobsen, who has been buying crate 
art for 40 years, claims he has the largest 
collection in the United States at 75,000 
labels. 

AGRICUlTURAl PRIDE
Though paste-on crate labels are passé, 
their influence lingers. Local artists Brenda 
Dominguez, Nancy Holtz, Paula Amerine, 
and Jan Kapple Klein still conjure up images 
of Placer’s bountiful produce and fertile land 
in their agricultural artwork.

Today’s Agricultural Art Takes Root in Placer County History
By Farn Dupre

FINDING vINTAGE CRATE lABElS
Ikeda’s California Country market, 13500 Lincoln Wy., Auburn; www.ikedas.com
Newcastle Produce, 9230 Cypress St., Newcastle; newcastleproduce.com/
High-Hand Nursery & Café, 3750 Taylor Rd., Loomis; www.highhand.com
Blue Goose Produce, 3550 Taylor Rd., Loomis, www.bluegooseproduce.com
Collector Pat Jacobsen, www.fruitcratelabels.com 
Collector Dwayne Rogers, www.thelabelman.com

Auburn artist Paula 
Amerine took this 
Facebook post of 
her daughter sitting 
outside a café in 
Nicaragua, topped it 
with multiple layers 
of photos, then had 
it printed on canvas. 
She used oil paints 
to add fruits and 
vegetables to the 
montage, a style 
inspired by Italian 
images from the 
1700s . 
Photo by Farn Dupre.

Holding one of 
the posters she 
created for the 

Loomis Eggplant 
Festival, Jan Kapple 

Klein carved a 
niche by producing 

numerous  event 
posters with 
agricultural 

themes. That 
exposure brought 

opportunities 
that broadened 

her artistic reach, 
eventually leading 

to designing a 
logo for Rosie 

O’Donnell’s satellite 
radio show. Photo 

by Farn Dupre.
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The economy, down. Funding, down. 
Volunteerism, down. Programs, down. 
What’s an arts center to do? Review. 
Readjust. Revitalize.
 Of course, and that’s exactly what North 
Tahoe Arts (NTA) is doing, says Executive 
Director Kellie Cutler. First, the center 
answered a call last year from Sierra Nevada 
College whose students were doing case 
studies of nonprofits. NTA submitted a 
profile and was selected for the study. 
 “The process was amazing,” Cutler 
reports. “Over 20 students really dug 
into the issues and made presentations 
to us. Finally, they settled on three main 
recommendations for North Tahoe Arts: 
expand our Web site, calendar, and online 
gallery; partner with Boys and Girls Club 
in our kids’ art classes; develop a social 
media marketing strategy to reach a younger 
audience.”  

 To carry out the recommendations, Cutler 
applied for and received a $5,000 grant from 
the Tahoe Truckee Community Foundation. 
The funding arrived last November. “It’s 
critical to what we’re doing this year,” Cutler 
says. 
 Next, NTA’s board, along with help 
from the Foundation, looked at each of its 
programs to see if it was tied to its mission, 
still relevant, had the capacity to grow, and 
if resources could be found for it. Putting 
the answers into practice reinvigorated 
program plans.  
 NTA’s Plein Air Open, for instance, met 
the criteria. Held in June, the open was 
funded by the North Lake Tahoe Resort 
Association and presented in partnership 
with Tahoe City Downtown Association’s 
(TCDA) Summer Solstice Festival and Tahoe 
City’s annual Wine Walk.  
 “We’re always looking for ways to partner 
with TCDA,” Cutler says. “The director is 
doing a super job. Nonprofits have a harder 
time finding funding, so we’re looking for 
new, even unlikely, partnerships.” 
 In July, NTA is partnering for the first 
time with the Kings Beach Boys and 
Girls Club to present its Kids Art Camps. 
“Partnering with the club is a win-win,” 
Cutler says. “They have a huge audience, a 

nice space, even a kiln; we have the class 
model. The camp is a great experience in 
visual arts for kids 5 to 12. It’s something 
that’s really needed, and helps us reach 
many more children.” 
  In another positive change, NTA’s 
onsite ARTisan Shop was recently 
refurbished and expanded by 500 
square feet. Walls were moved, adding 
more space for more artists’ work and 
improving traffic flow.  
  “The ARTisan Shop is NTA’s primary 
gateway to the community, offering 
residents and visitors a variety of high 
quality, handmade local art,” says Pam 

Precision Revision 
North Tahoe Arts re-imagines its artisan shop, programs, annual tour 

By Sandra Reeves

North Tahoe Arts 
f irst Fall Fundraiser 
will be a picnic lun-
cheon at this private 
lakeside home in 
Carnelian Bay on 
Saturday, Sept. 24. 
For tickets or more 
information, call 
530.581.2787 or visit 
www.northtahoearts.
com. Courtesy photo.

Sutton, artist and NTA board president. “At 
the same time the shop provides local and 
regional artists with an outlet to sell their 
work, using a co-op business model to keep 
costs low.
 “An ongoing challenge, though, has been 
to provide artists with enough display space 
to effectively showcase their work while 
maintaining a light, airy feel in the shop. By 
almost doubling our space in May we were 
able to increase artistic diversity by adding 
new artists while giving our current artists 
room to spread out.” 
 During the summer months, artists will 
be demonstrating their crafts on the shop’s 
front patio, particularly during Tahoe 
City’s monthly Sidewalk Saturday events. 
“These changes will give our guests a more 
enjoyable experience while opening up 
greater opportunities for our artists,” Sutton 
says. 
 North Tahoe Arts has produced 22 
successful ARTour events, but this year 
the board made the difficult decision to 
postpone the annual tour until fall 2017. 
“The board of directors felt it was time to 
step back and see how we could make it a 
better event, both for guests and for artists,” 
Sutton explains. “Last year we moved it 
from July to September, primarily to avoid 
the logjam traffic around the lake in mid-
summer but also because fall is also a 
popular season. The move worked out well, 
and we’ll keep the event in September in 
2017.”
 One of NTA’s overall goals is to 
continue building community partnerships 
and awareness of all that NTA offers. ”I 
think this increased outreach will help us 
create anticipation and greater support for 
ARTour’s return.” 
 Meanwhile, the board will be working to 
insure the overall financial health of NTA, 
with a strong emphasis on funding. The 
first effort will be Monet’s Table, a gourmet 

picnic luncheon fundraiser at the lakeside 
home of Ron and Jane Jenny in Carnelian 
Bay, with wine, local art and artistic 
experiences for sale and auction. Set for 
Saturday, Sept. 24 at noon, tickets are $50 
per person. 
 “I believe it is critical for us to develop 
a more sustainable financial model for the 
organization,” Sutton says, “which means 
that the board must focus less on program 
implementation and more on strategic 
planning and fundraising.”
 Establishing an elegant afternoon soiree 
in autumn is a great way to start. 

ART IN NATURE
Trails and Vistas is collaborating with the Truckee Donner Land 
Trust on the new art-in-nature program “Cultural Land Tours.” 
This program will create an experience to inspire creative spirit 
and a connection with the land, and showcase visual, perfor-
mance or literary arts in the Sierra Nevada landscape.
 Each outing has artists creating onsite paintings. Artwork will 
be sold via online auction at a 50-50 percent split between the 
artist and the Truckee Donner Land Trust to raise funds for Land 
Trust preservation projects. All artist donations are tax deduct-
ible. 
 Outing dates are July 15 at Webber Lake/Lacy Meadows, 
and Aug. 12 at Independence Lake. Hiking groups are limited to 
23 people per hiking tour date. 
 For more information or to participate email Nancy Lopez at 
nancy@trailsandvistas.org.

Now 500 square feet larger, the ARTisan 
Shop can accommodate more exhibits 

of works by new artists and longtime 
members. Courtesy photo.

This display of glass art by Pam Sutton shines 
in the renovated ARTisan shop. 

Courtesy photo.
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Arts Education Makes a Difference In Our Lives; Communities 
By Bob Reich, Executive Director

Arts education goes beyond an 
introduction to the arts in all its different 
forms: It stimulates our creative expression, 
creativity and imagination; it improves the 
quality of life in our communities. Arts 
education, whether in the schools—where it 
has been drastically cut in recent decades—
at home, or in other aspects of our lives, 
makes a difference. 
 Integrating the arts into school 
curriculums increases student engagement, 
attendance, and motivation to learn. 
Research proves that students prosper 
with the arts as part of their education: 
Test scores increase, compared to schools 
without the arts. Students learn critical skills 
in discipline and self-esteem that will benefit 
them throughout their lives. 
 Many studies across the country show 
that integrating the arts with instruction in 
other academic subjects—such as math, 
history and English—helps meet state and 

federal learning objectives far better than 
without arts integration. Direct exposure to 
music, drama, art, literature and other artistic 
disciplines produce positive benefits in 
academic success and throughout our lives.  
Longitudinal studies indicate that arts 
education increases literacy, advances math 
achievement, engages students in school, 
and motivates them to learn. Beyond 
the classroom, the arts prepare students 
for taking their place in the workforce 
by equipping them with creative skills, 
problem-solving abilities, and the capacity 
to collaborate and communicate effectively; 
aptitudes that employers value highly.
 What’s more, the arts prepare students 
for life itself by cultivating perseverance, 
facilitating cross-cultural understanding, and 
building community engagement.
Most important, the arts resonate with 
children, providing traction with students 
who might not otherwise engage; tapping 
the uniqueness and dignity of each child, 
and helping them develop the sense of self-
worth essential for other learning to take 
root.  
 From Arts Education Partnership (www.aep-
arts.org), a national hub for information about 
arts education, includes ArtsEdSearch (www.
artsedsearch.org), a clearinghouse for arts 
education studies. 

10 ImPORTANT THINGS TO kNOW 
ABOUT ARTS EDUCATION IN CAlIFORNIA  

California is falling behind. For the past 30 years arts education in 
California’s schools has been disappearing at an alarming rate. Only 11 
percent of the public schools are meeting state goals for arts instruction. 
The state’s recent fiscal crisis has resulted in still more dramatic cuts to 
visual and performing arts education programs.  
 Extensive research demonstrates that arts education engages 
students in learning, contributes to higher test scores and reduces 
truancy and dropout rates.  
 A Harris Poll shows that a resounding 93 percent of Americans 
consider the arts to be vital to providing a well-rounded 
education for children and a critical link to learning and success.  
 Arts education helps prepare our students for the 
expectations of the 21st century workforce, which includes 
the ability to innovate, communicate and collaborate. One in six jobs 
in Southern California is now in the creative industries, including 
entertainment and communication arts, digital design, product and 
industrial design.  
 The arts are uniquely positioned to engage students who might 
otherwise drop out of school. Quality arts education is an essential 
component of a complete educational experience for every student.  
 Arts education is an essential component of a strong academic foundation, giving 
students the flexibility for whatever path they choose—whether it is the work force, or a 
community or four-year college.  
 As schools are feeling increasing pressure from standardized tests and federal mandates to 
spend more time on reading and math, school curricula is narrowing in focus, leading to a 22 
percent reduction in the amount of time spent on arts and music instruction.  
 Due to the efforts of parents who value arts programs, privately funded high quality 
programs have been maintained in wealthier school districts. But a child’s access to 
arts education should not be predicated on where they happen to live.  
 Your commitment to supporting arts education in our schools will make a 
difference. We ask your support in helping to ensure that arts education becomes part of a 
more balanced and creative curriculum that every child receives as part of a quality education.
(Provided by the California Alliance for Arts Education: www.artsed411.org.)

For more information and resources about the need and benefits of arts education, visit the websites 
of the following organizations. 
Arts Education Partnership - www.aep-arts.org
California Arts Council  -  www.cac.ca.gov
California Alliance for Arts Education - www.artsed411.org
Americans for the Arts - www.americansforthearts.org/by-topic/arts-education

PlACERARTS PROGRAmS
As part of its arts education advocacy, PlacerArts sponsors the 
following programs: 
ARTspace for Teaching and Learning offers a variety of 
ongoing classes, specialty workshops, seminars, and other activities 
for adults, youth and children at all levels. ARTspace also supports 
artists-in-residences, artist-in-schools collaborations, and presents 
hands-on art activities at community events and festivals.  
Placer Artist League is a group of artists who meet regularly 
for artist presentations, demonstrations and education, engaging in 
collaborative efforts, exhibition of members’ work and supportive 
interaction.  
Poetry Out Loud, co-sponsored by the California Arts 
Council, leads high school students in learning and understanding 
renowned older and modern poetry, through a series of recitation 
competitions. The contests begin at the high school level, advance 
to the County, State, and—for the State winner—to the annual 
National competition in Washington DC. The Placer County 
competition is scheduled in late-January/early February every year.

PlacerArts 
offers ongoing 
arts education 

opportunities for 
people of all ages 

through its classes, 
seminars, cultural 

events and hands-
on activities. File 

photos.
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Thirty years ago, a group of mothers active 
with the Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom decided to organize a 
week-long day camp for children.    
 “They wanted their children to learn 
more about peace and the related issues 
that they did not learn in school,” explains 
Millee Livingston, a longtime member of 
the Auburn League. “This program evolved 
into a community action supported by many 
Auburn area organizations, including the 
national and local Women’s International, 

churches and individuals.” 
 Five years ago, the Auburn League 
asked the Auburn Hip Hop Congress to 
become the lead organization for the annual 
camps. Under the direction of Community 
and Youth Organizer Nancy Pohley, with 
assistance from Rocky Zapata, the original 
purpose of the one-week summer day camp 
for children ages 5 to 14 remains the same: 
teach peace by raising awareness about 
caring for the environment and others.  
 Theme of this summer’s camp, scheduled 
July 25-29 at Alta Vista Community Charter 
School, is Celebrating Diversity, Pohley says.  
 “Through unique and fun hands-on 
activities, including yoga, music, art, drama, 
guest speakers, media projects and more,” 
Pohley continues, “we explore issues that 
affect our world, with an emphasis on 
solutions and what we can do to make a 
positive difference.” 
 It’s important to Pohley to keep the ratio 
of campers and staff at 14 to 1. While they 
had 65 campers in attendance last year, she 
expects enrollment to be as high as 100 this 
summer.  
 “We don’t turn away a child who can’t 
pay,” she says. 
 Staff members include Auburn artist Stan 
Padilla, who has been volunteering at the 
peace camps for 10 years. He describes 

himself as a peaceful man, taking pride in 
serving as a positive male role model for the 
campers. While overseeing art projects, he 
notes, he’s also teaching social skills.  
 “I don’t care whether they’re making 
great art,” he says. “I care that they become 
good people and good citizens.”   
 Another volunteer, Gloria Coutts, joined 
the team last summer – bringing along 
her granddaughter, Naomi Coutts. “It’s 
amazingly well organized. There are tons 
of activities. It’s like going to a festival 
every day,” says Gloria. “I think the kids 
learned something about the importance of 
peace and how to develop it--starting with 
relationships with people you meet--and 
caring for the Earth.” 
 More importantly, Coutts acknowledges, 
her granddaughter learned about peace and 
caring for others.  
 “It was really fun,” Naomi says. “I got 
to spend time with my grandmother, 
Miss Natalie and Rocky and a lot of other 
people.” 
 Also high on Naomi’s list of memories 
from last year’s camp: tie-dying a shirt, 
dancing, singing and doing arts and crafts 
projects. 
 Coutts said she and her granddaughter 
already are registered for this year’s session. 
 “The original vision of the camp has been 

fulfilled in many ways,” Millee Livingston 
claims proudly. Not only do children 
continue to attend year after year, but older 
children return to help in many ways, 
including volunteering as “Big Buddies” as 
they get older, she says.  
 The lessons learned each summer have 
even expanded into the school year with the 
formation of the Peace Ambassadors. “Prior 
attendees wished to address the issue of 
bullying,” she explains. “The Ambassadors 
arrange presentations with Auburn schools 
to talk to the students about how they can 
address this issue.” 
 Pohley is equally proud of her work with 
the Growing Peace Camps and the Hip Hop 
Congress. 
 “My mom had me volunteering at a 
very young age,” she recalls. “I think it is 
important for the next generation to care 
about the world. It helps them not only to 
grow up to be compassionate individuals, 
but also to learn so many skills.” 

Cultivating peaceful resolutions through the arts 
Children learn how to make a difference at Peace Camp 

By Gloria Beverage 
 

Photo far left, 
Two attendees of 
the 2015 Growing 
Peace Camp 
flash a symbolic 
greeting under 
a flag of bright 
ideas for creating 
harmony in their 
communities. 
Photo by Rocky 
Zapata.

GROWING PEACE CAmP 
When: 9 a.m. - 1 p.m., July 25-29 
Where: Alta vista Community Charter 

School, Auburn 
Open to youth ages 5-14; 
 Teen volunteers welcome 
Registration deadline: July 15 
To register: 530.368.4455 

SPREADING PEACE All YEAR 
Auburn Hip Hop Congress, the host of the Growing Peace 
Camp, is a community program of PlacerArts and a local chapter 
of the national non-profit organization. 
 Under the direction of Natalie Pohley and Rocky Zapata, 
the program utilizes music, art and hip hop culture to bring the 
community--regardless of age or background--together in posi-
tive and meaningful ways throughout the year. 
 Writing and Reciting: Healing through Written and Spoken Word 
is offered by the Congress each school year. Designed for teens 
and young adults, classes are held from 4 to 6 p.m. on Thursdays 
at the Auburn Library, 350 Nevada Sreet, starting in the fall.  
 The organization also participates in community service 
projects, and hosts family events like the Dia de Los Muertas 
remembrance and Some Kind of Earth Day festival. For more 
Information: www.placerarts.org

‘Peace is 

learning to live 

with each other 

in a kind and loving way.’

— Naomi Coutts, 61/2 
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When summer starts to sizzle, music 
lovers can head outdoors for some cool 
relaxation and great music in a variety 
of settings and styles. Waterfront sites 
at Lake Tahoe, a new venue in Rocklin, 
and amphitheaters in Auburn play host 
to classical music, country tunes and rock 
and roll revues. Here is just a taste of the 
sweet sounds Placer County has to offer. 
To sample more musical events, check the 
listings at www.placerarts.org/music/music.

TAHOE mUSIC FESTIvAl
The Lake Tahoe Music Festival is dedicated 
to growing the musicians of tomorrow, with 
its 20-piece Academy Orchestra presenting 
five outdoor concerts in August at intimate 
settings on the west shore of Lake Tahoe, 
Tahoe City and Truckee. Bring a picnic, 
chair and wine to enjoy evenings of classical 
music. The series helps support the Truckee 
Tahoe Youth Mentoring Program, where 
students receive music instruction
after school at no cost. Tickets are available 
at the Tahoe City Visitors Center, Incline 
Village Visitors Center, or by calling 
775.832.1606. www.tahoemusic.org.

PlACERARTS’ SERIES
On Sunday, July 10, PlacerArts continues 
its Summer Series with a performance by 
the Banner Mountain Boys and Barwick 
& Siegfried. Based in Nevada County, the 
Banner Mountain Boys feature traditional 
and contemporary bluegrass music with 
smooth vocals and scorching instrumentals. 
The group plays the music of Bill Monroe 
and the Stanley Brothers, along with 
contemporary artists, plus humorous and 
original material. 
 From the stage of the Strawberry Music 
Festival in California to pubs and concert 
halls throughout Ireland, the acoustic duo 
of Kathy Barwick and Pete Siegfried blends 
bluegrass, old-time country, traditional Irish 
and folk music into an Americana fusion.
 The Summer Series concludes on 
Sunday, July 24, with Carlos McCoy’s High 
Octane Latin Jazz Band. Multicultural and 
multigenerational, the band comprises some 
of the best young and seasoned musicians 
in Sacramento and the San Joaquin Valley, 
specializing in the music of Tito Puente, 
Poncho Sanchez, Eddie Palmieri, Perez 
Prado and Afro-Cuban artists like the 
Fanio All-Stars. Combining the power and 
excitement of dance rhythms with the 
complexity of jazz music creates a show that 
is sure to get audiences on their feet.
 Both concerts start at 7 p.m. at the 
Auburn Library Garden Amphitheatre, 350 
Nevada Street. Chairs, blankets and picnics 
are welcome. Admission is free; donations 
are gratefully accepted. www.placerarts.org/
programs/summer-series/. 

QUARRY PARk CONCERTS
The City of Rocklin Recreation, Arts, and 
Event Tourism Department is bringing 
diverse entertainment to its new 1000 
person amphitheater at Quarry Park, 
4060 Rocklin Road. On Saturday, July 

Outdoor Venues Host Classical Concerts; Country Music; Rocking Revues

23, “Country Fest” featuring JT Hodges 
& Special Guests take the stage. On Aug. 
13, the Sons of Champlin headline a concert 
featuring Mingo Fishtrap. On Sept. 17, it’s 
“An Evening with Molly Ringwald” with The 
Peter Petty Revue opening the show. For 
tickets: www.Eventbrite.com; 916.625.5200.

COmmONS BEACH CONCERTS
This free concert series happens every 
Sunday afternoon through Sept. 4 at the 
Commons Beach lakeside park in Tahoe 
City. Music begins at either 3 or 4 p.m. 
Family friendly—with a playground for the 
little rockers-- picnics and beverages from 
home are welcome. Local food and drink 
vendors sell beer, wine, soft drinks, ice-
cream, sushi, barbecue, salads and more. 
www.concertsatcommonsbeach.com.

SYmPHONY IN THE PARk
The Auburn Symphony presents its free 
“Strike Up the Band” concert Saturday, 
Sept. 10 from 7-8:30 p.m. at the Auburn 
School Park Preserve, 55 College Way in 
Auburn. Under the direction of Conductor 
Peter Jaffe--with a cameo guest-conducting 
appearance by Dr. Bill Kirby, Mayor of 

Auburn--the outdoor program delivers 
a spirited patriotic tribute, featuring 
Sousa marches, an Armed Forces Salute, 
“California Here I Come,” Hymn to the 
Fallen, The Cowboys, and more. 
 At 6 p.m., prior to the Symphony’s 
concert, the Placer County Youth Orchestra 
will perform.
 Gates open at 5 p.m. Bring a picnic, 
chairs or a blanket and settle in with 
family and friends for another wonderful 
evening of music in the park. New this 
year is an Arlington Brothers Gourmet 
Hot Dogs vendor.  530.823.6683; www.
auburnsymphony.com.

mUSIC ON THE BEACH
The 10th Annual Music on the Beach 
outdoor concert series continues at the 
Kings Beach State Recreation Area every 
Friday evening through Sept. 2--excluding 
July 1 and Aug. 12—starting at 6 or 6:30 
p.m. The free live music performances 
feature a variety of genres on the beautiful 
North Shore of Lake Tahoe. Food, beer and 
beverages are available to purchase. No 
outside alcohol or pets. For the line up, visit 
www.northtahoebusiness.org/music-on-the-
beach/  

the score

Carlos McCoy’s 
High Octane 

Latin Jazz Band. 
Courtesy photo.

Lake Tahoe 
Music Festival’s 
20-piece 
orchestra. 
Courtesy photo
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arts news

PAl SHUTTlES TO CROCkER
The public is welcome to join members of 
the Placer Artists League (PAL) on Tuesday, 
Aug. 2, as they explore the Crocker Art 
Museum at 216 O Street in Old Sacramento. 
The tour cost is $8 per person; please 
bring cash. For more information, or to 
join a car pool, contact Amy Newson at 
AmysArtfulDesigns@yahoo.com.
 Exhibits include “Glass for the New 
Millennium: Masterworks from the Kaplan-
Ostergaard Collection”, which showcases 
80 objects, and more than 70 of the most 
dynamic artists in the field today, such as 
Richard Marquis, Dale Chihuly and the late 
Marvin Lipofsky.
 Also on display is “The Luster of Ages: 
Ancient Glass from the Marcy Friedman 
Collection”, that runs through Oct. 16. This 
exhibition explores ancient glass vessels that 
reflect the forms and influences of Greek, 
Roman and Phoenician cultures in the Holy 
Land.  
 A program of PlacerArts, PAL holds 
monthly meetings that feature member 
critiques, guest demonstrations and art tours. 
Visitors are welcome to attend at no charge. 
The next meeting topics are: Sept. 6, 7 p.m.-
-Margot Schultzke Composition Workshop; 
Oct. 4, 10 a.m. -- Jay Stargaard Welding 
Demonstration. For more information visit 
www.PlacerArts.org/programs/pal.

TAHOE COllECTIvE DANCES
The Lake Tahoe Dance Collective presents 
its fourth annual Lake Tahoe Dance Festival 
at Tahoe City’s Gatekeeper’s Museum 
July 27-29. Set outdoors with lake and 
mountain views, the festival celebrates 
contemporary pieces and great works 
from the past. Performances include two 
dances by mid-century choreographer Erick 
Hawkins, an excerpt from Swan Lake, and 
contemporary works by Christian Burns and 
Constantine Baecher. The Festival includes 
a Gala Opening Night on Wednesday, 
July 27. For more information: www.
laketahoedancecollective.org

FROm SIERRA TO THE SEA
The Auburn Arts Commission is sponsoring 
From Sierra to the Sea, a juried art show 
that will hang in the Auburn City Hall 
Gallery from Aug. 1 to Sept. 30. An Artists 
Reception is set for Friday, Aug. 5, from 
6 to 9 p.m. All art must be submitted on 
Saturday, July 30, between 10 a.m. and 1 
p.m. at the Rose Room in Auburn City Hall, 
1225 Lincoln Way. Original works of art 
in all forms will be considered, including 
writing, video, music, dance and visual 
art. Cash prizes will be awarded; no sale 
commission is charged. For entry fees or 
other information call 530.820.3644 or visit 
www.AuburnArtsCommission.com.

ART WAlk THIS WAY 
Presented by 
PlacerARTS, the 
Auburn Art Walk 
series continues 
on Friday, Aug. 5, 
from 6 to 9 p.m., 
with more venues, 
live music, and 
interactive activities 
for visitors to enjoy 
as they examine 
the works of local 
artists displayed in 
businesses from Old 
Town to Downtown Auburn. Free to attend, 
the final Art Walk of the season will be 
Friday, Oct. 7.

SUmmER ClASSES AND CAmPS
There is no shortage of art classes and 
camps this summer, for people of all ages. 
PlacerArts ArtSpace hosts a variety of 
themed workshops—from Star Wars to Sew 
Cool--in its Auburn and Rocklin creative 
studios; the Roseville Theatre Arts Academy 
offers performance training for youths; and 
Blue Line Arts in Roseville presents a variety 
of art-related activities, such as its Imagine 
It, Build It Camp July 25-29, where young 

engineers, architects, and artists will learn 
about famous structures throughout time, 
what it took to build them, and the skills 
to bring a creation to life. To see all the 
scheduled classes, or to customize an art 
experience, visit the online calendar at 
www.placerarts.org.

STATE THEATRE SHOWS
The Auburn Placer Performing Arts Center 
at the State Theatre has a diverse summer 
line up of musicians and performers, 
ranging from Antsy McClain And The Trailer 
Park Troubadours to a performance by Dirty 
Cello, led by vivacious cross-over cellist 
Rebecca Roudman. For the full schedule, 
visit www.livefromauburn.com 

ClAY CHAllENGE ExHIBIT
The General Gomez Gallery and the 
ClayArts Studio are sponsoring the 
inaugural North American Clay Challenge 
that opens Sept. 1 and continues through 
Oct. 2 at the General Gomez Arts and 
Events Center, 808 Lincoln Way in Auburn. 
The juried show celebrates visionary artists 
from around the world in competition 
categories of Figurative Sculpture, Sculpture, 
Functional and Tile. Held in conjunction 
with a Throw-a-Thon, workshops, and 
a street fair, the exposition features a grand 
finale Beer & Brats Fete, complete with local 
beer, food and music. For information call 
530.745.4230 or visit 
www.NorthAmericanClayChallenge.com. 

FIlm FESTIvAl
The 16th annual Nevada City Film Festival 
runs Sept. 8-11, bringing together movie 
lovers with emerging and independent 
filmmakers to showcase award-winning 
international short and feature length films. 
The four-day celebration includes film 
screenings, industry panels and workshops, 
live music and special events. For details: 
www.nevadacountyfilmfestival.com.

A GIFT FROm FRIENDS
The Auburn Friends of the Library (FOL) 
recently gifted $50,000 to the Auburn 
Library, “which is the most we have ever 
given,” reports member Rosie Stillwell. 
Raised during the last fiscal year, the 
donation was presented to library staff by 
FOL members and its Board of Directors 
during the group’s meeting on May 16. 
Assisting the library with used book sales, 
literacy efforts, school programs and more, 
the FOL meet on the third Monday of each 
month. For membership information, visit 
www.folauburn.org.

mINI mAkER FAIRE
The Rocklin Mini Maker Faire is set for 
Sat. Oct. 1, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 
the Sierra College campus, 5000 Rocklin 
Road. The free, family event celebrates local 
“makers” working on everything from robots 
to digital fabrication and DIY technology. 
In addition to educational workshops 
and installations, the event features hand-
made crafts, music and local food. For 
details, call 916.625.5248 or visit www.
makerfairerocklin.com.
        

EGGPlANT FESTIvAl
On Oct. 1, the annual Loomis Eggplant 
Festival presents local performers, live 
music, entertainment and displays of unique 
arts, gourmet food, eggplant cooking 
demonstrations, and kid’s zone activities.
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Contributing to Placer’s Diverse Arts Scene 
 By Susan Rushton

end paper

As I write this, another 
astonishing weekend has just 
passed. 
 Events included the North 
Auburn Mother’s Day Art 
Studio Tour; Loomis Art Loop; 
Auburn Symphony’s concert 
in Davis; Derby Day at the 
State Theatre--a fundraiser for 
One Voice Performing Arts 
Children’s Chorus; “Beauty and the Beast” at 
Music and More; the State of the Community 
Dinner, where Glenda Gonzales received 
the McCann Award for her decades-long 
advocacy for the arts in Auburn; my column 
appeared in the Auburn Journal. And Silver 
Screen showed “The Wizard of Oz” at the 
Placer Library. 
 I love living here, a place filled with 
people who, like me, clearly appreciate the 
arts. In addition to happily appreciating the 
arts, I also happily contribute to the arts 
scene.
 Since 1987, I’ve written for the Auburn 
Journal. My two columns, “And Another 
Thing” and “Gold Country Denizens,” 
run on Sundays. In 2013, I independently 
published Reflections from My Small Town, 
a collection of 105 of my favorite columns 
that’s available on Amazon.com. 
 I have hosted two monthly TV programs 
on Auburn Community Television since 
2000. On my show AhMuse, I talk to people 
who listen to a muse — creators, in other 
words. 
 For 20 years I have presented Silver 
Screen Classic Movies on the first Saturday 
of the month. The series started as a project 
of the Auburn Arts Commission. As a charter 
Commissioner, I thought it would be a great 
idea for a fundraiser. 
 You know about best-laid plans: The 
Commission worked on Silver Screen 
for two years, but it just didn’t work as a 

fundraiser. After two years, the 
City-sponsored series ended. 
But I didn’t want to quit. A 
new home was found when 
Elaine Reed, then Placer’s 
Director of Library Services, 
offered free use of the Beecher 
Room if the Library presented 
the Silver Screen series. 
 The Library has hosted the 
free film series since 1999. I’m 

happy to report that happy crowds now fill 
the Beecher Room on most first Saturdays. 
Attendance depends on the weather, time 
of year, the film, and what else is going on. 
And there’s always a lot going on.
 I mostly show titles from my favorite 
film period--the 1930s, 40s and 50s--
occasionally dipping into the silent era or 
slipping into the Seventies. I’m not alone 
in this endeavor: My husband Don chooses 
to forego golfing to help set up; and 18 
dedicated friends enthusiastically take turns 
making and selling popcorn before each 
show.
 It’s these people, the audience and the 
movies that make Silver Screen such a kick. 
As Alfred Hitchcock said, “The cinema is not 
a slice of life... it is a piece of cake.” 
 In Placer, there’s always something artistic 
to savor. :
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